
EDWARD A. ALPERSPRIVATE 


Curriculum Vitae

Education
A.B., magna cum laude, Harvard College, 1963

Ph.D., University of London, School of Oriental and African Studies, 1966

Awards, Grants, and Honors
Harvard Scholarship, 1963

Travel Grant, University of London Senate, 1964

Humanities Institute, University of California, Summer Fellowship, 1970

Ford Foundation Institutional Grant, African Studies Center, 


UCLA, Research Fellowship, 1972-1973

Fundação Calouste Gulbenkian, Lisbon, Portugal, Research Grant, 1975

National Endowment for the Humanities, Independent Study and 


Research Fellowship, 1978-1979

Fulbright Senior Fellowship, Somalia, 1980

James S. Coleman African Studies Center, UCLA, Research Assistance, 1978; Travel Grants, 
1983, 1994, 1997

Center for Afro-American Studies, UCLA Travel Grant, 1981

UCLA Academic Senate, Committee on Research Grants (multiple)

UCLA, Council on International Comparative Studies, Study Grant, 1983-1984, 1984-1985

UCLA, Institute of American Cultures, Research Grant 1983-1984

American Council of Learned Societies, Travel Grant, 1984

UCLA, International Studies and Overseas Programs Travel Grants, 1994, 1997

Eta Chapter of Phi Beta Kappa, Honorary Member, 1995

Who’s Who in America, 1996-present

UCLA, Honors Collegium Faculty Award, 1996

Humanities Research Centre, The Australian National University, Conference Visitorship, 1998

Boniface I. Obichere Lifetime Achievement Award for Outstanding Contribution to African 
Studies, Boniface I. Obichere Center, California State University, Northridge, 1999

UCLA, Ford Foundation, Cultural Studies in the African Diaspora Conference Travel Grant, 


2000

Co-P.I., Chancellor’s Fund for Academic Border Crossing, UCLA, 2001-2003
Co-P.I., University of California Humanities Research Institute, Conference Grant, 2001-2002

Directory of American Scholars, 2001

P.I., Global Impact Research Grant, UCLA International Institute, 2003-2005

25th Sivert O. and Marjorie Allen Skotheim Lecturer, Whitman College, Walla 


Walla, WA, October 2003
U.S. Speaker and Specialist Grant, Department of State, Bureau of International Information 


Programs, Mozambique, March 2004
Distinguished Africanist Award, University of Texas at Austin, April 2014

Keynote Speaker, People of African Descent: Recognition, Empowerment and Power, 

UNESCO/Brock University Conference, St. Catharine, Ontario, Canada, September 2014
Keynote Speaker, Darshak Itihas Nidhi International Conference: Trans-regional Trade and 

Traders: Situating Gujarat in the Indian Ocean from early times to c.1900, Surat, Gujarat, India, December 2015
Keynote Speaker, International Conference “Disease Dispersion and Impact in the Indian Ocean 
World,” Indian Ocean World Centre, McGill University, September 2016

“Five Decades with Africa and African Diasporas: Edward Alpers and Global African History,” 

four panels in my honor at the Annual Meeting of the African Studies Association, Washington, D.C., 1-3 December 2016
Academic Appointments
Winter 1965, Workers Education Association, Ashford, Kent, England

July 1966-February 1968, Lecturer in History, University College,


Dar es Salaam, Tanzania, University of East Africa

1966-1974 (on leave to March 1968), Assistant Professor of History, UCLA

1975-1982, Associate Professor of History, UCLA

August 1976, Associate, Centro de Estudos Africanos, Universidade 


Eduardo Mondlane, Maputo, Mozambique

January-July 1980, Lecturer in History, College of Education,


Somali National University, Lafoole, Somalia

1982-2013, Professor of History, UCLA

2013-2016, Research Professor of History, UCLA

Editorial Positions
Editor, Association of Concerned Africa Scholars Newsletter, 1983-1985

Member, Editorial Board, African Economic History, 1985-1991

Advisory Board, Historical Abstracts (ABC-CLIO), 1994-present
Contributing Editor, Comparative Studies of South Asia, Africa and the Middle East, 1997-

2007
Member, International Advisory Board, Bildhaan: An International Journal of Somali Studies, 


2001-present
Member, Board of Editors, The American Historical Review, 2002-2005

Member, Advisory Panel, Campus Social: Revista Lusófona de Ciências Sociaias (Lisboa), 


2004-2007
Member, Editorial Advisory Board, Afriques: Débats, methods et terrains d’histoire (Paris), 

2012-present
Member, Editorial Board, Book Series on “Slavery: Past and Present,” Cambria Press, 2012-

present
Member, Editorial Advisory Board, Indian Ocean Studies Series, Ohio University Press, 2013-

present
Member, Editorial Board, Journal of Global Slavery, 2015-present
Senior Editor, Oxford Research Encyclopedia of Asian History, 2015-2018
Member, Editorial Board, Journal of Indian Ocean World Studies, 2015-present
Professional Activities
African Studies Association, Member, Board of Directors, 1985-1988; Executive Committee, 
1985-1988; Development Committee, 1990-1992; Vice President/President-Elect, 1992-
1993; President, 1993-1994; Past President, 1994-1995; Text Prize Committee, 1995 & 
1997; Annual Meeting Program Chair, 2001; Chair, 50 Anniversary Campaign, 

2004-2007
Association of Concerned Africa Scholars, Member, Board of Directors, 1983-1993;


Executive Committee, 1983-1985

Articles refereed for African Affairs, African Economic History, African Studies Review, 
Afriques, Atlantic Studies, Canadian Journal of African Studies, Cultural Anthropology, Eighteenth-Century Studies, Food and Foodways, History in Africa, International Journal of African Historical Studies, International Journal of Cultural Policy, International Journal of Middle East Studies, Journal of Africana Religions, Journal of Arabian Studies, Journal of Eastern African Studies, Journal of Global Slavery, Journal of Imperial and Commonwealth History, Journal of Indian Ocean World Studies, Journal of World History, Kronos: Southern African Histories, Latin American Perspectives, Lusotopie, Political and Legal Anthropology Review, Rethinking History, Slavery & Abolition, Ufahamu, Victorian Studies

Books refereed for ASA Press, Brill, Cambridge University Press, Duke University Press, 
Greenwood Press, Heinemann, Indiana University Press, James Currey, Methuen, Monthly Review Press, National University of Singapore Press, Ohio University Press, Oxford University Press, Palgrave Macmillan, Prentice Hall, Princeton University Press, UCLA Center for Afro-American Studies, University of California Press, University of Hawai’i Press, University of Minnesota Press, University of Rochester Press, University of Texas Press, University of Virginia Press, University of Wisconsin Press, Wadsworth, Westview Press
Book reviews for American Historical Review, African Studies Review, Bulletin of SOAS, H-

AfrTeach, International Journal of African Historical Studies, The International 
History Review, Journal of African History, Journal of Modern African Studies, Los Angeles Times, Pacific Historical Review, Rethinking History, Slavery & Abolition, Tanzania Notes and Records, The Historian, The International History Review, Ufahamu

Grant proposals reviewed for the National Endowment for the Humanities (NEH), 1980-2000
Panels organized or chaired for meetings of the American Historical Association (1975, 1999, 
2000, 2012), African Studies Association (1978, 1979, 1982, 1984, 1985, 1993, 1996, 

2001, 2002, 2003, 2005), Middle East Studies Association (1997)

Various other papers for professional meetings, invited conference papers, invited lectures


and seminars, and international conferences in the United States, Canada, Costa Rica, 

Brazil, England, France, Germany, Sweden, The Comoros, Ethiopia, Ghana, Kenya, Madagascar, Malawi, Mauritius, Morocco, Mozambique, Qatar, Somalia, South Africa, Tanzania, Uganda, Qatar, United Arab Emirates, Zimbabwe, Israel, India, Australia (detailed list upon request)

Promotion and tenure reviews for Arizona State University, Brandeis University, Emory 
University, Framingham State University,  Harvard University, The Johns Hopkins University, Loyola Marymount University, Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Max Planck Institute, Munich (initial appointment), Mount Holyoke College, North Carolina State University, Northwestern University, The Ohio State University, Princeton University, Santa Clara University, Stanford University, State University of New York-Albany, Stony Brook University, Texas Southern University, Tufts University, Universidade Eduardo Mondlane (Mozambique), University of California, Davis, San Diego, and Santa Barbara, University of Cambridge, University of Hawai ‘i Mānoa, University of Illinois-Urbana/Champaign, University of Iowa, University of Massachusetts-Boston, University of Minnesota-Twin Cities, University of New Mexico, University of North Carolina-Greensboro, University of Oregon, University of Pennsylvania, University of Toronto, University of Toronto at Scarborough, University of Virginia, Wright State University
Consultant on Africa for Organization of American Historians project to develop


material on women in third world countries for inclusion in world civilization and area


studies courses, Fund for the Improvement of Postsecondary Education grant, 1987-1988

Co-Director, Project to integrate scholarship from women's studies and ethnic studies


into general education courses in the humanities and social sciences at UCLA, two-


year grant from Fund for the Improvement of Postsecondary Education, 1987-1989.

California Post Secondary Education Commission, Advisory Committee on AB 2016, 1988

Alliance for Undergraduate Education, UCLA representative, 1987-1995; executive committee, 
1988-89; co-chair, 1989-1992

Consultant on Undergraduate Curriculum: University of Michigan-Ann Arbor, April 1991; 
University of Colorado-Boulder, June 1991

Consultant on General Education standards, Western Association of Schools and Colleges 
(WASC), 1990

Reviewer for National Research Council (NRC), Committee for the Study of Research-Doctorate Programs in the United States, May 1993

Ad hoc review committee for an endowed chair, Harvard University, March 1994

NRC, Review panelist for Ford Foundation Postdoctoral Fellowships for Minorities Program, 
1994-1996

WASC Accreditation Team member for University of California, Santa Cruz, May 1994

Reviewer, Fellowship selection, The Woodrow Wilson Center, Washington, D.C., 1994-1997 NEH Advisory Committee, Lincoln Park Zoo, 1994-1995

Member, Panel for Sub-Saharan Africa, College and University Affiliations Program, Academy 


for Educational Development, Washington, DC, March 1995

Commission on Higher Education, Middle States Association of Colleges and Schools 
Accreditation Team for University of Pennsylvania, April 1995

External Reviewer, Department of History, Northwestern University, May 1995

Reader, Noma Award for Publishing in Africa, 1997

American Historical Association, Committee on the Joan Kelley Memorial Prize, member, 1998-
1999, Chair, 2000

Evaluator, The Killam Program of the Canada Council for the Arts, 1999

Commission on Higher Education, Middle States Association of Colleges and Schools, Special 
Evaluation Team for Universidade Federal de Pernambuco, Recife, Brazil, October 1999

Principal Consultant, NEH Teaching the African Humanities Grant, Texas Southern University, 


2000-2001

Evaluator, Arts and Humanities Research Board, United Kingdom, 2001
Elected Faculty Representative, CAMP (Cooperative African Microfilm Project), 2002-2006
Team Member, Origins Project, Nelson Mandela Centre for African Culture, Port-Louis, 


Mauritius, 2003
Andrew F. Mellon Foundation, Aluka Initiative, Planning Group, 2003

Expert Referee, The Research Council of Norway, 2006-2007
American Historical Association, Martin A. Klein Prize in African History Committee, Chair, 


2010
Gilder Lehrman Center for the Study of Slavery and Abolition, Yale University, Frederick 


Douglass Prize Committee, 2011
Social Science Research Council, Conflict Prevention and Peace Forum, Peace Building 


Challenges in the Comoros, New York, January 2012
Consultant, Msheirab Qatar Museum of Slavery. 2012-2014
Reviewer, National Research Foundation, South Africa, 2004, 2009, 2012, 2014
Reviewer, Mellon/ACLS Dissertation Completion Fellowship Program, 2012-2013

Assessor, Australian Research Council, 2013-present
Member, Scientific Committee of the conference "Slavery in Africa: Past, Legacies and Present," 


Nairobi, Kenya, October 2014
York Research Chair Reviewer, York University, Toronto, Canada, December 2015

Insight Grant Reviewer, Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council of Canada, 


January 2016

2016 Next Generation Social Sciences in Africa Fellowship (Next Gen) Reviewer, Social Science 


Research Council, January 2016
External Reviewer, School of Historical Studies at the Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, 2015, 
2016

External Reviewer, Arcadia Fund, London, October 2016
Professional Memberships
African Studies Association

American Historical Association

Association of Concerned Africa Scholars

ASWAD

Tanzania Studies Association

University Service
Extensive committee service for African Studies Center, Center for African American Studies


Studies, Center for the Study of Women, Department of History, Women's Studies 
Program, International Development Studies Program, UCLA, 1968-

Academic Senate, UCLA:  Council on Educational Development, 1969-1970, 1971-1972, 


Chair, 1970-1971; Committee on Educational Policy, ex-officio, 1970-1971; various ad 
hoc review committees; Graduate Council, 1984-1985; Committee on Preparatory 
Education and Committee on Undergraduate Education, ex-officio, 1990-1995

Fulbright Reviewer, Graduate Division, UCLA, 1981-1984, 2000

Chair, Graduate Guidance Committee, Department of History, UCLA, 1976-1978, 1980-1985

Chair, Faculty Advisory Committee, Women's Studies Program, UCLA, 1983-1985; 

Chair, Chancellor's ad hoc Five Year Review Committee of the Ethnic Studies Centers,


UCLA, 1984-1985

Ex-officio member, Board of Trustees, The UCLA Foundation, 1985-1996

Chancellor's Committee on Instructional Improvement Program, 1986-1996

Intersegmental Drafting Committee of the Academic Senates for a General Education


Transfer Curriculum, 1987 (one of three UC representatives)

President's Advisory Committee on Undergraduate Education, University of California, 1987-


1989; Chair, Subcommittee on Assessment

UCLA Alumni Association, Advisory and Scholarship Long Range Planning Committee, 1987-
1992; Student Relations Committee, 1992-1994; Student and Campus Issues Committee, 
1994-1996; Student-Parent Orientation Meetings, 1999-2000

Chair, Quality of Life Task Force of the Strategic Planning Committee, 1988

Chancellor's Council on Diversity, 1988-1996

Chair, Intersegmental Committee of the Academic Senates on High Prerequisite Majors,


1988 

Concilium on Undergraduate Education, 1990-1995


All-University Faculty Conference on Undergraduate Education, Advisory Committee, 1990-
1992

Member, Search Committees for Director of Women's Studies Program and for Director of 
UCLA Summer Sessions, 1993

Chair, Ford Foundation/Strengthening African Studies Faculty Advisory Committee, James S. 
Coleman African Studies Center, 1995-1997

Chancellor's Task Force on Graduation Rates of Student-Athletes, 1996

Co-Chair, Steering Committee, Rockefeller Foundation Humanities Institute for the Study of 
Gender in Africa, James S. Coleman African Studies Center, 1996-1997; Chair, 1997-
1998

Member, Five-Year Review Committee of the James S. Coleman African Studies Center, 
February 1997

Chair, West Africa History Search Committee, 1997-2000
Chair, Vice-Provost for International Studies and Overseas Programs Search Committee, 1999-
2000

Member, Director of the Fowler Museum of Cultural History Search Committee, 2001

Chair, Director of the James S. Coleman African Studies Center Search Committee, 2001

Member, Navin and Pratimi Doshi Chair in Pre-Modern Indian History, 2000-2001; Chair, 2001-


2004
Chair, Faculty Advisory Committee, James S. Coleman African Studies Center, 2002-2005
Faculty Coordinator, UCLA-Université de la Réunion Linkage Agreement, April 2001-2006

Faculty Representative, UC Regents Workgroup on Sudan Divestment, February-March 2006

Chair, UCLA-EHESS Exchange Program, 2006-2010
Administrative Experience
Vice Chair, 1978-1980; Vice Chair, Graduate Affairs, Department of History, UCLA, 1983-1985

Project Director, UCLA-Somali National University Faculty Development Program, United 
States Information Agency, African Studies Center, UCLA, 1984-1986

Dean, Division of Honors, College of Letters and Science, UCLA, 1985-87

Coordinator of General Education, College of Letters and Science, 1986-1996

Dean of Honors and Undergraduate Programs, College of Letters and Science 1987-1996

Chair, Department of History, UCLA, 2005-2010
Foreign Language Competency
French, Portuguese, Swahili (all good)

Italian, Spanish (fair)

German (reading only, fair)
