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EDUCATION 
 

University of California, Los Angeles, 1987, Ph.D., United States History   
University of California, Los Angeles, 1985, M.A. African History 
California State University, Long Beach, 1983, B.A. History 

 
EMPLOYMENT 
 
Distinguished Professor of History and African American Studies, and Gary B. Nash Endowed Chair in 

U.S. History, University of California at Los Angeles, July 2011 - Present 
Chair, Department of African American Studies, UCLA, July 2016 – June 2017. 
Visiting Scholar, Hokkaido Summer Institute, Sapporo, Japan, July 2016 
Interim Chair, Afro-American Studies Interdepartmental Program, UCLA, Fall 2014 – Summer  
     2015. 
Distinguished Visiting Professor of African American Studies, Stanford University, Spring 2016. 
Professor of History and American Studies, University of Southern California, July 2006- July  
     2011 
Harold Vyvyan Harmsworth Professor of American History, The Queen’s College, Oxford  
     University, September 2009 – August 2010 
Associate Director, Center for Diversity and Democracy, Sept. 2008 – June 2011 
William B. Ransford Professor of Cultural and Historical Studies, Columbia University, July  
    2005 – June 2007 
Distinguished Visiting Scholar, Department of African and African-American Studies, Harvard  
     University, Fall 2005 
Acting Director, Center for the Study of Ethnicity and Race, Columbia University, Fall 2005 –  
      Spring 2006 
Visiting Scholar, Jazz at Lincoln Center, Spring 2005 [Taught seminar on Thelonious Monk] 
Professor of Anthropology and African American Studies, Columbia University, August 2003 –  
     June 2007 
Chairperson, History Department, New York University, July 2002 – June 2003. 
Visiting Professor, Center for Jazz Studies [Louis Armstrong Chair], Columbia University,  
     September 2001- May 2002 
Visiting Professor, African American Studies, Columbia University, Spring 1997 
Professor of History and Africana Studies, New York University, August 1994 – July 2003 
Associate Professor of History and African-American Studies, University of Michigan, August  
     1990 – July 1994 
Assistant Professor of History and African-American Studies, Emory University, August 1988 - 
     July 1990  
Visiting Lecturer, History, Southeastern Massachusetts University, September 1987 – June 1988 
 
 



 

GRANTS, FELLOWSHIPS, AND AWARDS 
 
“Historian of the Lions Award,” Center for the Study of Political Graphics, 2024 
Finalist, Lifetime Achievement Award, Jazz Journalist Association, 2024 
Honorary Doctorate, Bank Street College of Education, 2024 
Honorary Doctorate, Bard College, 2023  
2023-2024 Harold Keables Scholar, Iolani School, Honolulu, March 11- 15, 2024 
Freedom Scholars Award, Marguerite Casey Foundation ($250,000), 2022 
Nicolás Guillén Lifetime Achievement Award, Caribbean Philosophical Association, 2019 
    Selected as one of the “Frederick Douglass 200” by the Frederick Douglass Family Initiatives and the 
Antiracist Research and Policy Center, American University  
    Elected to American Academy of Arts and Sciences, 2016 
    Angela Y. Davis Prize for Public Scholarship, American Studies Association, 2015 
    Guggenheim Fellowship, 2014 – 2015 
    Freedom Now Award, Los Angeles Community Action Network, 2014 
    Multi-Campus Research Programs and Initiatives, University of California, for “Consortium for Black 
Studies in California,” Five-Year Grant to establish region-wide research, teaching, programming in Black 
Studies, Total Award: $1,077,050 
    Distinguished Visiting Lecturer, Universita' degli Studi di Cagliari, Italy, June - July 2013 
    2013 Writer-in-Residence, Department of History, University of Massachusetts, Amherst, March 4 – 9, 
2013 
    Honorary Fellow, Rothermere American Institute, University of Oxford, 2011 
    Best Book About Jazz 2009, Jazz Journalists Association, 2010 
    Music in American Culture Award, American Musicological Association, 2010 
    Ambassador Award for Book of Special Distinction, English Speaking Union, 2010 
    PEN Open Book Award, PEN American Center, 2010 
    Finalist, 2010 PEN USA Literary Award, 2010 
    ASCAP Deems-Taylor Award, 2010 
    Best Non-Fiction Book, Hurston/Wright Legacy Award, 2010 
    Distinguished Visiting Scholar, Washington University in St. Louis, March 2007. 
    Nominated—Jazz Journalist Association Award, 2005    
    Distinguished Alumni, California State University at Long Beach, 2003 
    Delivered the Nathan Huggins Lectures, Harvard University, Fall 2003. 
    Montgomery Fellow, Dartmouth College 2002 
    Robert L. Hess Scholar-in-Residence, Brooklyn College, March 2002 
    Louis Armstrong Professor of Jazz Studies, Columbia University, 2000-2001 
    Schomburg Scholars-in-Residence Fellowship, Schomburg Center for Research in Black Culture, New 
York, 2001-2002 
    Montgomery Fellow, Dartmouth College, 2000 
    USIA Visiting Scholar, Bogazaci University, Istanbul, Turkey, May 22-30, 1999. 
    Golden Dozens Teaching Prize, New York University, 1998-99 
    Outstanding book on Human Rights, Gustavus Myers Center for the Study of Human Rights in the U.S., 
1998 [for Yo’ Mama’s DisFunktional!: Fighting the Culture Wars in Urban America] 
    Center for Advanced Study in the Behavioral Sciences, Stanford University, 1997-98 
    Visiting Fellow, American Studies Program, University of Melbourne, Australia, 1996-97 
    Elected Member of the Society of American Historians, 1996- 
    Center for Multimedia Technology, New York University, 1995-96 [$25,000 grant to develop CD 
Rom/PAD interactive software for young users to explore African American life in the Jim Crow South] 
    Winner of the ABC CLIO Award [Best Scholarly Article that advances the field of  U.S. History], 
Organization of American Historians, 1995. 
    Outstanding Book Award, National Conference of Black Political Scientists, 1995. 



 

    Ford Foundation Postdoctoral Fellowship for Minorities, 1994-1995 [one year fellowship--declined] 
    Institute for the Humanities, University of Michigan, 1994-1995  
    National Endowment for the Humanities, Fellowship for University Teachers, 1994-1995  
    (First) Stephen A. Stone Research Award, University of Michigan, 1993-1998  
    Rackham Faculty Summer Fellowship, University of Michigan, 1993  
    Rackham Faculty Research Grant, University of Michigan, 1993-94  
    Winner of the first biennial Elliot Rudwick Prize, Organization of American Historians, 1991  
    Co-winner of Francis Butler Simkins Prize, Southern Historical Association, 1991  
    Outstanding book on Human Rights, Gustavus Myers Center for the Study of Human Rights in the U.S., 
1991. 
    Summer Research Support, University of Michigan, 1990-1992. 
    Institute for Research on Poverty, University of Wisconsin, Madison, 1990-1991. 
    Faculty Development Research Grant, Emory University, 1989-1990. 
    President's Commission on the Status of Minorities, Emory University, 1989. 
    Carolina Minority Postdoctoral Fellowship, University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill, 1988-1989. 
 
 
CONSULTATION AND ADVISORY BOARDS 
 
Team member, Portal Project, University of Illinois, Chicago Circle, 2020 - present 
Advisory Board, Communiversity, Rocky Mount, North Carolina [Labor/community school and resource 

center] 2020 - present 
Consultant, “Surrealism Beyond Borders” Exhibition, Metropolitan Museum, 2019-      
Advisory Board, University of California Humanities Research Institute, 2019- 
     Advisory Board, Department of African-American and African Diaspora Studies, Columbia University, 
2018- 
     Advisory Board, Center for the Study of Racism, Social Justice & Health, UCLA, 2016- 
     Advisory Board, Institute on Inequality and Democracy at UCLA Luskin, 2016- 
     Advisory Board, “Black Music, Black Work,” Los Angeles Black Workers Center, 2016-17 
     Board of Advisors, The Erroll Garner Project, University of Pittsburgh, 2015- 
     Advisory Board, Palestine Legal, 2015- 

Advisor, “Tell them We Are Rising: The Story of Historically Black Colleges and Universities,” 
Documentary film-in-progress, Firelight Media, 2015- 

Advisor, “From Black Power to the White House: A History of the African American People,” [Part II 
of Henry Louis Gates’s documentary series on African American History], Ark Media, 2014- 

Board of Advisors, Freedom University, Atlanta, tuition-free college for undocumented students and 
activists, dedicated to social justice, 2013 

Advisor, “Power to Heal,” documentary film on the desegregation of U.S. hospitals, dir. By Dante 
James, WETA, 2012- 
    Advisory Board, Mamie Clayton Library and Museum Collections, Los Angeles, 2012-2014 
    Advisor, “American Revolutionary: The Evolution of Grace Lee Boggs,” Documentary film, 2010-     
    Advisor, Emmy-Award Winning “The African Americans: Many Rivers to Cross,” Henry Louis Gates, 
Jr., and WNET, 2009-2013 
    Advisor, “The Black Panthers: Vanguard of the Revolution,” documentary film dir. by Stanley Nelson, 
Firelight Media, New York, 2008 - 2015 
    Advisor, “Through a Lens Darkly: Black Photographers and the Emergence of a People,” film by 
Thomas Allen Harris, 2007 - 2014 
    Advisor, “Free Angela & All Political Prisoners," film by Shola Lynch, 2005 - 2012 
    Advisor, “People’s History of the United States,” Television series based on Howard Zinn’s book, 2005-  
    Advisory Board, Left Forum, CUNY Graduate Center, 2004- 



 

    Consultant, “Loft Jazz Project,” Center for Documentary Studies, Duke University, project director Sam 
Stephenson, 2003- 
    Advisor, “Greensboro: A Study in Truth and Justice,” film-in-progress by Adam Zucker, 2004- 
    Program Advisory Committee, Kopkind Colony, Guilford, Vermont, 2000- 
    Consultant, “National Jazz Museum in Harlem,” under direction of Loren Schoenberg, 2003-  
    Consultant, “The Murder of Emmett Till,” film by Stanley Nelson, 2002 
    Consultant, “Prelude to a Movement: Black Paris and the Struggle for Freedom,” film-in-progress by 
Kris Jefferson, 2002-     
    Consultant, “Soul on Soul: The Life of Mary Lou Williams,” film by Carol Bash, 2002-2014 
    Consultant, “One Nation Under a Groove: Music as Liberation Theology,” film by Phil Thorne, 2002- 
    Consultant/Advisor for “Black Left Out!: The African American & Latino Left in California in 
the 1940’s and 1950s,” a film by Zeinabu Irene Davis, in progress, 2002- 
    Scholars’ Committee, National Center for the Preservation of Democracy, 2000- 
    Advisory Board, Center for Jazz Studies, Columbia University, 2000- 
    Program Advisory Committee, Kopkind Colony, Guilford, Vermont, 2000- 
    Consultant/Advisor for “Two Towns of Jasper,” a film by Marco Williams. 
    Advisor, “Internet Access and HBCU’s,” collaborative project between E-57 and National Association 
for Equal Opportunity in Higher Education (NAFEO); 
    Consultant/Advisor, “Jazz,” Ken Burns documentary, Florentine Films,  
    Advisory Board, “Behind the Veil,” documentary film by Richard Wormser; 
    Consultant, “Race,” multi-part documentary, Roja Productions, New York; 
    Consultant, “Marcus Mosiah Garvey,” in progress film by Stanley Nelson, 1998- 
    Advisory Board, “American Retrospective,” film in production by National Video Resources, directed 
by Timothy Gunn, 1998- 
    “The American Century,” ABC Special multi-hour documentary hosted by Peter Jennings. 
     “Class” a film project by Snitow-Kaufman Productions, 1998 
    Worker’s Rights Board, NY Jobs with Justice, 1997-     
     “Behind the Veil” [multivolume book project on African Americans in the Jim Crow South], Center for 
Documentary Studies, Duke University, 1997- 
     Advisory Board, “Jazz” [Ken Burns documentary, Florentine Films], 1997- 
     Advisor, “The Century,” [Two-part retrospective on 20th century American art] Whitney Museum of 
American Art, 1996-1998 
     Advisory Board, “Behind the Veil” [documentary film by Richard Wormser--unrelated to CDS project 
listed above], 1996- 
     Advisory Board, “I’m Gonna Make Me a World” [History of Black Arts in the 20th Century--tentative 
title, documentary film, Blackside Incorporated, 1995- 
     Consultant, “Where in Time is Carmen Sandiego?, children’s game show for public television 
(WGBH), 1995-97 
    Advisory Board, "20 From the 20th Century: A Social History of American Space," Documentary 
Television series, Thirteen/WNET, New York, New York. 
    Consultant, Roja Productions [Independent film production company, Boston, Mass.], 1994- 
    Consultant, California Newsreel, 1993- 
     Advisory Board, "Mandinka Rap," Independent documentary film on the African Origins of Popular 
music and Dance, Show N'Tell Productions, 1993- 
    Advisory Board, "The Afrocentricity Project," Film and Media project under directorship of Ron 
Jackson, Hunter College, 1992- 
     Advisory Board, "Their Cause Was Liberty: American Women in the Spanish Civil War," documentary 
film by Julia Newman, 1991- 
Consultant for, and appeared in, Mykola Kulish's documentary film, "In the Land of Jim Crow," 1991 
    Advisory Board, Blackside Productions, Inc., 1990- 



 

    Contributing Editor, Encyclopedia of the American Left, edited by Paul Buhle, Mary Jo Buhle and Dan 
Georgakas (New York: Garland Publishers, 1990). 
    Advisor to Hadley Productions, Inc., for theater production of All God's Dangers: the Life of Nate Shaw, 
performed off-Broadway, 1989 
    Research Director and Consultant, Pasadena Minority History Foundation, 1986   
    Principal Researcher and Script Consultant, Pasadena Historical Society, 1984   
 
 
EDITORIAL BOARDS 
 

Contributing Editor, Boston Review, 2018-      
Editorial Board, Jazz and Culture, 2017- 

     Editorial Board, Modern American History, 2016 
     Editorial Board, south: a scholarly journal, 2015 
     Editorial Advisory Board, American National Biography, 2013-  
     International Advisory Board, Palimpsest: A Journal on Women, Gender, and the Black International, 
2012 
     Editorial Board, American Music, 2010-     
     Editorial Board, Jazz Perspectives, 2006-     
     Editorial Advisory Board, International Encyclopedia of Revolution and Protest (Wiley Blackwell), 
2005 
     Editorial Advisory Board, Encyclopedia of Strikes in American History, 2002 
     Editorial Board, Journal of African American History, 2002-  
     Editorial Advisory Board, Echo: A Music Centered Journal, 2003- 
     Editorial Advisory Board, Against the Current, 2000- 
     Editorial Board, New Labor Forum, 2000- 
     Editorial Advisory Board, Souls, 1997- 
     Editorial Board Black Renaissance/Renaissance Noire, 1996- 
     Editorial Advisory Board Contours: A Journal of the African Diaspora, 1997- 
     Editorial Advisory Committee, Center for Black Music Research (includes Black Music Research 
Journal, Lenox Avenue, and the book series “Music of the Black Diaspora” published by University of 
California Press), 2000-2011 
     Editorial Advisory Board, “Culture, Politics, and the Cold War,” University of Massachusetts Press 
(Book series), 1996-2010 
Editorial Board, Journal of American History, 1995-1998 
     Series Editor (with Jan Radway, Duke University), "Popular Cultures, Everyday Lives," Columbia 
University Press, 1995-2004 
     Editorial Advisory Board, Race Traitor, 1994-1999 
     Editorial Advisory Committee, Encyclopedia of African-American Culture and History, edited by 
Robert O'Meally and Jack Salzman, (New York: Macmillan, 1996). 
     Editorial Advisory Board, Oxford Companion to American History  (Oxford University Press, in 
progress) 
     Editorial Collective, Radical History Review, 1992- 
     Editorial Board of Ufahamu, an interdisciplinary journal of African studies, 1983-1986  
 
 
 
SELECTED PUBLIC AND PROFESSIONAL SERVICE 
 
Pulitzer Prize Committee, Creative Non-Fiction, 2021    
York University, Transnational Political Economy of Race Seminar (Leader), June 22 – July 9, 2021 



 

 International Course on Political Training for Political Education, Escola Nacional Florestan Fernandes, 
Sao Paulo, Brazil, July 25-26, 2017, and April 4 -9, 2015  
    Organization of American Historians, Distinguished Lecturer, 2013 – 
    Advisory Board, Institute for African American Research, University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill, 
2012- 
    UCLA Institute for Research on Labor and Employment, Faculty Advisory Committee, 2013- 
    Ralph J. Bunche Center for African American Studies, Faculty Advisory Committee, UCLA, 2011- 

External Advisory Panel, History Faculty, University of Oxford, 2009-2010 
     External Review Committee, Harvard University’s African and African-American Studies Department, 
2005. 
     Open Society Institute, Community Fellowships Evaluations Committee, June 2004 and June 2005. 
     Advisory Board and Seminar Leader, New Ways of Looking at the World [Organization of Public 
School Teachers]. 
     Faculty Seminar Leader (“The Making of the African Diaspora”) Faculty Resource Network, 2000 
     Fellowships Review Committee, International Center for Advanced Study, NYU, 1999-2000 
     External Review Committee, Harvard University’s Afro-American Studies Department, 1999 
     New York State Council for the Humanities, Board of Directors, 1996-98 
     Friends of the Bus Riders Union, Labor/Community Strategy Center, 1996- 
     National Humanities Center, Fellowships Evaluations Committee, 1995-96 
     Board of Directors/Advisory Committee, American Social History Project, CUNY, 1995-Present 
     Board of Directors, Davis-Putter Fund, 1996- 
     Rockefeller Foundation Grants in the Humanities, Review Board, 1995, 1996, 1998 
     External Review Committee, Wellesley College’s Afro-American Studies Program, February 1995 
     Organization of American Historians, Program Committee, 1993-94 
     Social Science Research Council, Program on Research on the Underclass, 1992-93 
     National Historical Publications and Records Commission, Organization of American Historians 
representative, 1992-1995 
     Board of Governors, Abraham Lincoln Brigade Archives, Brandeis University, 1991- 
     Social Science Research Council Committee on Africa, Subcommittee on Diaspora Studies, 1990- 
     Project co-director, "African-American Life in the Jim Crow South," the Center for Documentary 
Studies, Duke University, 1989-1990 
 
 
PUBLICATIONS 
 
BOOKS 
 
Africa Speaks, America Answers: Modern Jazz in Revolutionary Times (Cambridge: Harvard University 
Press, 2012) 
 Best Book, Jazz Times Expanded Critics Poll, 2012 
 
Thelonious Monk: The Life and Times of an American Original  (The Free Press, 2009). 
 

Best Book About Jazz 2009, Jazz Journalists Association 
Music in American Culture Award, American Musicological Association 
Ambassador Award for Book of Special Distinction, English Speaking Union;  
PEN Open Book Award, PEN American Center 
Finalist, 2010 PEN USA Literary Award 
ASCAP Deems-Taylor Award 
Best Non-Fiction Book, Hurston/Wright Legacy Award. 
Booklist – Starred Review 



 

Selected by New York Times Book Review – Top 100 books of 2009 
Selected by San Francisco Gate – Top 100 books of 2009 

 
**Italian translation: Thelonious Monk: Storia di un Genio Americano, trans. Marco 
Bertoli (Roma: Minimum Fax, 2012). 
 
**Japanese translation, Cello Niasu Monk Dokuso No Jazz Monogatar 
trans. Cho Yuji Odanaka (Tokyo: Yaku, 2017) 

 
Freedom Dreams: The Black Radical Imagination—20th Anniversary Edition (Beacon Press, 2022).  

**Japanese translation,  フリダムドリムス― アメリカ人文化の史的想像力 (Tokyo: Jimbun 
Shoin, 2011),  http://www.jimbunshoin.co.jp/book/b93710.html 

 
 
with Howard Zinn and Dana Frank, Three Strikes: The Fighting Spirit of Labor's Last Century (Beacon 
Press, 2001) 
 
Yo’ Mama’s Disfunktional!: Fighting the Culture Wars in Urban America (Boston: Beacon Press, 1997). 
Selected Best book of 1997 by Village Voice; Outstanding Book on Human Rights, Gustavus Myers 
Center for the Study of Human Rights in the United States, 1997-98. 
 

** Japanese translation, Yo Mama’s DisFunktional!: Representing America’s Urban Crisis 
(Hanmoto Publishers, 2007), translated by Kosuzu Abe and Katsuyuki Murata.  New foreword by author 

***10th Anniversary Edition, revised with new Introduction 
 
Race Rebels: Culture, Politics, and the Black Working Class  (New York: The Free Press, 1994).   
Outstanding Book, National Conference of Black Political Scientists, 1995. 
 
Into the Fire: African Americans Since 1970  (New York: Oxford University Press, 1996) [Vol. 10 of the 
Young Oxford History of African Americans series, see below] Selected Outstanding Book for the Teen 
Age, New York Public Library, 1997 
 
with Vincent Harding and Earl Lewis, We Changed the World: African Americans, 1945-1970  (Oxford 
University Press, 1997). 
 
Hammer and Hoe: Alabama Communists During the Great Depression (Chapel Hill, NC: University of 
North Carolina Press, 1990). Winner of the inaugural Elliot Rudwick Prize, Organization of American 
Historians, 1991; co-winner, Francis Butler Simkins Prize, Southern Historical Association; Outstanding 
book on Human Rights, Gustavus Myers Center for the Study of Human Rights in the United States, 1991. 
 
Twenty-fifth anniversary edition of Hammer and Hoe, revised with new Introduction (University of North 
Carolina Press, 2015) 
 
 
 
EDITED BOOKS AND COLLECTIONS 
 
Co-edited with Colin Kaepernick and Keeanga-Yamahtta Taylor, Our History Has Always Been 
Contraband: In Defense of Black Studies (Chicago: Haymarket Books, 2023). 
 



 

Walter Rodney, The Russian Revolution: A View From the Third World, eds. Robin D. G. Kelley and Jesse 
Benjamin (New York: Verso, 2018) 
 
Co-edited with Stephen Tuck, The Other Special Relationship: Race, Rights and Riots in Britain and the 
United States (New York: Palgrave, 2015) 
 
Co-edited with Franklin Rosemont, Black, Brown and Beige: Surrealist Writings from Africa and the 
African Diaspora (Austin: University of Texas Press, 2009).   

Winner, American Book Award, the Before Columbus Foundation. 
 
Co-edited with Lisa Brock and Karen Sotiropolous, Transnational Black Studies: A Special Issue of 
Radical History Review (Durham, NC: Duke University Press, 2004). 
 
Co-edited with Earl Lewis, To Make Our World Anew: A History of African Americans (Oxford University 
Press, 2000).  Two Volume edition, 2004.   

Selection of History Book Club and Choice Outstanding Academic Title.   
Chosen as an Outstanding book on Human Rights, Gustavus Myers Center for the Study of Human 

Rights in the United States, 2002. 
 
Co-edited with Sidney J. Lemelle, Imagining Home: Class, Culture, and Nationalism in the African 
Diaspora (London: Verso Books, 1995). 
 
General Editor with Earl Lewis, Young Oxford History of African Americans: (1995-1998) 
 
 
WORK-IN-PROGRESS 
 
Making a Killing: Capitalism, Cops, and the War on Black Life (Henry Holt, forthcoming 2025) 
 
The Education of Ms. Grace Halsell: An Intimate History of the American Century (ms. In progress, Henry 
Holt) 
 
(With Tera Hunter), A World to Win: A History of African Americans (under contract, Norton) 
 
 
ARTICLES/ ESSAYS  
 
“Black Flower: Surrealist Revolution in an Age of Rebellion,” in Le Surréalisme: d'abord et 
toujours!, ed. Didier Ottinger, Marie Sarré, Katia Sowels  (Centre Pompidou and ACC Art 
Books, 2024). 
 
“Histories in Collision,” in Tomashi Jackson, Tomashi Jackson: Across the Universe  (New York  
and Denver: Rizzoli Electa and MCA Denver, 2024) 
 
“1948: Israel, South Africa, and the Question of Genocide,” Hammer & Hope 3 (Spring 2024), 
https://hammerandhope.org/article/robin-kelley-israel-south-africa 
 
“Deprovincializing Black Studies and Translating Blackness Beyond Borders,” Black 
Perspectives (September 11, 2023), https://www.aaihs.org/deprovincializing-black-studies-and-
translating-blackness-beyond-borders/ 
 



 

“Making History, Making Worlds,” Forum on Ruth Wilson-Gilmore, Abolition Geography, 
American Quarterly 75 no. 2 (June 2023), 383-390. 
 
“On Lauren Halsey’s Portal Hoppin Hood Poppin,” The Flag Art Foundation (May 6 – June 3, 
2023), https://www.flagartfoundation.org/spotlight-lauren-halsey 
 
“’Old School Socialist’ [Tribute to Mike Davis],” Human Geography 17 no. 1 (2023) 
 
“Racial Capitalism: An Unfinished History,” Ethnic and Racial Studies 46 no. 16: Special Issue: 
The South African Tradition of Racial Capitalism (2023), 3562-3568. 
 
“The Long War on Black Studies,” New York Review of Books (June 17, 2023), 
https://www.nybooks.com/online/2023/06/17/the-long-war-on-black-studies/ 
 
“The Tragedy of Till is Our Failure to Grasp its Radical Politics,” The Nation (February 22, 
2023), https://www.thenation.com/article/culture/till-chinonye-chukwu-mamie/ 
 
“Why We Are Called Hammer and Hope,” Hammer and Hope 1 (Winter 2023), 
https://hammerandhope.org/article/issue-1-article-4 
 
“The Death and Life of My Father, Donald S. Kelley,” The Nation (October 10, 2022), 
https://www.thenation.com/article/society/donald-kelley-memoir-father/ 
 
“Flowers for Farah,” Boston Review (December 12, 2022), 
https://www.bostonreview.net/articles/flowers-for-farah/ 
 
“Twenty Years of Freedom Dreams,” Boston Review (August 1, 2022), 
https://www.bostonreview.net/articles/twenty-years-of-freedom-dreams/ 
 
“Abolition Democracy’s Forgotten Founder,” Boston Review (April 19, 2022), 
https://www.bostonreview.net/articles/abolition-democracys-forgotten-founder/ 
 
“Rational Choice Fascism,” Social Justice: A Journal of Crime, Conflict, & World Order 
(forthcoming 2023) 
 
“Killing Rayshard,” Social Text 149 (2022), 92-96. 
 
“The Invisible Hand of Greg Tate: A Conversation with Bongani Madondo,” Boston Review 
(January 4, 2022), https://bostonreview.net/articles/the-invisible-hand-of-greg-tate/ 
 
“Insecure: Policing Under Racial Capitalism,” Spectre 2 (Fall 2020) 
 
“Freedom Struggle a Labor Struggle—Then and Now,” Against the Current (January-February, 
2021), https://againstthecurrent.org/atc210/the-freedom-struggle-is-a-labor-struggle-then-now/ 
 
“Why Black Marxism, Why Now?” Boston Review (February 1, 2021), 
https://bostonreview.net/articles/robin-d-g-kelley-tk-2/ 
 
“Walter Rodney’s Russian Revolution and the Curious Case of Rosa Luxemburg,” in Jane 
Gordon and Drucilla Cornell, eds., Creolizing Rosa Luxemburg (Rowman and Littlefield, 2020). 
 



 

“What Abolition Looks Like, From the Panthers to the People,” in Colin Kaepernick, ed., 
Abolition for the People: The Movement for a Future without Police or Prisons (Oakland: 
Kaepernick Publishing, 2021) 
 
“Ben Fletcher’s One Big Union,” Dissent (October 29, 2020), 
https://www.dissentmagazine.org/online_articles/ben-fletchers-one-big-union 
 
“Western Civilization is Neither”: Black Studies’ Epistemic Revolution,” Black Scholar 50 no. 2 
(Summer 2020) 
 
“’There Will Come Thousands of Angelo Herndons’:  Fighting Fascism, 1929 – 1934,” in Keisha 
N. Blain and Ibram X. Kendi, eds., Four Hundred Souls: A Community History of African 
America, 1619-2019 (New York: Random House, 2021) 
 
“The Roots of Anti-Racist, Anti-Fascist Resistance in the U.S.,” LitHub (March 6, 2020), 
https://lithub.com/the-roots-of-anti-racist-anti-fascist-resistance-in-the-us/   Reprinted in 
Counterpunch (March 11, 2020), https://www.counterpunch.org/2020/03/11/the-roots-of-anti-
racist-anti-fascist-resistance-in-the-us/ 
 Note: this essay also appears as the “Foreword” to Hilary Moore and James Tracy, No 
Fascist USA!: The John Brown Anti-Klan Committee and Lessons for Today's Movements (San 
Francisco: City Lights, 2019).  See below. 
 
“From the River to the Sea to Every Mountain Top: Solidarity as Worldmaking,” Journal of 
Palestine Studies 48 no. 4 (2019), 69-91. [reprinted in Pauline Homsi Vinson, Amira Jarmakani, 
and Louise Cainkar, eds., Sajjilu Arab American: A Reader in SWANA Studies (Syracuse: 
Syracuse University Press, 2022). 
 
“Forging Futures,” in A Moment on the Clock of the World: A Foundry Theater Production, eds. 
Melanie Joseph and David Bruin (Chicago: Haymarket Books, 2019) 
 
“Blues Prints,” in Ellen Gallagher, with Edgar Cleijne, Liquid Intelligence (London: Koenig 
Books, 2020). 
 
“We’re Getting these Murals All Wrong,” The Nation (September 10, 2019), 
https://www.thenation.com/article/archive/arnautoff-mural-life-washington/ 
 
“Over the Rainbow: Third World Studies Against the Neoliberal Turn,” in Reflections on 
Knowledge, Learning and Social Movements: History's Schools, eds. Aziz Choudry and Salim 
Vally (London and New York: Routledge, 2018), 205-222. 
 
“My L.A. in Four Locations: Radical Black Politics and Art,” L.A. Review of Books (September 
18, 2018), https://lareviewofbooks.org/short-takes/l-four-locations/ 
 
“Winston Whiteside and the Politics of the Possible,” in Futures of Black Radicalism, eds. Gaye 
Theresa Johnson and Alex Lubin (New York: Verso Books, 2017), 255-262. 
 
“Editor’s Note - Crisis: Danger, Opportunity and the Unknown,” south: a scholarly journal 50 
no. 1 (2017), 3-8.  [guest editor of issue devoted to ‘crisis’] 
 
“Coates and West in Jackson,” Boston Review (December 22, 2017), 
http://bostonreview.net/race/robin-d-g-kelley-coates-and-west-jackson 



 

 
“On Violence and Carcerality,” Signs: Journal of Women in Culture and Society 42, no. 3 
(Spring 2017): 590-600. 
 
“The Rest of Us: Rethinking Settler and Native,” American Quarterly 69, n. 2 (June 2017), 267-
276. 
 
“Is Donald Trump Dangerous for Children?” in How Do I Explain This to My Kids?: Parenting in 
the Age of Trump, eds. Sarah Swong and Diane Wachtell (New York: The New Press, 2017). 
 
“Births of a Nation: Surveying Trumpland with Cedric Robinson,” Boston Review (January 12, 
2017), http://bostonreview.net/race-politics/robin-d-g-kelley-births-nation 
 
“What Did Cedric Robinson Mean By Racial Capitalism?” Boston Review (January 12, 2017), 
http://bostonreview.net/race/robin-d-g-kelley-what-did-cedric-robinson-mean-racial-capitalism 
 
“World History from Below: Black Internationalism and the Limits of Diaspora,” in Changing 
Horizons of African History, eds. Awet T. Weldemichael, Anthony A. Lee, and Edward A. Alpers 
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“The Communist Party,” Encarta Africana: Comprehensive Encyclopedia of Black History and Culture 
CD ROM  (Microsoft Encarta, 1999), 30 page essay on interactive CD ROM. 
 
“Malcolm X,” Encarta Africana: Comprehensive Encyclopedia of Black History and Culture CD ROM  
(Microsoft Encarta, 1999), 24 page essay on interactive CD ROM. 
 
"The Communist Party of the United States of America," in Encyclopedia of African-American 
Culture and History, edited by Robert O'Meally and Jack Salzman, (New York: Macmillan, 
1994). 
 
Entries for "Lucy Parsons," "Louise Thompson Patterson," "Claudia Jones," and "The Left," in 
Darlene Clark Hine, Elsa Barkley Brown, and Rosalyn Terborg Penn, eds., Encyclopedia of Black 
Women's History (Brooklyn, N.Y.: Carlson Publishers, 1993). 
 
Entries for "Birmingham, Alabama," "The Share Croppers Union," "The Southern Negro Youth 
Congress," "The Scottsboro Case," "Eula Gray," "Claudia Jones," "Louise Thompson Patterson," 
"The Southern Worker and the Communist Press in the South," and "W.E.B. DuBois," in The 
Encyclopedia of the American Left, edited by Paul Buhle, Mary Jo Buhle and Dan Georgakas 
(New York: Garland Publishers, 1990). 
 
 
 
SELECTED INVITED LECTURES 
 
“Black Studies vs Fascism: The longue durée,” CHCI Annual Srinivas Aravamudan Memorial 
Lecture, UC Berkeley, May 31, 2024 
 
“The Robinson Archives and Our Responsibility,” Archives Unbound: Fifty Years of Hope, 
Resistance and Rebellion" - The Cedric J. Robinson and Elizabeth P. Robinson Conference, 
UCSB, May 30, 2024 
 
“Self-Defense/Revolution/Abolition?: Concerning Black Revolt in Occupied Territory,” 
Conference: Rhythms of Resistance, Tunis, Tunisia May 25, 2024 
 
“Notes Toward a Global Labor History of Detroit,” Academy of Scholars Annual Lecture, Wayne 
State University, March 29, 2024 
 
“American Thanatocracy vs Abolition Democracy: On Cops, Capitalism, and the War on Black 
Life, UC Berkeley Jefferson Memorial Lecture, March 20, 2024 
 
“Working Class Democracy and the Question of Palestine,” Robert Fitch Memorial Lecture, La 
Guardia Community College, March 18, 2024 
 
“What was Affirmative Action and Why Does it Matter?” Third Rail Distinguished Lecture 
Series, Brown University, February 29, 2024 
 



 

“Gaza: What Would King Do?” Annual Martin Luther King, Jr., Lecture, Seattle University, 
January 16, 2024 
 
“The Virtual Suspension of Thought, the War on Woke, the University and the Question of 
Palestine,” Annual Academic Freedom Lecture, University of Johannesburg (UJ), November 22, 
2023 
 
“Freedom Dreams and U.S. Democracy,” Global Arts + Humanities Society of Fellows Keynote 
Lecture, Ohio State University, October 6, 2023 
 
“Post-Liberation Politics and the Struggle for Democracy: Whereto South Africa?” Abdulhay 
Ahmad Saloojee Trust Memorial Lecture, University of Cape Town, September 14, 2023 
 
“Black Studies Against Fascism: Then and Now,” 30th Annual St. Clair Drake Memorial Lecture, 
Stanford University, April 27, 2023 
 
“Making a Killing: Anatomy of the Cincinnati Rebellion of 2001,” George Floyd Memorial 
Lecture, University of Houston, April 19, 2023 
 
“Harlem's Emmett Till: The Short Life and Long Death of Walter Vandermeer,” Doria Dee 
Johnson Memorial Lecture, University of Wisconsin, Madison, March 23, 2023 
 
“On Racial Capitalism and the Law,” Law for Black Lives Conference, St. Louis, July 15, 2022 
 
“The Dusk of Everything?” Symposium on David Graeber and David Wengrow, The Dawn of 
Everything: A New History of Humanity, Haus der Kulturen der Welt, Berlin, May 27, 2022 
 
"'The Wrong Side of the World Revolution': King's Internationalism and the Lessons for Today," MLK 
Convocation Speaker, Fairfield University, February 4, 2022. 
 
“The Liberation of Erroll Garner: A Conversation about Music, Money, and Power,” Keynote 
address, Pitt Jazz Seminar, University of Pittsburgh, January 27, 2022. 
 
“What Does Abolition Sound Like?” Abolitionist Lecture Series, Colby College, October 4, 2021 
 
“On Reparations and Decolonization,” International Political Economy and Ecology Summer 
School, York University, June 29, 2021 
 
“Black Bodies Swinging: An American Postmortem,” Havens Wright Lectures, The Havens 
Wright Center for Social Justice [Three lectures, March 2 – 4, 2021] 
 “The Price of the Ticket: Making a Killing in Cincinnati,” March 2 
 “’Count All Women’s Lives!’: Abolition Feminism vs. Racial Femicide, March 3 
 “Where Do We Go From Here?: Abolition or Fascism,” March 4 
 
“Racial Capitalism and Crisis,” Plenary Session, Socialism 2020 Conference, July 4, 2020. 
 
“’A Matter of Public Record’: Angela Davis and Palestine,” Plenary, Radical Commitments: The 
Life and Legacy of Angela Davis, Radcliffe College, October 29, 2019. 
 
“Whose University?: Third World Studies Against the Neoliberal Turn,” W. Lewis and Helen R. 
Abbott Memorial Lecture, Colorado College, September 23, 2019. 



 

 
“Internationale Blues: Revolutionary Pessimism and the Politics of Solidarity,” LSE Human 
Rights Lecture, London School of Economics, May 17, 2019. 
 
“Race, Justice, Solidarity, and the Question of Palestine” (with Noura Erakat), The Henry M. 
Jackson Endowed Lecture in International Relations,” Whitman College, Walla Walla, 
Washington,  April 29, 2019. 
 
“Jazz Speaks for Life: Revolutionary Music in the King Years,” Martin Luther King, Jr., 
Memorial Lecture, Juilliard School, January 25, 2019. 
 
“On Freedom and Radical Imagination: A Conversation with Robin D. G. Kelley,” 
Culture@Large, Society for Cultural Anthropology, San Jose, November 17, 2018. 
 
“The Two Souths of ’68: Remembering Revolution in These Hard Times,” Race and Democracy 
Lecture Series, Williams College, November 15, 2018. 
 
“The Education of Grace Halsell: An Intimate History of the American Century,” Lore Kephart 
'86 Distinguished Historians Lecture, Villanova University, October 2, 2018. 
 
 “‘A Female Candide’: Inside U.S. Empire with Ms. Grace Halsell,”  
Carl Becker Lectures, Cornell University, April 16, 17, 18, 2018. 
 

Lecture 1: War Zones, Hot and Cold (1950 – 1967) 
Lecture 2: In the Colonies of North America (1968 – 1978) 
Lecture 3:  Stranger in the Holy Land (1979 – 1986) 

 
“When Black is the New Black: The Limits of Resistance in the Neoliberal Age,” Distinguished 
Lecture Series “The Politics and Aesthetics in the Age of Black Lives Matter,” Africana Studies, 
New York University, April 3, 2018. 
 
“Notes on the Intellectual Odyssey of Tera W. Hunter,” Keynote address, “To ‘Joy:  A 
Symposium on Black Feminist Histories,” University of Virginia, December 2, 2017. 
 
“What is Racial Capitalism and Why Does it Matter?” Solomon Katz Distinguished Visiting 
Lecturer in the Humanities, Simpson Humanities Center, University of Washington, November 8, 
2017. 
 
“Resurrecting Our Stories,” Keynote address, “Resurrecting Their Alabama Stories: A 
Community-Based Oral History Project, Birmingham Civil Rights Institute, Birmingham, 
Alabama, October 20, 2017. 
 
“Monk at 100: Reflections on a Life and a Sound,” 
 

Various versions of this talk delivered at multiple sites during the Thelonious Monk 
Centennial: Detroit Jazz Festival, September 3, Hyde Park Jazz Festival, September 23; 
Rocky Mount, NC, October 7; New School for Social Research, New York, October 10; 
Jazz @ Lincoln Center, New York, October 12; Charles Wright Museum, Detroit, 
October 13; New England Conservatory of Music, October 19, 2017 

 



 

"Crimes of Liberty: The Origins of the Constitution and the Unfinished Business of Abolition," 
Keynote address:  "Rights and Wrongs: A Constitution and Citizenship Day Conference,” San 
Francisco State University," September 18, 2017. 
 
“Trumpism and the Crisis of the Left,” Keynote address: The Foundations of Political Theory 
Section, American Political Science Association Meeting, San Francisco, September 1, 2017. 
 
“Steve Biko and the Land Question,” Steve Biko Centre in King William’s Town, South Africa, 
July 5, 2017. 
 
“Southern Africa in the Making of Cedric J. Robinson's Radical Theory and Practice,” Keynote 
address, “The Black Radical Tradition form Toussaint to Biko and Beyond,” Unit for the 
Humanities at Rhodes University (UHURU) and the Steve Biko Foundation, Rhodes University, 
Grahamstown, South Africa, July 4, 2017. 
 
“Over the Rainbow: Black Studies, Black Struggle, and the Neoliberal Turn,” The Wits Institute 
for Social and Economic Research (WISER), Johannesburg, South Africa, June 27, 2017. 
 
“Jazz and the Politics of Co-Creation,” Centre for Humanities Research (CHR) and Tshisimani 
Centre for Activist Education, University of the Western Cape, June 23, 2017. 
 
“Race and the Making of the Global Capitalist Order,” Tshisimani Centre for Activist Education, 
Cape Town, South Africa, June 21, 2017. 
 
“Monk at 100: Reflections on a Life and a Sound,” Invited Lectures, United Kingdom: Guildhall 
School of Music and Drama, London, June 14; Royal Birmingham Conservatoire, Birmingham, 
June 15; Trinity Laban Conservatoire of Music and Dance, London, June 16, 2017. 
 
“A Time to Break Silence: Remembering and Reviving Dr. King’s Call for Revolution,” 
American Studies Association Distinguished Speakers’ Bureau Lecture, Hobart and William 
Smith Colleges, April 4, 2017. 
 
“Fifty Years ‘Beyond Vietnam’: Dr. King’s Revolutionary Dream Against Our 
Neoliberal/Neofascist Nightmare,” Distinguished Lecture Series, University of Toronto, April 1, 
2017. 
 
"Rethinking the Russian Revolution with Walter Rodney," Invited Lecture, Global Studies 
Program, Purdue University, March 29, 2017. 
 
“The Life and Thought of Cedric J. Robinson,” Sawyer Seminar, University of Illinois Chicago 
Circle, March 2, 2017. 
 
“Trumpism and the Crisis of Black America,” Kamau Brathwaite Lecture, University of West 
Indies, Barbados, February 3, 2017. 
 
“Finding the Black Radical Tradition: The Education of Cedric J. Robinson,” James Weldon 
Johnson Memorial Lecture, Yale University, November 3, 2016. 
 
“Over the Rainbow: Third World Studies Against the Neoliberal Turn,” Distinguished Lecture, 
Center for the Study of Ethnicity and Race, Columbia University [25th Anniversary of CSER 
Founding], November 2, 2016. 



 

 
“‘A Female Candide’: U.S. Empire, Racial Cartographies, and the Education of Ms. Grace 
Halsell, 1959 – 1982,” David Noble Lecture in American Studies, University of Minnesota, April 
26, 2016. 
 
“Mike Brown’s Body: A Meditation on War, Race, and Freedom,” Hall Center Lecture, Kansas 
University, April 14, 2016. 
 
“Crimes of Liberty: Race War and the Unfinished Business of Abolition,” Susquehanna University, March 
17, 2016. 
 
“Fighting Apartheid Since 1948: Key Moments in Palestinian and Black Solidarity,” Oberlin College, 
March 2, 2016. 
 
“The Provocative Erroll Garner,” Distinguished Black History Month Lecture, University of Pittsburgh, 
February 17, 2016. 
 
 “Challenging White Supremacy: The Black Radical View,” Plenary, Reclaiming Our Future, The Black 
Radical Tradition Conference, Temple University, January 9, 2016. 
 
“Generations of Struggle: St. Louis from Civil Rights to Black Lives Matter,” Charles Warren Center, 
Harvard University, December 3, 2015. 
 
“Lessons from the Damned: Punditry vs. A Philosophy of Practice,” Keynote Address, “Social Movements 
and the Black Radical Tradition,” Tufts University, November 20, 2015. 
 
“Grace Halsell in Palestine,” Mellon Seminar, Tufts University, November 19, 2015. 
 
“Chisholm’s Children: Black Politics in the Neoliberal Era,” Shirley Chisholm Memorial Lecture, 
Brooklyn College, November 17, 2015. 
 
“An Ethereal Girl in an Imperial World: Inside U. S. Empire with Grace Halsell,” Comparative Empires: 
Symposium, Univ. of California, Santa Cruz, October 16, 2015. 
 
“Watts: Revolution and Counterrevolution,” Keynote Address, 50th Anniversary of Watts Rebellion, Cal 
State University Dominguez Hills, October 8, 2015. 
 
“Mike Brown’s Body: An Historical and Political Autopsy,” Dangerous Conversations: 
Raced/Gendered/Class Violence in the USA, Humanities Institute, Scripps College, September 17, 2015. 
 
“Can Urban Riots Cause Change?” Zocalo Public Square, MOCA Los Angeles, July 10, 2015. 
 
“When Opera Swings: Thoughts on ‘King Kong’ and Black Aesthetics in Apartheid South Africa,” Black 
Music and the Aesthetics of Protest, Hammer Museum, June 2, 2015 
 
“Black Space Matters: Reading Stephanie M. H. Camp in the Current Conjuncture,” Keynote address, 
“Ever Closer to Freedom: The Work and Legacies of Stephanie M. H. Camp,” University of Washington, 
Seattle, May 7-8, 2015. 
 
Toni Morrison Lectures, “Mike Brown’s Body: Meditations on War, Race, and Democracy,” Princeton 
University, April 13 – 16, 2015, available http://livestream.com/caas/events/3950233 



 

 
 Lecture 1: “John Brown’s Body: Abolition Democracy Against Perpetual War” 
 Lecture 2: “Other Brown Bodies: World War on the Working Class” 
 Lecture 3: “Ending War?: Decolonial Democracy Against Neoliberalism” 
 
“Walter Rodney and the Russian Revolution,” Walter Rodney Public Lecture, Atlanta University, April 2, 
2015. 
 
“Mike Brown’s Body:  Meditations on Race, War, and Democracy, 1859, 1865, 1915, 1965, 
2015,” Keynote address, Southern American Studies Association Meeting, Atlanta, February 20, 
2015. 
 
“In the Year 2015,” Keynote address, Confronting Racial Capitalism: The Black Radical Tradition and 
Cultures of Liberation,” City University Graduate Center, New York, November 20, 2014. 
 
“Permanent War,” Keynote address, Inaugural Howard Zinn Book Fair, San Francisco, November 15, 
2014. 
 
“John (and Michael) Brown’s Body: Meditations on War, Race and Freedom,” Reuben A. and 
Cheryl Casselberry Munday Distinguished Lecture, Cornell University, October 16, 2014. 
 
“Whiteness as Property – The Context,” Plenary Panel, Critical Race Studies Symposium, “Whiteness as 
Property: A 20-Year Appraisal,” UCLA School of Law, October 2, 2014. 
 
“From Garner to Gaza: Race and State Violence,” Lecture/Conversation, Summer Transfer Program, 
UCLA Center for Community College Partnerships, July 31, 2014. 
 
“Freedom Dreams, Freedom Now,” Keynote address, Freedom Dreams, Freedom Now Conference, 
University of Illinois, Chicago Circle, May 29, 2014. 
 
“Radical Black Studies: A Conversation with Dayo Gore,” Department of Critical Ethnic Studies, 
University of California, Riverside, May 21, 2014. 
 
 “Engaged Scholarship, Beloved Community,” Keynote address, Ronald E. McNair Scholars Program, Cal 
State University at Northridge, April 4, 2014. 
 
“The Radical Imagination: A Conversation with Robin D. G. Kelley and Taylor Mac,” Foundry Theater, 
New York, March 30, 2014. 
 
“America Today,” Conversation with Vijay Prashad and Ruth Wilson Gilmore, American University in 
Beirut, Beirut, Lebanon, March 17, 2014. 
 
“’Ruthless Criticism of Everything Existing’: Humanities in Revolutionary Times,” Activist Humanities in 
a Global Context, The Oxford Research Center for the Humanities, Oxford University, UK, March 13, 
2014. 
 
“Mad Monk: On Art and Bipolar Disorder,” Center for Jazz Studies, Columbia University, March 2, 2014. 
 
“Groundings: Black Solidarity with Palestine: A Conversation with dream hampton, Jasiri X, and Sohail 
Dalautzai,” Department of African Studies and Afrikan Students Union, UCLA, February 19, 2014. 
 



 

“Red is the New Black: The Art and Politics of Scottsboro,” University of Alabama, Tuscaloosa, in 
conjunction with the Paul Jones Gallery, February 6, 2014. 
 
“The Rebellious Rosa Parks: Conversation with Jeanne Theoharis,” ALOUD Series, Los Angeles Public 
Library, January 21, 2014. 
 
“War on Our Youth,” Race Matters Lecture Series, UC Santa Barbara, November 21, 2013. 
 
“Southern Questions: Reflections on Said, Gramsci and the Colonized,” Conference: The Right of Return 
to Edward Said, November 20, 2013. 
 
“Black Liberation Movements vs Identity Politics,” Talk to student interns, BOLD: Black Organizing for 
Leadership and Dignity, Los Angeles, November 7, 2013. 
 
“Making Emancipation: From Black Reconstruction to a Black President,” Plenary Session, Association 
for the Study of Afro-American Life and History, October 5, 2013. 
 
“Racial Justice on Trial,” Plenary Discussion, Center for Intersectionality and Policy Studies, African 
American Policy Forum, UCLA School of Law, October 2, 2013. 
 
“Civil Rights – Past, Present, Future,” 50th Anniversary of Highlander Research and Education Center, 
New Market, Tennessee, September 21, 2013. 
 
“Decolonizing Intellectual and Activist Practices,” Plenary Session, Critical Ethnic Studies Association 
Meeting, University of Illinois Chicago, September 20, 2013.  
 
"Three (Long) Marches, Three Moments of Crisis: 1963, 1988, 2013,” The Gramsci Monument, Bronx, 
New York, August 28, 2013. 
 
“U.S. vs Trayvon Martin,” Lecture/Conversation, Summer Transfer Program, UCLA Center for 
Community College Partnerships, August 8, 2013. 
 
“A Conversation with Grace Lee Boggs,” Union Center for the Arts/East West Players, Los Angeles, June 
15, 2013. [Kicked off premiere of award-winning film, “American Revolutionary: The Evolution of Grace 
Lee Bogs”] 
 
“The State of Black America 150 Years After the Emancipation Proclamation,” Celebrating St. Clair 
Drake, Stanford University, April 18, 2013. 
 
“Diasporas and Revolutions,” Migration and Sociopolitical Mobility in Africa and the African Diasporas 
International Conference Honoring Edward A. Alpers, UCLA, April 11, 2013 
 
“’A Ruthless Criticism of Everything Existing’: Intellectual Work in Revolutionary Times,” Regarding 
Humanities: A Symposium, Washington University, St. Louis, April 5, 2013. 
 
“The Changing Name: ‘Jazz’ in a Postmodern Era,” Universita' degli Studi di Cagliari, Italy, June 30, 2013 
 
“War on the Working-Class: Rethinking the Immigrant in Global History,” Universita' degli Studi di 
Cagliari, Italy, June 29, 2013 
 
“The Rise and Fall of American Democracy,” Universita' degli Studi di Cagliari, Italy, June 28, 2013 



 

 
“Thelonious Monk,” Siena Jazz University, Siena, Italy, March 25, 2013. 
 
“Confounding Myths: Ellen Gallagher’s Modernity Remix,” University of Naples (Orientale), Napoli, 
Italy, March 21, 2013 
 
“The Rise and Decline of American Democracy: Black Radicalism in the Era of Neoliberalism,” 
University of Bologna, Atlantic Studies, March 20, 2013. 
 
“Seeking Soul Sister: Grace Halsell and the Quest for a Compassionate World,” Distinguished 
Lecture, Amherst College, March 6, 2013 
 
“The Long Rise and Short Decline of American Democracy” Writer-in-Residence Lecture, University of 
Massachusetts, Amherst, March 5, 2013.  
 
“What Good is Superdiversity When the Most Diverse Institution is a Supermax Prison?” Superdiversity 
California Style: New Understandings of Race, Civil Rights, Governance and Cultural Production, 
Inaugural Conference, Institute of American Cultures, UCLA, March 1, 2013 
 
“Undocumented: World War on the Working Class,” Philosophy Colloquium Series, Cal State Fullerton, 
February 28, 2013. 
 
"The Long Rise and Short Decline of American Democracy," Charles Phelps Taft Lecture, University of 
Cincinnati, February 21, 2013. 
 
“Blues People and the Poetic Sprit: Recovering Surrealism's Revolutionary Politics," Keynote 
Address, Get Ready for the Marvelous: Black Surrealism, New York University, February 8, 
2013. 
 
“Death to the Blues!  Long Live the Blues!” Lecture, Blues for Smoke Exhibition, MOCA, Los Angeles, 
January 6, 2013. 
 
“Why Public Education Matters,” YouthBuild Louisville, Community Center, Louisville, Kentucky, 
November 9, 2012. 
 
"Neoliberalism and the War on Our Youth," Anne Braden Memorial Lecture, University of Louisville, 
Thursday, Nov. 8, 2012. 
 
"Obama's Socialist Plot?: Democracy in the Age of Neoliberalism," Penn State University, October 4, 
2012 
 
“Organizing in the Era of Neoliberalism,” Excluded Workers Congress, Los Angeles, February 18, 2012 
 
“Race, Place and Black L.A.,” Hammer Museum Lectures, Los Angeles, December 8, 2011. 
 
“The Future in the Present: Preliminary Thoughts on the Occupy Movement and Other Challenges to 
Neoliberalism,” Center for Race and Gender, U.C. Berkeley, November 14, 2011. 
 
“Thelonious Monk: Reflections,” Berklee College of Music, Boston, October 25, 2011 
 



 

“Faking It For Freedom: Grace Halsell's Amazing Journey through the Minefields of Race, Sex, Empire, 
and War -- A 20th Century Love Story,” African American Studies Distinguished Lecture, Wesleyan 
University, April 14, 2011. 
 
“"History from the Trenches: Re-Reading Gerald Gill in our Current State of War," Inaugural Gerald R. 
Gill Memorial Lectures, Tufts University, April 11, 2011. 
 
“Africa Speaks, America Answers: Modern Jazz in Revolutionary Times,” Paul Lyons Memorial Lecture, 
Stockton College, New Jersey, April 7, 2011. 
 
“Place is the Space: The ‘Hood as a Locus of Jazz History,” Spatial History Seminar, Harvard University, 
February 4, 2011. 
 
“Race in the 21st Century,” Keynote Address, Second Biennial Interdisciplinary Conference on Race, 
Monmouth College, November 12, 2010. 
 
“Monk and Nellie: A Love Story,” Allison Davis and John Davis Distinguished Lecture and Performance 
(piano), Williams College, November 11, 2010 
 
“The Meaning of (a) Life: The Work of Biography in American Studies,” Jan Cohen Memorial Lecture, 
Trinity College, November 10, 2010 
 
“Place is the Space: The ‘Hood as a Locus of Jazz History,” Distinguished lecture and performance 
(piano), Tulane University, November 5, 2010. 
 
“’When Africa Was the Thing’: Modern Jazz in Revolutionary Times,” Solomon Katz Distinguished 
Visiting Lecturer in the Humanities, Simpson Humanities Center, University of Washington, October 27, 
2010 
 
“The Jazz Atlantic: Modern Music in the Age of African Liberation,” Ioan Davies Memorial Lecture, York 
University, Toronto, Canada, October 7, 2010. 
 
“Jazz Sahara: Ahmed Abdul-Malik’s Islamic Experimentalism,” Lecture Department of Ethnomusicology, 
Faculty of Music, University of Oxford, June 15, 2010. 
 
“Post-Racial or Beloved Community? Notes on the Future of American Radicalism in the Obama Age,” 
Bristol Radical History Group, Bristol, United Kingdom, June 13, 2010. 
 
“'Burning Symbols’: Hank Willis Thomas and the Work of Art in the Age of Tyrannical (Re)Production,” 
American History Seminar, Rothermere American Institute, University of Oxford, June 2, 2010. 
 
“Africa Speaks, American Answers: Jazz in the Age of Decolonization,” The Queen’s College, Belfast, 
Northern Ireland, March 24, 2010. 
 
“‘He’s Got the Whole World in His Hands’: History and its Discontents in the Age of Obama, Harold 
Vyvyan Harmsworth Lecture, University of Oxford, November 9, 2009. 
 
"’North of the Sunset’: Thelonious Monk’s Los Angeles", Distinguished Lecture Oral HIstory Program, 
Oral History Program, UCLA, October 15, 2009.     
 



 

“New Freedom Dreams", Keynote lecture, Second Annual Pan-African Studies Forum, Cal State Los 
Angeles, May 26, 2009.     
 
"Examining the Shift from Anti-racism to Post-racial", Keynote address, 9th Annual Unity Through 
Diversity Forum, Center for Multicultural Affairs, Duke University, Spring 2009.     
 
"Race in the Age of Obama", John Hope Franklin Memorial Lecture, Adelphi University, March 29, 
2009.    
 
"Monk and Nellie: A Love Story", Distinguished Scholar-in-Residence Address, African American 
Studies, Princeton University, March 10, 2009.    
 
"Deepening Liberation: Challenging Racism, Sexism, Materialism, and Homophobia", Keynote address, 
Black Male Summit, Denison University, February 21, 2009.     
 
"Before Obama: How Black Folk Saved U. S. Democracy", Carl Ubbelohde Lecture, Case Western 
Reserve University, October 16, 2008.  
 
Confronting Obama: A Primer on Race and Empire for the Next U. S. President,” Distinguished Lecture, 
Chicano Studies, Cal State Northridge, November 25, 2008. 
 
“Speaking in Tongues: Jazz and Modern Africa,” A Common Wind: A Conference in Honor of Julius 
Scott, III, University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, November 14, 2008. 
 
“Canaan's Children: Black Ohio's Revolutionary Legacy,” Keynote address, Race and Resistance, 
1858 and 2008: Activists and Allies, Oberlin College, November 7-8, 2008. 
 
 “Reconstruction of Power: Through Critical Education for Equity and Justice for All,” Urban Forum, 
Keynote address, University of Wisconsin, Milwaukee, November 6, 2008. 
 
“Before Obama: How Black Folk Saved U. S. Democracy,” Case Western Reserve, October 16, 2008. 
 
Confronting Obama: A Primer on Race and Empire for the Next U. S. President,” Eqbal Ahmad Memorial 
Lecture, Hampshire College, October 15, 2008 
 
“Desegregation in National Context,” Keynote, Teachers Forum on Desegregating Pasadena Schools, 
Pasadena Unified School District, June 3, 2008 
 
“The African Invasion: Musical Encounters in the Age of Decolonization,” Keynote address, Transnation: 
UCLA Annual Mellon Conference, May 30, 2008. 
 
“Defying the Form: Thelonious Monk Meets Frank London Brown,” Guest Lecture, Modernism and the 
Black Metropolis, Northwestern University, May 22, 2008. 
 
“Looking Forward, Looking Back: Yo’ Mama’s Disfunktional! Fighting the Culture Wars in Urban 
America Ten Years Later,” Keynote address, Who Claims the City?, Marquette University, May 2, 2008. 
 
“Race and Terror in the Work of Hank Willis Thomas,” Parkside Senior Commons, USC, April 10, 2008. 
 
“Katrina and the Presidential Campaign,” University of Miami, April 2, 2008 
 



 

“Thelonious Monk: Life and Times of an American Original,” Los Angeles Humanities Institute, USC, 
December 14, 2007 
 
“The ‘Un’ Years: Thelonious Monk in the 1950s,” Duke University, October 27, 2007 
 
“Another Reconstruction?: Reparations in the Wake of Katrina,” Ralph Bunche Memorial Lecture, UCLA, 
May 10, 2007. 
 
“The Pursuit of Happyness: Notes on Success Narratives and Racial Violence,” Sarah Lawrence College, 
April 24, 2007. 
 
"Black and Tan Fantasies: Visualizing Race and Masculinity through the Dark Shades of Jazz," Moore 
Lecture Series on Black Masculinity, University of Oregon, April 16, 2007. 
 
“Exploiting Jazz Musicians,” Humanities Institute, Distinguished Lecture Series, University of Texas at 
Austin, April 11, 2007. 
 
“Racializing Science: Reflections on Two Centuries,” Keynote address, Conference on Science, 
Technology and the Historical Influence of Race, Drexel University, March 9, 2007. 
 
“Histories of Black Popular Culture,” Johnson C. Smith University, March 8, 2007. 
 
"Jazz Sahara: The Music of Ahmed Abdul-Malik," Distinguished Visiting Scholar (Lecture 1), 
Washington University in St. Louis, February 28, 2007. 
 
“The Education of Thelonious Monk,” Distinguished Visiting Scholar (Lecture 2), Washington University 
in St. Louis, March 1, 2007. 
 
 “Visualizing Race: Three Episodes,” Keynote speaker, Eighth Annual American Studies Conference, 
Macalaster College, February 19, 2007. 
 
“A Joyful Noise: Radical Spirituality and Modern Jazz,” Distinguished Lecture, Lewis and Clark College, 
February 13, 2007. 
 
“‘Jazz and Freedom Go Hand in Hand!’: Thelonious Monk Plays the ‘60s,” Reed College, February 12, 
2007. 
 
“Young Monk,” Faculty Research Forum, Mt. Holyoke College, April 25, 2006. 
 
A. Wade Smith Memorial Lecture on Race Relations, “Another Reconstruction: Debating Reparations and 
Race in Post-Katrina America,” Arizona State University, March 23, 2006. 
 
“The Tree is Known by It’s Fruit”: Leadership and Activism in the 21st Century,” Student 
Symposium/Lecture, Arizona State University, March 23, 2006. 
 
Shirley Kennedy Memorial Lecture, “’Africa Speaks, America Answers’: The Drum Wars of Guy 
Warren,” University of California, Santa Barbara, March 30, 2006. 
 
Second Annual African American History Month Lecture, “The Education of Thelonious Monk,” 
University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill, February 23, 2006. 
 



 

Provost Lecture Series, “’Africa Speaks, America Answers’: The Drum Wars of Guy Warren,” SUNY 
Binghamton, February 9, 2006. 
 
“Monk’s Dance,” Philosophy on Stage, (Music and text performance/collaboration with Patrick Pulsinger 
at Ovalhalle Museumsquartier), Vienna, Austria, November 10, 2005. 
 
Addison Gayle Memorial Lecture, “The Education of Thelonious Monk,” Baruch College, New York, 
November 3, 2005. 
 
“’We Threaten the World’: African Americans and U.S. Empire,” American Studies Center of the 
University of the Ryukyus, Okinawa, Japan, August 31, 2005. 
 
“’A Joyful Noise’: Modern Jazz and Spirituality,” American Studies Center of the University of the 
Ryukyus, Okinawa, Japan, September 2, 2005. 
 
“It’s You: Next Wave of Attacks on Civil Liberties,” Keynote address, Charles H. Revson Fellows Annual 
Dinner, Columbia University, New York City, May 3, 2005. 
 
Russell B. Nye Lecture, “The Education of Thelonious Monk,” Michigan State University, March 31, 
2005. 
 
“’The Oppressed People of the Earth are the Majority,’” ” Keynote Address, American Studies/Ethnic 
Studies, Conference at Williams College, March 11, 2005 
 
“Monk’s Musical Journey,” Lecture presented, "In Celebration of William L. Dawson: An Exploration of 
African-American Music and Identity at the Dawn of the 21st Century," Emory University, Atlanta, GA, 
March 4, 2005. 
 
Convocation Address, “’We Threaten the World’: Black Internationalism vs. U.S. Empire,” Bowie State 
University, Maryland, February 8, 2005 
 
“Teaching to Change the World,” Barnard College, October 28, 2004 
 
“Liberating Memories: Social Movements and the Power of History,” Keynote address, ‘ When History 
Wakes’: Cultural and Ecological Memory, Pacifica Graduate Institute, Santa Barbara, Calif., October 16, 
2004. 
 
“Movement Building in the Bush Era,” Keynote Adress, CAAAV Organizing Asian Communities Annual 
Dinner, St. Patrick’s Youth Center, New York, October 1, 2004. 
 
Plenary Session, “Life After Capitalism,” CUNY Graduate Center, August 20, 2004. 
 
“Teaching to Change the World,” keynote address, Center for Urban Education, Long Island University, 
Brooklyn, May 1, 2004 
 
“Historical Context for ‘Things of Dry Hours,’” Pittsburgh Public Theater, April 13, 2004.  [Play by 
MacArthur- genius grantee, Naomi Wallace, inspired by my first book, Hammer and Hoe.] 
 
“Jazz Sahara: The Music of Ahmed Abdul-Malik,” ECHO Lecture, UCLA, April 7, 2004. 
 



 

“Constructing the Past, Creating the Future: The Legacy of Nell Irvin Painter,” Keynote address 
(conference the same title), Princeton University, April 2, 2004. 
 
“When the Spirit Returns: Jazz and Modern Africa,” Ena H. Thompson Lectures [three lectures], Pomona 
College, April 6, 8, 9, 2004 
 
“Labor Against Empire, at Home and Abroad,” Keynote address, Race and Labor Matters, CUNY 
Graduate Center, December 5, 2003. 
 
“Jazz Folk Here and There: A Trans-Atlantic Conversation,” Inaugural HGSA Lecture, University of 
Maryland, December 1, 2003.  
 
“Marabi Modernists: Swinging Under Apartheid,” Nathan I. Huggins Lectures, Harvard University, 
November 20, 2003 
 
“Drum Wars: ‘Africa Speaks, America Answers,’” Nathan I. Huggins Lectures, Harvard University, 
November 19, 2003 
 
“’Uhuru Afrika’: Spiritual Strivings in the Age of Decolonization,” Nathan I. Huggins Lectures, Harvard 
University, November 18, 2003 
 
“Jazz and the Civil Rights Movement,” Walker Ames Lecture, University of Washington, November 13, 
2003 
 
“Of Jazz and Freedom,” W.E.B. DuBois Distinguished Lecture, Miami University of Ohio, October 7, 
2003. 
 
“What my Teachers Taught Me About Justice,” Commencement Address, College of Arts and Sciences, 
California State University at Long Beach, May 29, 2003. 
 
“Jazz Folk Here and There: A Trans-Atlantic Conversation,” St. Claire Drake Lecture, Stanford 
University, May 23, 2003.  
 
“Writing History to Change the World,” SUNY Albany, Phi Alpha Theta Distinguished Lecture, April 4, 
2003. 
 
“Souls of Black Folk: A Centennial Celebration,” Dramatic reading of DuBois, Souls of Black Folk, with 
Danny Glover, Phylicia Rashad and Jeffrey Wright, CUNY Graduate Center, April 7, 2003. 
 
“Say It”: Towards a Politics of Love and the Marvelous,” Lecture, “Themes of Love and Liberation in the 
History and Politics of Resistance Movements," Conference in Honor of Carol Gilligan, NYU Law School, 
November 8, 2002. 
 
“Freedom Dreams: Thoughts on the Black Radical Imagination,” Askwith Forum lecture series, Harvard 
School of Education, September 23, 2002. 
 
“More than a Paycheck,” Montgomery Lecture, Dartmouth College, July 23, 2002. 
 
“A Day of Reckoning: Reparations as a Social Movement,” Rayford Logan Memorial Lecture, Howard 
University, April 10, 2002. 
 



 

“Writing History to Change the World,” Keynote, Phi Alpha Theta Induction, St. John’s University, April 
8, 2002. 
 
“Dreaming as Intellectual Work,” Faculty Seminar, Brooklyn College, March 15, 2002. 
 
“Thelonious Monk and Modern Jazz,” Performance/lecture with Salim Washington Ensemble, Brooklyn 
College, March 14, 2002. 
 
“Race and the American Labor Movement,” Lecture, Brooklyn College, March 14, 2002. 
 
“Jazz and Freedom Go Hand in Hand,” Robert L. Hess Memorial Lecture, Brooklyn College, March 13, 
2002. 
 
“The Globalization of African American History,” Lecture, School of Education, Brooklyn College, March 
12, 2002. 
 
“This Battlefield Called Life: Black Feminist Dreams,” Women’s Studies/Women’s Center Forum, 
Brooklyn College, March 12, 2002. 
 
“Academia and Social Responsibility,” Lecture and discussion, Brooklyn College, March 11, 2002 [part of 
Robert L. Hess Residency] 
 
“Day of Reckoning: Dreams of Reparations,” Lecture, Brooklyn College, March 11, 2002 [part of Robert 
L. Hess Residency] 
 
“Let Freedom Ring: Jazz and the Political Imagination,” Jazz and History Lecture, Center for Jazz Studies, 
Columbia University, February 26, 2002 
 
“W.E.B. DuBois and Reparations,” Plenary Session for The Color Line, Then and Now, New York 
University, sponsored by the Brecht Forum, February 23, 2002. 
 
“Criss Cross: Thelonious Monk and the Black Freedom Movement,” W.E.B. DuBois Lecture, George 
Mason University, February 7, 2002 
 
W.E.B. and Shirley Graham DuBois Lecture, “’A Day of Reckoning’: Dreams of Reparations,” Colgate 
University, January 25, 2002. 
 
“’Looking at Monk’: The Making of a Visual Icon,” Studio Museum of Harlem, New York, October 11, 
2001. 
 
“New York Sounds: Towards a New Sonic History of Jazz,” Roundtable on Jazz in New York City (with 
Albert Murray, Dan Morgenstern, Geoffrey Ward, and Gary Giddins), Gotham Center, CUNY, April 26, 
2001. 
 
“People in Me: Beyond Multiculturalism,” Georgetown University, April 24, 2001. 
 
“Freedom or Democracy?: What Humanists Can Learn from Jazz,” The Future of the Humanities, 
Distinguished Lecture Series, Cleveland State University, April 13, 2001. 
 
“Let Freedom Ring: Jazz and the Political Imagination,” Faculty Resource Network Anniversary, Keynote 
Lecture, Spelman College, March 27, 2001. 



 

 
“’Jazz and Freedom Go Hand in Hand’: Thelonious Monk Plays the Politics of the 1960s,” CAM Lecture, 
New York Public Library, March 21, 2001. 
 
“Freedom Dreams: Black Feminist Visions of Democracy,” Distinguished Lecture, Sara Lawrence 
College, March 8, 2001. 
 
“’Let’s Call This’: Thelonious Monk’s Challenge to Bebop,” Institute for Studies in American Music, 
Brooklyn College, February 20, 2001 
 
“’Jazz and Freedom Go Hand in Hand’: Thelonious Monk Plays the Politics of the 1960s,” W.E.B. DuBois 
Lecture, George Mason University, February 7, 2001. 
 
“Black and Tan Fantasies: Seeing Race Through the Dark Shades of Jazz,” Keynote address, Visions of 
Race Conference, Cleveland Museum, February 3, 2001. 
 
“In a Mist: Thoughts on Ken Burns’s ‘Jazz’” Brecht Forum, New York City, February 2, 2001. 
 
“Work and Play,” Presentation as part of “Platform,” an Installation by Renee Green,  Swiss Institute, 
December 21, 2000. 
 
“Making ‘To Make Our World Anew,’: Thoughts on a New African American History,” Program in 
African American Studies, University of Pennsylvania, November 28, 2000. 
 
“Without a Song: The Musicians Strike of 1935-36 and the Problem of the “Laboring Artist,” Keynote 
address, North American Labor History Conference, Wayne State University, Detroit, October 19, 2000. 
 
“Dreaming,” Distinguished Lecture Series in Labor History, University of Wisconsin, Green Bay, October 
5, 2000. 
 
“‘Criss Cross’: Thelonious Monk Plays the Politics of the 1960s,” Symposium, Newport Jazz Festival, 
Newport, Rhode Island, August 9, 2000. 
 
“’Criss Cross’: Thelonious Monk Plays the Politics of the 1960s,” Montgomery Lecture, Dartmouth 
College, July 19, 2000. 
 
“Oral History and the Jazz Narrative: Re-thinking Thelonious Monk and Bebop’s Origins,” Annual Oral 
History Lecture, UCLA Oral History Program, May 23, 2000. 
 
“Lessons from the Alabama Communists,” Atlanta Book Club, Project South [grassroots organization], 
Atlanta, May 11, 2000. 
 
“Criss Cross: Thelonious Monk and the Politics of the Avant-Garde,” Center for Jazz Studies symposium, 
Columbia University, May 5-6, 2000. 
 
“Reparations and the Labor Movement,” Coalition of Black Trade Unionists, Midwest Regional Meeting, 
Minneapolis, April 29, 2000. 
 
“Adrienne Kennedy’s Surrealist Vision,” Symposium on Adrienne Kennedy, Macalaster College, April 29, 
2000. 
 



 

“Building Bridges: The Challenges of Communities of Color to Labor,” Keynote lecture, Labor History 
Month, Macalaster College, April 28, 2000. 
 
“How the West was One: On the Uses and Limitations of Diaspora,” Transcending Traditions, conference 
on the African Diaspora sponsored by the African Studies Center, University of Pennsylvania, April 20, 
2000. 
 
“’Let’s Call This’: Thelonious Monk and the Myth of Bebop’s Origins,” Carnegie Mellon University, 
April 14, 2000. 
 
“When History Sleeps: Discovering the Marvelous in the Dreams of the Exploited (circa 1700-
2000),” E. P. Thompson Lecture, University of Pittsburgh, April 13, 2000. 
 
“Building Coalitions,” Plenary Session, Socialist Scholars Conference, New York City, March 31, 2000. 
 
“’Let’s Call This’: Thelonious Monk’s Challenge to Bebop,” Center for Jazz Studies, Lecture Series, 
Columbia University, March 28, 2000. 
 
“Culture as a Space for Dreaming,” Distinguished Lecture in Cultural Studies, Penn State University, 
March 23, 2000. 
 
Conscience or Consciousness?: Lessons from the Black Freedom Movement,” University-wide Lecture 
Series on “Conscience,” March 15, 2000. 
 
“People in Me: Dancing to the Polycultural Rhythms of Blackness,” Race and Identity Lecture Series, 
Long Island University, March 9, 2000. 
 
“Dreaming: The Poetics and Politics of Black Social Movements,” Distinguished Lecture, University of 
Connecticut, February 24, 2000. 
 
“Ark-Illogically Speaking: Recovering Hip Hop’s Blutopian Vision,” Distinguished Lecture on Race and 
Ethnicity, University of Rhode Island, February 9, 2000. 
 
“Politics and Knowledge: On the Poetry of Social Movements,” Martin Luther King, Jr., 
Distinguished Lecture, Dartmouth College, January 17, 2000. 
 
“Unfinished Migrations: Rethinking the African Diaspora,” Black Atlantic Faculty Seminar, Rutgers 
University, December 9, 1999. 
 
“Misterioso,” Tonic, November 8, 1999 [“Thermodynamic” reading with pianist Craig Taborn, lower east 
side club.] 
 
“Social Justice/Social Movements,” Forum on Mumia Abu-Jamal (with Farah Jasmine Griffin), Princeton 
University, September 23, 1999. 
 
Series of lectures on American and African American History, USIA Visiting Scholar, Bogazaci 
University, Istanbul, Turkey, May 22-30, 1999. 
 
“The Problem with Vouchers,” Black Educational Forum, Sponsored by the Black Radical Congress, City 
College, New York, May 15, 1999. 
 



 

“Misterioso: In Search of Thelonious Monk,” American Studies Forum, City University of New York, 
April 29, 1999. 
 
“‘An Appeal to the Coloured World’: Black History’s Global Vision,” Alton Hornsby, Jr., Distinguished 
Lecture, Morehouse College, March 25, 1999. 
 
“Traditions of Resistance: Women and Public Sector Unionism,” Women’s History Month Lecture, DC-37 
Social Service Workers Local, New York, March 10, 1999. 
 
“Dreaming,” Plenary Session for ‘Intellectuals and Activism: A Conference,’ New York University, 
March 5, 1999. 
 
“New Monastery: Monk and Free Jazz,” Comparative Studies in Social Transformation, University of 
Michigan, February 25, 1999. 
 
“Ugly Beauty:  The Music of Thelonious Monk,” Program in American Culture, University of Michigan, 
February 24, 1999 
 
“Black Like Mao: Red China and Black Liberation,” Sociology Department, University of Michigan, 
February 24, 1999. 
 
“Building Bridges: The Challenge of Organized Labor in Communities of Color,” Aspen Institute, 
Roundtable on Comprehensive Community Initiatives, November 1998. 
 
“What Is the Black Radical Tradition?” Keynote lecture, ‘Afric’s Sons and Daughters with Banner Red’: 
Re-Thinking Black Radicalism, Temple University, October 24, 1998. 
 
“‘It’s Always Night’: Surrealism and the Black World,” Sonya Stone Memorial Lecture, University of 
North Carolina, September 22, 1998. 
 
“How the West was One: Reflections on Internationalization African American History,” Center for 
Historical Research, Amsterdam, Holland, June 25-26, 1998 and Cambridge University, June 29, 1998. 
 
“Misterioso: In Search of Thelonious Monk,” and “New Monastery: Monk and the Jazz Avant Garde,” 
University of California at San Diego, May 7, 1998. 
 
“New Directions,” Plenary Session, Founding Convention of Scholars, Artists, Writers for Social Justice 
(SAWSJ), April 24, 1998. 
 
“Ugly Beauty: Reading Monk’s Music,” University of California at Santa Cruz, April 14, 1998. 
 
with Farah Jasmine Griffin, “Thelonious Monk and Billie Holiday: Rethinking Biography and 
African American Studies,” DuBois Dialogue Series, Center for Black Literature and Culture, 
University of Pennsylvania, March 20, 1998. 
 
“New Monastery: Thelonious Monk and Free Jazz,” North Carolina Jazz Festival, University of North 
Carolina, February 27, 1998. 
 
“Misterioso: In Search of Thelonious Monk,” Distinguished Lecture Series, Afro-American Studies, 
Claremont Colleges, February 2, 1998. 
 



 

 “There are No Coons Here,” Symposium on the Opera Amistad, Lyric Opera, Chicago, December 29, 
1997. 
 
“People in Me: On the Polycultural Nature of Blackness,” Distinguished Lecture Series, University of 
Texas at Austin, December 4, 1997. 
 
Misterioso: In Search of Thelonious Monk,” W.E.B. DuBois Distinguished Lecture in African American 
Studies, Wesleyan University, April 22, 1997 
 
“Ugly Beauty: Thelonious Monk and the Postwar Avant Garde,” Postwar History Seminar, Princeton 
University, December 1, 1997 
 
“How the West was One: On the Limits and Possibilities of Diaspora,” Inaugural Keynote lecture, Black 
Atlantic Project, Rutgers University, September 30, 1997. 
 
“Thelonious Monk and Postwar Visual Culture,” Fine Arts Faculty Seminar, University of Melbourne, 
August 14, 1997. 
 
“Black Like Mao: Red China and Black Revolution,” History Department Faculty Seminar, University 
of Melbourne, August 21, 1997. 
 
“Neo-cons of the Black Nation: Beyond Self-Help,” Distinguished Martin Luther King, Jr.. speaker, Sarah 
Lawrence College, February 22, 1996. 
 
“Looking B(l)ackward: Notes on the Future of African American Studies,” Medgar Evers College, 
Brooklyn, New York, February 20, 1997. 
 
“The Black Freedom Movement, 1900-1954,” African Educational Forum, Yonkers, New York, February 
16, 1997. 
 
“Playing for Keeps: African American Youth in the Postindustrial City,” annual Marion Wright Thompson 
Lecture, Rutgers University, Newark Campus, February 15, 1997. 
 
“Critical Black History,” Brecht Forum, New York City, February 7, 1997. 
 
“All Aboard the Enlightenment Train” Teach-In on the U.S. Labor Movement, Columbia University, 
October 3, 1996; also presented at CUNY Graduate Center, November 18, 1996. 
 
“The Black Liberation Movement and the Left: A Historical Perspective,” Labor/Community Strategy 
Center, Los Angeles, California, July 18, 1996. 
 
“The Black Liberation Movement and the Left--A Mini-Course,” Labor/Community Strategy Center, Los 
Angeles, California, July 19-28, 1996.  Four lectures: I. Slavery, Colonialism, and the Making of the Black 
Working Class; II. Black Revolt in the Age of Empire, 1877-1919; III. Garvey’s Ghost: Black 
Internationalism and the National-Colonial Question, 1919-1939; IV. Black Liberation Movements and the 
New World Order, 1939-1968; V. To the Plants: Black Liberation and the Party Building Movement, 
1970s to Present 
 
“Re-Building the Left in the Age of Global Capital,” Series of Lectures and Seminars at the Labor 
Community Strategy Center, Organizers School, July 18-30, 1996. 
 



 

“Labor Wars/Culture Wars: Why Culture and Community Struggles Matter,” Labor Resource Center, 
Queens College, June 21, 1996. 
 
“How Marxist Commitment is Developed and Sustained,” Forum for 60th Anniversary of Science and 
Society, Brecht Forum, May 4, 1996 
 
“Renewing the Labor Press,” Metro Labor Press Council, Annual Meeting, May 3, 1996. 
 
“Straight from the Underground: Music and Politics from Soul to Hip Hop,” Community Youth Center, 
Schenectady, April 25, 1996. 
 
“Labor and the Culture Wars,” Socialist School, New Directions, Stony Point, New Jersey, March 29, 
1996. 
 
“Universities and Unions: Toward an Historical Perspective,” Graduate Employees Organization Forum, 
Yale University, February 29, 1996. 
 
“The Impact of Globalization on the U.S. Working Class,” presented at “The Future of the U.S. Working 
Class,” Committees of Correspondence, Labor Committee, New York City, November 18, 1995. 
 
 “Looking B(l)ackward,” Allison Davis Lecture, Northwestern University, October 22, 1995. 
 
“The Incarceration of Civil Society,” Safe Communities: Toward A Comprehensive Urban Agenda, Penn 
Center, Helena Island, South Carolina, October 5-8, 1995. 
 
“Emmett Till in the Context of Cold War America,” presented at “America’s Darker Moments: 
Reflections,” Yale University, September 23, 1995. 
 
“The Assault on Affirmative Action,” Forum on affirmative action sponsored by the International Socialist 
Organization, CUNY Grad Center, August 9, 1995. 
 
“The Meaning of ‘Race Rebels’ in the Current Crisis,” House of the Lord Church, Lecture sponsored by 
the National Association of Black Journalists, July 22, 1995. 
 
“Third Grade, You’re Out!: How the Erosion of Civil Society and the Expansion of the Criminal Justice 
System undermines Black Youth,” Black Student Leadership Network and Children’s Defense Fund 
Retreat, Haley Farm, Tennessee, July 8, 1995. 
 
“Historical Reflections on the Problems of Community Building in the Modern City,” presented at “The 
American City,” conference sponsored by the National Humanities Center, Research Triangle, North 
Carolina, April 22-25, 1995. 
 
“The Critics Dilemma: Notes on the History of the Lincoln Brigade,” Socialist Scholars Conference, New 
York City, April 9, 1995. 
 
“The Uprising of ‘34: Memory/History/Silence,” New York University, March 21, 1995. 
 
"Looking B(l)ackward: African-American Studies in the Age of Identity Politics," Keynote Lecture, 
delivered at "The Negro Problem, 1895-1995," Princeton University, March 3, 1995. 
 



 

The House Negro Within: Malcolm X and the Black Bourgeoisie,” The Dale Somers Memorial Lecture, 
Georgia State University, November 17, 1994; Martin Luther King Day Lecture, University of Michigan, 
January 16, 1995; Black History Month Lecture, Fordham University, February 28, 1996. 
 
"I've Got a Lumpen in My Throat: Thinking about the Black Working Class in the late 20th Century," 
Faculty Seminar, Georgia State University, November 17, 1994. 
 
'Yo Mama's Disfunktional!': Black Urban Culture and the Predicament of Social Science," Distinguished 
Lecture Series, sponsored by the Afro-American Studies Program, Duke University, November 9, 1994. 
 
"Nap Time Reading: Narrating the Afro," Hairpiece: Roundtable Discussion on Black Hair, American 
Studies Association, Nashville, Tenn., October 27-30, 1994. 
 
"Pleasure and Profit on the Playground: Toward a Political Economy of Play on the Urban Terrain," 
presented at "Race Matters: Black Americans and the U.S. Terrain," Princeton University, April 29-30, 
1994. 
 
"'Check the Technique': Black Urban Culture and the Predicament of Social Science," W.E.B. DuBois 
Distinguished Lecture, City University New York, April 26, 1994.  Also presented at presented at 
"Reconfiguring the Culture Concept," Comparative Studies in Social Transformation, University of 
Michigan, October 3, 1993; Yale University, American Studies Program, February 18, 1994 
 
"Black Youth Culture: The View from the Academy," keynote address, "Ego Trippin': The Cultural 
Politics of Rap and Hip Hop," conference held at University of Maryland, College Park, February 24-25, 
1994. 
 
"Writing Black Working Class History in the Present," presented at "Working in a Multicultural Society," 
Conference held at the University of Michigan, November 13-14, 1993. 
 
"Chocolate Cities: The Black Working Class and the Transformation of Urban America," Benefit for 
Proctor-Niebyl Library, Berkeley, California, September 26, 1993. 
 
"What If Jack Sheppard and Malcolm Little Met in Los Angeles in 1992?" Paper Presented at a 
Roundtable Discussion on Peter Linebaugh, The London Hanged and David Roediger, The Wages of 
Whiteness, Organization of American Historians Meeting, Anaheim, California, April 16, 1993. 
 
"African Americans and the CIO in the South," Wayne State University, March 5, 1993. 
 
"The Black Radical Tradition in History," DePaul University and Malcolm X College, Chicago, February 
22, 1993. 
 
"Culture, Politics, and Working Class Resistance," Black Men in Unions Annual Meeting, Detroit, 
Michigan, February 18, 1993. 
 
"African Americans in the Spanish Civil War," Veterans of the Abraham Lincoln Brigade, West Coast 
Branch Annual Banquet, Oakland, California, February 14, 1993. 
 
"Lessons of a Crook: The Politics of Malcolm Little as Criminal and Inmate," Lecture delivered to 
Boysville Detention Center, Saline Michigan, February 8, 1993. 
 



 

"Congested Terrain: Gender, Race, Space and Resistance on Public Transportation in Birmingham, 
Alabama, 1941-1945," Department of Sociology, University of Michigan, January 1993. 
 
"The Cultural Politics of Young Malcolm Little," Lorraine Williams Memorial Lecture, Howard 
University, October 1, 1992 
 
"'This Ain't Ethiopia, But It'll Do': African-Americans in the Lincoln Battalion," Oliver Law Scholarship 
Fund-raiser, Wayne State University, May 1, 1992 
 
"Re-Thinking Black Working-Class Opposition in the Jim Crow South," presented at "Race, Class, and 
Gender: Re-Working American Labor History," University of Wisconsin, Madison, April 9, 1992.   
 
"The Body Politics of the P.C. Debate," Organization of American Historians, Chicago, April 4, 1992 
 
"The Forgotten Struggle: Birmingham's Black Poor in the Age of Civil Rights," University of North 
Carolina, Greensboro, March 19, 1992 
 
"The Riddle of the Zoot: Malcolm Little and Black Cultural Politics During World War II," Seminar on 
Race and Racism, University of Chicago, February 14, 1992; also presented at University of Missouri, 
Columbia, February 18, 1992 
 
"'A Bird in the Hand': The Political Economy of Crack Cocaine in the Period of Flexible Accumulation," 
presented at University of Missouri, Columbia, February 18, 1992 
 
"From Bebop to Hip Hop: the Politics of Music," Lecture delivered to Boysville Detention Center, Saline 
Michigan, February 11, 1992. 
 
 


