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compromised by the duration of the institution of slavery, plantation soci-
ety and the negative social perceptions associated with race and cthnicity.

Two different approaches to the formation of African-derived ident-
ties deaw on the complex formation of wbanidad. Jonathan Curry-
Machado identifies outsiders who were complicit with the leaders and par-
ticipants in the 1840s liberation and independence movements. Some
British officials, who were suspected of supplying arms to Cuban aboli-
tionists, aimed to track down and to frec kidnapped slaves from other
British islands who were technically British and were therefote free under
British law. In so doing, their espousal of freedom set precedents that were
also endorsed by free British black subjects and by skilied British workers,
among whom were immigrant British machinists hited to wotk on the
large sugar estates. Whereas the legal status of slavery in Cuba impeded
British abolitiontst efforts, Curry-Machado argues that the working class
identity among British subjects engaged in the Cuban labour environment
bridged racial divides ‘that existed between slaves and free workers; blacks
and whites’. For him, their presence contributed to easing the boundaties
between slavery and freedom. For Jean Stubbs, the social and political
activitics of free coloureds that she also terms “free browns’ ave vital to the
understanding of avbanidad, Stubbs focuses on Cubas Mother of
Independence, Mariana Grajales Cuello, who, faced with the deaths of her
husband and several sons during the Independence struggles, selflessly ral-
lied women, children and men to pursue the struggles for freedom despite
colonial persecution and repression.

Nancy Priscilla Naro’s chapter concludes the collection with an evalua-
tion of the atguments and positions that informed the gradual process
from slavery to free Iabour Eatly proposals at the time of DBrazilian
Independence are revisited by abolitiontsts duting the course of the tran-
sition process that was finalised with the passage of the Golden Law
Decree that ended chattel slavery on 13 May 1888, Naro distinguishes
between abolitionist agendas and abolitionism, focusing on the positions
of Brazil’s out-standing abolitionists, the contributions of civil society and
the actions of slaves in bringing about emancipation. She suggests, how-
ever, that Brazilian clites discounted cducational, technical and social
reforms to incorporate the poor and the illiterate and, in so doing, mar-
ginalised black cultural, religious and political identities from the main-
stream of post-emancipation Brazilian society.

CHarrer 1

Race, National Identity and the Idea of Value on
the Island of Hispaniola

Lauten Derby'

Ayer espaiio nacl

a la tarde fui francés

a ta noche etiope firf
bay dicen que soy fuplés
na 5¢ qué serd de il

Yesterday 1 was born Spanish,

In the afterncon I was French,

At night I was African,

Today they say I am English,

I don’t know what will happen to me.

Juan Vasquez, priest, Santingo
at the turn of the nincteenth century

his chapter explores how the bounds of identity, community and
even nationality can be fashioned through exchange. As Marshall
Sahlins has said, friends make gifts, but gifts can also make friends.
However, it is also true that the exchange of commodities can make foes.
Interestingly, in cighteenth century Spanish, ‘dar jabin’, or to give soap, was

* dluch of the rescarch used in this chapter | found in the David Nicholls Collection
at Regent’s Tagk Collepe, Oxford University, in 2000, As such, | wish to dedicate it to
a person who inspired all those who work on the history of Hispaniols with his rig-
orous and careful atteation to sources, David Nicholis. 1 would kike to thank Sue Mills,
Giltian Nicholls and the Nicholls Collection trustees for entrusting me with free
access to this rich collection of Haitian and Dominican historical sources before it
had even been properdy catalopued. And thanks to Alan Kaight for his hospitality
while | was a rescarch associate of St Anteny’s College, Oxford University. This cssay
was presented at the Conference on Blacks in Nincteenth-Century Latin America at
the Institute of Latin American Studies, University of London, 26 May 2000. My
thanks to the avdicnee, and maost especially Frankdin Kniglt, for very useful critical
cemments and suggestions that have helped me to refine the essay, as well a¢ to Juan
Guisti Cordero and Jason McGraw for indicating to me some key souvrces on
Caribbean piracy, and Raymundo Gonzalez for his seminal work on the monfery and
its centratity within the colonial economy of Sante Domingo.
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a colloguialism for conquer, as if subjection was inextricably tied to
accepting prestation and the resultant form of indebtedness this implicd.!
This link between exchange and subjugation is thus silently present in the
very boundary defining the two nations of Hispaniola island, since dar
Jabdn was the eponymous term for Dajabén, the Spanish town on the bank
of the Massacre tiver that has been the official frontier separation of the
two nations since the colonial period.?

But what of soap? How and why was soap — a seemingly innocent
product — linked with subjection? One of the first commodities, soap in
the nineteenth century was 2 key icon of empire, inextricably linked to the
civilising mission, intended to uplift native races through training them in
metropolitan habits of hygiened In the seventeenth century, however, soap
was both a necessity and a luxury; a commodity that was frequently a gift
by virtue of its utility and convenience. Like money, soap crossed borders,
since it was itself a medium of conversion from dirty to clean and from
commodity to gift.* In the border markets of Dajabén, soap, like sugar,
tobacco, and at times slaves and debt servants, may also have served as an
occasional medium of currency, given both the ubiquity of barter and the
scarcity of specie as Spanish and French, buccancers and hunters, haggled
over hides, tallow, wood, vegetables and meat in this New World frontier
zone.d But more likely, given the scarcity of manufactured goods on the
northern frontier of Hispaniola and thus the exogenous and cosmopolitan
value accrued to soap as a result, it may have been a commodity used as a
gift to establish alliances and eank in this contraband zone where pirates,
not states, ruled.b In the words of James Clifford, identity should be seen
as constantly in flux, as ‘a nexus of relations and transactions actively
engaging 2 subject’.’ IIxchanges of everyday items as common as soap,

1 Daniel Fescallier, Minerario de un vigje por la parte espaiola de I isla de Sante
Domingo en 1764, in Emilio Rodriguez Demorizi (ed.), Redwdones geagrifivas de Santo
Dosminga (Santo Domingo, 1970), p. 114; Nicholas Thowas, Enfangled Objects Exvlnnge,
Material Crltuere, and Colonialisnr fn the Paciffe (Cambridge, MA, 1991), p. 15.

2 Por other suggestions on the origing of the name Dapbon sce bt/ /usuarioslycos.cs/
dajabou historia i,

3 Anne McClintock, Tmperial Leather: Race, Gender and Sexualit ity i in the Colouial Context
(New York, 1995), p. 208,

4 Michael ('Malley, ‘Specie and Species: Race and the Money Qucs{ion in Nineteenth
Century America, Awetiean Historical Revien | val. 99, no. 2 (Apeil 1994), p. 392,

5 John Bsquemeling, The Buecancers of Ameviva: < True Aceasnt of the Most Remarkulile
Assandts Committed of Late Years Upon the Coast of the West Imidies by the Biceaneers of
Jemgica and Tortnge, Botlh Englich and French (London [1684-5, 1924), p. 48, on the
planting of tobacco for teading pucposes.

[ See chapter 1 of ‘Uomas, Entangled Objects, for a discussion of when commoditics
became gifts. fn ‘Thomas’ terms, one could say that the exchange of sosp may have
thus exemplified a Kkiad of ‘gift situation’ (p. 28).

7 James Clifford, The Predicament of Culture: Tuenticth Century Ethmography, Literatnre, and
Art (Cambridge, MA, 1988), p. 344
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then, clearly played a part in establishing emergent notions of difference
and deference along the Haitian—Dominican frontier.

This chapter considers the relationship between race and national iden-
tity in the Dominican Republic. The Dominican literature situates the
Haitian Oceupation of the Dominican Republic (1822-44) at the centre of
any explanation of how race and national identity came to be defined as
one and the same, an event which was the climax of a seties of nineteenth-
century interventions, just after the Haitian Revolution by Toussaint
Louvertute and Jean-Jacques Dessalines, and in 1856 under Faustin
Soulouque. In this view, after two decades of domination Haitt quite nat-
urally became national enemy and #r-alter ego. The period of Haitian dom-
ination thus serves to explain how anti-Haitianism became the key idiom
of official nationalist discourse and popular alibi for blackness in a coun-
try in which the majority is black or mulatto. After this event, Dominicans
defined themselves in contraposition to Haiti; as Spanish and not French,
as Creole or indio, and patently not Black. Slavery belonged to Haiti, not
the Dominican Republic, where colonial poverty minimised slave pur-
chase, slave imports were terminated exceptionally eatly, and slave relations
were benign and paternalistic, which enabled the formation of a ‘racial
democracy’d Certainly, any discussion of nineteenth-century Dominican
history must account for the change wrought by the Haitian Occupation
since it is the key feature making the Dominican path to republicanism
unique in the Latin American context. While the rest of South and Central
America gained independence in the 18205 from Spain, only the
Dominican Republic gained independence from Haiti. Moreover, it was
the resultant feeling of vulnerability of having been successfully con-
quered by this more militarily powerful neighbour that made almost all
successive Dominican regimes court annexation to a SIrONEEr POWEL wwe
Spain or the United States — so as to protect the eastern portion of
Hispaniola from further Haitian or other imperial designs.”

Clearly the Haitinn occupation was one factor in forging a racialised
sense of national identity and what Silvio Torres Saillant has termed

§  While there are any number of twentieth-century Dominican exponents of this idea,
such as the politician and sociologist Juan Bosch, it was not an uncommon position
among nineteenth-century liberals, such as Pedro B(:m'}, whao described the Dominican
Republic as lmvuu, produecd a new nce or ‘raza nueva’; see his essay, ‘Congreso extra-
p'uhmmhrm in Emilio Roddpuez Demorizi (e}, Papedes de Pedro F. Bond. Para b bisto-
1t de ideas politicas en Sanfe Dominge (Santo Domingo, 1964), pp. 352-99. For more on
Bond, sce Raymundo Gonzalez, Bowd, nn imtelectnal de los pobres {Santo Bomingo, 1994).

9 Detlev julic K. Peukert, Anhelo de dependencin: Las ofertas de anexion de la
Reptiblica {ominicana a los Estados Unidos en el Siglo XTX] Jalliech fiir Geschichie
vou Staat, Wirtschaft nud Grsellschaft Lateinamerikas, vol. 23 (1986), p. 315. Sce also bMu-
Kien Adrinna Sang, Brenaventura Baese of candille del sur (1844—1878) (Santo Domingo,
1991), pp. 113—46; and William Javier Nelson, Abwost a Terrdtory: Americas Artempt fo
Annex: the Doninican Republic (Newark, 1990).
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‘negrophobia’.!? The American Cotnmissioner in Santo Domingo in 1849
celated that Haitian domination had made things black so anathema that a
black Dominican could make the paradoxical proclamation that “soy aggre pero
negra blaned’ ot ‘anque fengo el cutis negro mi corazgn es bianeo” (1 am black but white
black,’ or ‘even though [ have black skin my heart is white’).!! And in 1871
Dorminicans wete even able to persuade US senators against their own racial
common sense that in the Dominican race mixture, as opposed to elsewhere,
white blood predominated over black.!? Yet T wish to argue that this identity
developed for reasons quite different to those maintained in Dominican
nationalist histotiography.!* A focus on the Haitian Occupation serves to nat-
uralise anti-Haitiantsm, as if all nations have cnemies, and former colonial
powers are frequent favourites; or as Sander Gilman has argued, all selves
(even national ones) require an other.!* T will argue, however, that the period
of Haitian domination was less constitutive than corroborative, and that to
account fully for the image of Haiti one must return to the seventeenth cen-
tury, when the meanings of the community that would eventually become
Haiti were first defined in selation to an emerging popular proto-Dominican
creole identity through inter-island trade.!’s In the Dominican case, creolisa-

10 Silvie Torees Sailant, ‘Creoleness or Blackness? A Dominican Dilemma, Plautation
Sacisty in the Ameticas. vol. V, no. 1 (Speing 1998), Special Issue: “Whe/What is Creole?”
edited by James Arnold.

1t Sumner Welles, Naboth s Lfuepard, cited in David Nicholls, Fronr Dessalines fo Duvalior:
Rare, Colonr and Naotional Independenee in Haiti New Brunswick, 1996), p. 80. Dravid
Howard notes that Dominicans today refer to ‘egre megro” and Dhinco blanco” as defin-
ing pammeters of the status cconomy; see David Johe Howard, ‘Colouring the
Nation: Race and Lithnicity in the Dominican Republic) DPhil Thesis, Oxford
University {1997), p. 136

12 Report of the Comprission af Ingniry to Sante Dowmingo (Washington, DC, 1871}, p 13,

13 Key texts include: Jouguin Balaguer, La itle ol repds: Taifi y el desting domiinicans, Gth cdi-
tion (Sante Domingo, 1990); bManuel Arturo Pefia Battle, Ensayes bistéricos (Santo
Damingo, 1989), For the contextuatisation of Pefia Battte and Balaguer’s thought, see
Michicl Baud, ‘Manuel Arturo Pefia Battle y Joaquin Balaguer y ha identidad nacional
dosninicana,’ in Raymundo Gonziles et al. {eds.), Po/itics, identidad y pensaniento sacial en
to Repaibliva Dominivana, Siglos NIXy XX (Madsid, 1999), pp. 153-180; and Raymundo
Gonzalez, ‘Peiia Battle y su concepto historico de la nacion dominicams, unatio de
Estudias Ameritones, vol. KLV (1991), pp. 585~631. )

14 Sander Gilman. ‘Introduction: What are Stercotypes and Why Use Texts to Study
Them? i Gitman, Differrnce and Pathology: Stereotzpes of Sexuality, Raee and Maidness

{Ithaca, 1985), pp. 15-35.

15 Most of the werk on Creole identity formation in Latin America has focused on clite
factions, which frequently used popular symbols such as miraculous virgius or peas-
ant iconography to legitimate their chim to authority vis-d-vis the Spanish ‘gachupines.
"Flie Dominican case is different because by the eighteenth century the Spanish were
so searce that they were barely even a social eategory, and clites were so poor that they
were hagdly elite. Tor more on clite ereole formation in Puerto Rico, sce the insight-
ful essay by lrancisco Scarano, “FThe Jare Masquerade and the Subaltern Politics of
Creole Klentity Formation in Puerto Rico, 17451823, in American Historical Review,
vol. 101, ne. 5 (December 1996), pp. 1398-1431. On populac black Creole identity as
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ton was both contentious and homogenising, ' as it served both to unify
Do‘lmm‘(:fms of all hues and castes and to it set things Haitian apart. \'(/hiii
anti-Haitianisr is frequently taken as flat facism, it was only beginning in
the late nineteenth century with the rise of modern corporate p%’mtqti%ms
staffed by Haitian and West Indian labour that anti-Haitianism ;Eet;olved
into a feeling of racial superiotity, as a new patteen of cthnic labour sep-
mentation emerged which made Haitians appear absolutely degraded ﬁl
Dosmmc:}n eyes through their relation to an utterly servile Inbour form —
cane cutting — associated with slavery.!7 Previous to this, anti-Haitianism
was essentially a defensive fear of Haitian potency — militacy as lEt
religious and economic. e
Anti-Haitianism is not the only story of race in the Dotninican Republic
Anfii.ystzs of Dominican racial ideology have tended to focus on 'tnti:
Haitianism, a style of racialised nationalism that structures Domjuicaz;s in
segmentary opposition to Haitians.! In this Manichean construct
Doxmmcans ate white because Haitians are black, a contrast which has
inspired a clnsth of related metaphoric conttasts (purity vs. pollution etc.) 1
However, even if Dominicans have cffectively denationalised biﬂck;less‘ i)f
exporting it to the other side of the island, the story of race does not engi

Afro-Creole: Power, Opposition and Play in the Caribbean (Ithaca, 1997), The classic text on
the emecgence of Creole identity in Mexico s, of course, jncques Lafaye "Qﬂf‘l"{'l/ﬂf il
and G:m(fa/.r.;bf:‘Tbe Formation of Mexican National Consciousness, 1531-18 7,3 © l?icw r{o
1968). | am using the terms Dominican and Haitian here for lack of anything n;f;rc,
accurate since this was 2 transitional moment in between colonial and Creole identi-
ty, when pirates, buccaneers and contrabandists — all jo cffect anti-nationalists —
were very important within both the Freach and Spanish speakiog ;mpul‘lti(;ml of
Hispaniola, T would say, however, that in the seventeenth century the ﬂaitilqﬂ cc;mmu-
nity was predominantly constituted of buccancers and corsaits, and the Dominican
commuaity was more settled, and thus by comparison the process of creotisation (lhlue
the development of a protonational identity) was more advanced in the Spm‘lli‘:h colon ’
16 ln conteast to Nigel Bolland, ‘Creolization and Crenle Socicties” in Alistair i-ic : !
(ec:i.),'b.rlr//ecf/m/: i the Twentieth-Centiery Caribiean (Basingstoke, 1’992) 3‘1‘ 50—7; e
17 i\Iechl‘c]‘ Baud, “Constitutionally White”: The Forging of a ]f,\latirmzlii ilcicuti!y i.n the
E):umzmcm: chub.hc,’ in Gert Qostindie (el), Etwiaty in the Caribbean (London
1996), p. 131 Aviva Chomsky also argues that Haitian fmmigration to the su s
lt’t:dustry in Cuba had a clearly derogatory impact on race relations there: see her ;:4'5:;\'
‘anbmins or Canadar” Race, Immigration, and Nation in EEnrlyu'l‘s.ver;t‘icth-(’cn‘t‘t;r"
(,Ll.bﬂ,' Hispanic Amerivan Historical Review, vol. 80, no. 3 (August 2000, pp. 4 ngﬁ” !
18 1tis the fact that anti-Faitianism is eeally nationalise that cnni,chs Dl;miE-‘JiCHIH \:im
see icmsc]:.'cs as patriotic to claim that they are anti-Iaitian and not cacist. ‘
19 ]’aruc?lmly i the contemporary perod for the Partido Reformista Soctal Cl:iqti'lm)' sce
}onqum' Hnl_agucr, La isla af revér. For more on the 1937 [aitian massacre qcc‘ Rl E)’c;b y
and R, Turits, ‘Historias de terror y [os terrores de la historia: La mnqac,r; Init.i'm'l d}‘
1937 enla llcf}ﬁi}lica Dominicans,’ Estudios Sodedes, vol. 26, n0. 92 (1 993') m 6‘5——7‘76 li‘b(L:
mare on official antd-Faitianism, sce M. Fennerna and 10 Lowceathal C'a;/.rfn;fr:idn n’t’.mﬂ-
J ifn{rdfr eu fa Repiiliica Dominscana (Santo Domingo, 1987); and Pedro L. San Mipucl Lf
sl imaginada: bistoria, identiddad, y ntapia en la Esparols (Santo Domingo/ Sﬂ it jtmnf: 29‘:?7) ’
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there.? Indeed, even if Dominicans as a nation define themselves as ‘con-
stitutionally white’,?! I would atgue that as an cthnos Dominicans do see
themselves as mixed-race mestizo or erialls, which stands in for black in this
context.2? Creole identity is invoked when Dominicans refer to being Dlan-
0 de la tierma’ (whites of the land) or indio, labels that may have evolved
from the colonial distinction between African-born slaves or congos, as
opposed to Creole slaves, or those born in the new world.?

Black and white are what the structuralists would term binaty opposi-
tions that define the overarching framewotk of Dominican racial distinc-
tions, but the unmarked yet subtly graded terrain in between is rich with
meaning, even if it is not perceived as a social category per se, and thus
remains for the most part invisible.2* Yet true blackness and whiteness are

20+ [ am conteasting the Pominican Republic’s exclusivnary approach to blackness with
Cuba’s inclusionary approach; sce Robin D Moore, Nationalicing Blackness:
Afrocubaniznre aud Arvistic Revolution in Havana, 1920-1940 (Pittsburgh, 1997). Fam also
distinguishing between anti-Faitianism as a form of racialised nationalism and atti-
tutles towards colour within the Dominiean community.

21 See Baud, ‘Constitutionally White'.

22 Here Tam diverging from Ronald Stutzman’s compeliing essay on westizgie in Licuador,
where apparcatly ‘ethnic ideutity fis exchanged| for membership in the nation-state’, sce
Statzman, ‘B Mestizaje: An All-lnclusive Ideology of Bxclusion,” in Norman £, Whitten
(ed), Cudtural Trangforntations and Ethnicty fa Modern Ecnador (Urbana, 1981), pp. 45-94,
Dienvinicans patently do not use the teem wertize’ or ‘mnfatte” to desceibe themselves
(Ftowasd, ‘Colouring the Natioa', pp. 137, 71), however, deploying Sadie” (i.e. ool
instead. ‘Fhis is how poor Dominicans can identify the Dominican nation as white,
while claiming simultancously that they tre india or Creole mixed-race.

23 lor evidence of the use of ‘Baa de b tierna” during the |Haitian Oceupation, see fonathan
Brown, The History and Present Condition of Sante Dominge, Suurce Bools on Taiti no. 8
{London, 1972 [1837]), vol. H, p. 286, Fennema and Lowenthal daim that the term Zadie
was used by African slaves who fled enslwement from the French part of the island dur-
ing the cightecnth centuey, although it could aliernatively represent a feature common
throughout the Americas whescupon maroons took refuge within fronter indian commu-
nitics, and then adopted indigenous ilentities since they were appealingly autochthnous,
and hence legitimate, as opposed to African slvery. Moreau de St Mery notes durdng his
visit to the Spanish side of the island, however, that by the eighteenth contuey a ldnd of
irdio masguesade had developed, whereupon many Creoles with indian features were mak-
ing much of their purported indian descent {cf. Scarano, Jibare Masquerade” ML
Moreau de St Mery, Desoiion de ln parte egpnitols de Santo Dominga, teanslated by C. Armando
Rextripuez (Ciudad Trujillo, 1944), p. 95). And into the nineteenth century, Creole women
filedt their teeth to a point, considering it beautiful, which may have been a Taino practice
(\Villizen Walton, Praent State of the Spemivh Colonies, Incleding a Penticdar Report of Hispanioi
[London, 1810], p. 371). In contemponyy usage, mast informants | questioned who
referred to themselves as having an ‘indio’ identity did not mean a genealogical conaection
1o indian past, but mther that their skin was brown. This is why the use of the term indis
I would say implies # tacit recognition of a mulatto or Creole ethnicity.

24 Fdmund Leach, ‘Anthropological Aspects of Language. Animal Categories and
Verbal Abuse] in 11 Lenacherg (ed), New Divections in the Study of Language
(Cambridge, MA, 1964); Marshall Sahlins, ‘La Pensée Bourgeoisie: Western Society as
Culture,! Culiwre and Practical Reason (Chicago, 1976), pp. 166-204, and Ferdinand de
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seen as residing outside the nation, in Flaiti and Europe/US Creole ident-
ty is perccived as brown — a composite of white and black ‘lines’ or pet-
sonae that become salient in different contexts.® In menfize cultures, the fact
that there are multiple criteria for race-marking enables one to redefine once’s
racial identity in different contexts; thus, as sclf or person, in private or pub-
lic. This is why mulatto Dominican dictator Rafael Trujillo, for example, was
able to assert that he was a Spaniard, and a Haitian, on different occasions
since both of these were legitimate lines of descent in his case. It also means
that one may claim one racial matker as superordinate over othets (such as
lineage over phenotype) as when one a respondent stated, ‘My parents atc
Spanish so even though I look like a mwfatta, 1 am definitely blanea’2

Just as civilisation was the mother of barbarism, the defining feature of
Caribbean society, the sugar plantation, spawned its obverse, a frontier
society of runaways, vagrants and half-castes who did not live within colo-
nial society but rather in opposition to it in the refuge of the mountains,
the depopulated coasts and the sea.?” And it was here that a truly Creole
society was founded in the sense of a novel social identity and culture that
saw itself as autonomous from the metropole. As Antonio Benitez-Rojo
has argued, it was the cattle economy and resultant contraband trade that
emerged in the fatter sixteenth century along the north coast of Hispaniola
as the first wave of sugar igenios and mines decayed that gave birth to a
novel sense of community, one that was patently non-clite and even more
expressly non-colonial.?8 This community was based on hide production,
but it was also squarcly a part of Gilroy’s Black Atlantic’ since it was
deeply linked to the thriving maritime smuggling economy and the triangle
trade.?? In the cighteenth century, this illicit subeulture became the basis of
French settler identity in Hispaniola, emerging within the very interstices of
Spanish mereantile restriction which imposed draconian measures to fiest
quash, and when this was unsuccessful, tax these vibrant trade networks with
Cuba, Jamaica, Puerto Rico, Curagao, the Turcos and Caicos islands, France,
Germany, the United States and most especially Haiti. These smugglers were

25 The notion of Tinc’ is from Erving Goffman, ‘On Face-Worle,” Interaction Ritual: Essays
ont Bwe-to-Fince Bebarior (New York, 1967), pp. 5-46; see also Goffman, The Presentation
of Seff #n Ereryday Life (New York, 1959},

2 Howard, ‘Colouring the Nation,' p. 76

27 Silvio R, Duncan Baretta and Joha Markoff, ‘Civilization and Barbarism: Catile
Frontiers in Latin America, Comparative Stadies in Sodety and Hisfory, vol. 20, no, 4
(Qctober 1978), pp. 587020

28 Antonio Benitez-Rojo, The Repeasing Istand: The Caribbean and Pastnrodernt Perspective,
translated by John Maraniss (Durham, NC, 1992), pp. 43-55.

29 Paul Gilvoy, The Blak Atlantic: Modernity and Donble Consconeness {Cambridge, MA,
1993). For motc on black seamen and their networks of communication during this
period, see Julius Shermred Scott 1H, “The Common Wind: Currents of Afro-
American Communieation in the Em of the THhitian Revolution,” PhE) thesis, Duke
University (1986).
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so successful that they soon cornered the market in specie, bullion, and lux-
ury commetce, as metchants sought to avoid high taxes due to the fact that
“trading by stealth’ could make for as much as a threefold increase in profits.!
I wish to propose that a Dominican Creole idea of Haiti first arose through
these networks of exchange, thus Haiti took shapce in the Dominican imagi-
nation through the meanings implicit in eighteenth century intra-island trade.
Bryan Edwatds noted that there was ‘a hereditary and inextinguishable ani-
mosity between the Spanish and French planters’ on Hispaniola but this sense
of difference was based primarily on colonial idendty, or Spanish—French
mutual stereotypes that were transporied to the colonies3! The cightcenth
century was key to defining a sense of what would later become Haitian and
Dominican national alterity because this was when the two economies
matured as very distinct but symbiotically interrelated. At a time when sugae
was one of the greatest sources of global wealth, Haiti blossomed into the
patamount sugar producer in the French colonial world, and the Dominican
Republic became its foremost supplier of livestock products — meat, hides,
cattle, mules and oxen. Just as Haitd came to be seen as embodying the cash
nexus — which in the cighteenth century meant gold and silver, and sugar
and slaves — Creole identity in the east was imaged through cattle, cacao and
tobacco. Haitians drank coffee, while Dominicans deank cocoa?? This may
be why today the dominant racial termns marking % wiolle in the Dominican
Republic are all agricultural produce, foods that are consumed at home —
chocolate, wheat, coffee and cinnamon.®

30 Alarcus Rediker, Between the Devil aud the Decp Bive Sea: Merchant Seansew, Pivates, and fhe
Anglo-American Maritime World, 1700-1750 (New York, 1987), p. 42.

31 Although an open question remains just how ‘Trench’ the buccancers saw themselves
as being in the period before the Freach actually acquired the westeen portion of the
island in 1793, since they had rebelied previously when Tortuga Island was adminis-
tered by the French West Endian Company. See Bryan Edwacds, A Historical Surrey of
the French Codony in the Istand of Santo Dewinge (ondon, 1797), p. 188. Sec also Nicholas
Canny and Anthony Pagden (cds), Coloial fdentity in the Atlantic Workd, 15001800
(Princeton, 1987). For accusations that the buccancers of Mole St Nicolas, Fniti, were
monopolising specie to the detriment of evervone clse, see Bdward Long, The History
of Jamaica or General Surtey of the AAneient and Modern State of that Iskand, with Reflections
our itr Sitnations, Settloments, Lihabitets, Climate, Products, Commerce, Lows aud Garernment
(London, 1979 |1774)), esp. p. 535,

32 Moreau de St Mery, Desargpeion de fa parte espaiiola, p. 97,

33 As noted by Howard, Introduction, ‘Colouring the Nation”. The lingering importance
of this oppesition of identities is also noted by Melville Heeshovits, who observed
how ‘deeply todged” the ‘pattern of 2 money cconomy’ was in [aith when he did his
ficldwork in 1937; sce his Life in o Flaifian Vally (New Yok, 1971), p. 83. For more
on Creole identity and food, sce my essay, ‘Gringo Chickens with Worms: Food and
Nationalism in the Dominican Republic, in Gilbert M. Joscph et al {cds)), Chse
Enonnters of Empire: Whiting the Cultnral History of US—Latin American Relations
(Durham, 1998), pp. 451-93.
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The most influential theorists of race in the Caribbean have considered
the ways in which relations of production have shaped emergent notions
of race. They have demonstrated how sugar boom periods cotresponded
with sharper patterns of social differentiation and increased racial dis-
tance.™ These arguments help explain why anti-Haitianism became partic-
ulatly noticeable from the 1870s onwards, as the Dominican Republic
developed modern sugar cenfrales staffed primarily by Haitian and West
Indian labour. Yet if anti-Haitiantsm became dominant during this period,
it must have developed from some eatlier trace associations. I consider
liere how relations of exchange and patterns of consumption can give rise
to emergent ideas of racial or protonational difference, and thus how
regimes of trade can shape ideas of racial otherness, as objects become
signs of identity and difference marking discrete trading communities. The
coniraband economy focused upon here represented the Caribbean corner
of the triangle trade, the nexus not only of competing colonial powers and
theit marititne mercenary representatives, but also the site of competing
regimes of value of various kinds - as African paganism vied with
Christianity, and feudalism sparred with mercantilism and emergent capi-
talism. As William Pietz has argued, the idea of the fetish originated in this
conflictive moment in coastal West Africa as a form of value that remained
stubbornly present amid the cbbs and flows of incessant bargaining, The
fetish became a kind of anchor within a ‘mercantile intercultural space cre-
ated by the ongoing trade relations between cultures so radically different
as to be mutually incomprehensible’, 3 thus a dizzying multiplicity of dif-
ferent economies of valuation. It is not coincidental that parallel to the
idea of the fetish arose another form of essentialism on the next stop
along the same trade circuit, the beginnings of the ascription of fixed iden-
tity through race and nationality on Hispaniola. Indeed, as a form of
fetishism, notions of essentialised race provided hierarchy, and thus stabil-
ity, in 2 moment in which there was no common grammar of trade, and
commensurability was so uncertain that trade itself was so frequently vio-
lent that it was given its own name - ‘rescate’ which shares an osigin with
the Portuguese term for kidnapping — during a pertod in which tade
itself was described by many as a ‘mild form of war’36

34 Mintz and Hoctink are key proponents of this view; see, for example, Sidoey Mintz,
*Frram Phntations to Peasantries in the Caribbean, in Sklney Mint and Sally Price {eds)
Caribbean Contornrs (Baltimore, ML, 1985); and Haery Hoetink, “Fhe Dominican Republic
in the Nineteenth Ceatuey: Some Notes on Stratification, Immipgration and Race)' in
Mapnus Moener (ed), Raee and Class fn Latin America (New Yok, 1970), pp. 96121,

35 William Pietz, “Fhe Problem of the Petish, 1’ Ree 9 (Spring 1985), pp. 5-17; Pietz,
“Fhe Problem of the Fetish, 11 Res 13 (1987), pp. 23-45; and Pietz, “Fhe Problem of
the Fetieh, Hia,” Res 16 (1988), pp. 105-123.

36 Rediker, Befween the Deril and the Deepy Blwe Sea, p. 20,
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What I wish to do here is trace the possible origin of certain ideas
about Haitt that have become officialised in anti-Haitian policy, but which
1 argue originated during the formative perdod when Creole identity was first
taking shape.?” The idea of Haiti as a source of hidden potency and illicit
value may well have arisen duting the period when contraband was the cen-
teal pillas of the economy and the only form of exchange with Haiti; just as
the link between Haiti and monetary value may well have reinforced through
the wildly successful sugar bonanza during the decades preceding the revo-
lution, a phenomenon which Dominicans observed from the sidelines with
amazement and no small measure of envy. While the Dominican Republic
was still engaged in predominantly non-monetised exchange, and most of
the peasantry lived from subsistence agriculture, the riches produced by the
Haitian sugar boom were quite incomprehensible. Yet even before the sugar
cconomy of Haiti overtook that of Jamaica, the buccaneers of northern
Hispaniola were accused of hoarding specie, bullion, slaves, sugar and luxu-
ty goods in general, thus draining the value of the entire region and teans-
forming what should be exchange value into inalienable possessions by tak-
ing these out of circulation and holding them in check. Ideas about Haid
as monopolising illicit value were first established in the early cighteenth cen-
tuty, as accusations raged from as far away as Jamaica that smugglers trading
with Haiti had provided her with most of the gold, sitver and specie in cie-
culation in the Catibbean. Haiti stood accused, thus, of secretly harbouring
speeie and driving up slave prices since she had become the only country
able to purchase them. At a time when specie was scarce, and sugar or slaves
wete often used as a general money form, Haiti was seen as avarictously
hoatding all the standards of value available within the cighteenth century
grammar of West Indian trade — gold, silver, slaves and sugar — and thus
underdeveloping her neighbours.

The meanings transacted through trade, however, were not megely the
result of the products themselves serving as symbols; the very teems of
exchange itself were important. Eighteenth-century Haiti was a highly
monetatised economy, with planters in possession of enough French
francs to buy hundreds of slaves to work their sugar, coffee and cacao
plantations. By sharp contrast, the Dominican Republic decayed into 2

37 Fhese ideas about [ aiti are developed in my essay: ‘Thitians, Magic and Money: Raza
and Society in the Haiti-Dominican Borderdands, 1900 o 1937, Comparative Studies
in Socety and Fistory, vob. 36, no. 3 (July 1994), pp. 488-526.

38 This vision of aiti as monopolising regional specic and value was not solely the
province of Spanish colonists; the topic was of great concern in cighteenth century
Jaenaica. Sce Long, The History of Jamaica, p. 535. And Howard notes that even today
[ aitians are seen by Dominicans as having vampire-like qualitics, such as blood-suck-
iy and cannibatism {Howard, ‘Colouring the Nation,” p. 63}

39 liven if these were calcalated in picces of cight, Spanish currency itself was rarc.
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colonial backwater after Spain’s attention had shifted to the South
American mainland, and specie was highly inflationary and hard to come
by. In this largely barter economy, tobacco and other products were used
as surrogate currency, and slaves were more frequently stolen from Haui
than purchased. These highly unequal terms of exchange served to estab-
lish rank on the island as Maiti achieved fame in patt through her privileged
relationship to France, which provided both economic backing and recog-
nition.® Faitian opulence is clear in travel accounts such as Pere Labat’s
who described the governor’s palace at the north-western coastal town of
Port-de-Paix as the ‘most lovely he had seen in America’, or in the fact that
in the eighteenth century ‘comme if fant’ meant distinguished in Dominican
Spanish patlance.d! T argue here that notions of protonational difference
were first outlined through the paths of commodities exchanged across
the island, and that ideas about Haitian potency derived from its perceived
sumnptuary monopolisation of certain highly prized items, especially sugar,
slaves, specie and precious metals.*? The effective monopoly of value of
Haiti was severe enough to create a two-tier logic of exchange, within
which Haiti traded with money, while other islands traded in barter, prin-
cipally for agricultural produce, as well as cattle, tobacco and logwood. ¥

Contraband, Cattle and Creole Society

Before dealing with the problem of how Haiti came to be secn as the sole
repository of blackness on the island, one must explain what enabled
Dominican mulattos to sec themselves as ‘constitutionally white’.# The
answer lies in the character of Dominican slavery, and the period of six-
teenth and seventeenth century economic decline. After the first attempts
at mining and sugar had petered out and Spanish colonial attention had
shifted to the more profitable mainland, the Dominican cconony
devolved into a smallholder’s mixed economy of subsistence agriculture,
cattle and tobacco production. The first wave of sugar and mining had led
to the importing of some 20,000 slaves by the mid-sixteenth century, fre-

40 As in Nancy Muna'’s formulation developed in The Fame of Ganwa: A Symbobic Study of
oadne Transformation in a Massint (Papnia New Guinea) Society (Durham, 1992), p. 116,

4t R.P Labat, 1lajes @ fas isles de fa Anidrica, Coleceion Nuestros Paises (Flavana, 1979
11694}), p. 234.; Morcau de St Meay, Denripeidn, p. 85.

42 Arjun Appadurai, ‘Introduction: Commeditics and the Politics of Value,' in
Appadurai (ed.), The Social Life of Things: Commrodities in Crltural Perspective (New York,
1986}, pp. 3-63.

43 Tidward Long even proposed that British possessions be allowed to pay taxes to the
meteopole in produce {as they had been for a short time), since they could pay in
sugar (Long, The Histery of Jamatca, pp. 536-T7).

44 Bawd, ‘Constitutionally White’; Peter R. Galvin, Patterus of Piflage: A Grograply of
Curibbean-Based Piracy in Spanich Awerica, 1536-1718 New York), American University
Studics XXV, Geography, vol. 5 (1999}, p. 109,
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quently staffing plantations with as many as 200 slaves, an enormous pum-
ber for the period. But as Spanish attentions turned clsewhere, and rich
plantets moved on, the economy floundered due to mercantilist restrictions
leaving producers with no outlet for their products not source for provi-
sions. As a result a fourishing contraband economy developed along the
northern and southern coasts, in part in tesponse to the tise of a thriving
smuggling economy spurred by Dutch, French and English pirates and met-
cemaries. In the 1590s the Dutch had some 20 ships trading solely with Santo
Domingo and Cuba. Indeed, the very term buccancer detives from boncaner,
to smoke, referring to the wild oxen and boar hunters on Hispaniola and
subordinate northcoastal Tortuga Island. After the demise of sugar, many
former slaves became dmarrones (runaway slaves) and retreated into the
underpopulated mountains as itinerant peasants, while others found a high-
ly lucrative outlet in this coastal pirate subculture. Labat noted that by 1693
most filibusterers and cotsairs in the Caribbean were mulatto®s By 1677
contraband had become ‘wa verdadera fradicidn’ principally in the seas
between Cuba and Hispaniola, and estending to Puerto Rico, Jamaica,
Cattagena and Veracruz, with its ‘acropolis” at Tortuga

The rough and ready subculture of this huating ecology flourished as
long as there were ample stocks of wild boat and cattle, and a highly
wasteful style of hunting developed, in which hundreds of boats were
felled in a day.#7 Hunters weze classed into two groups; those who hunt-
ed bulls for hides (known as bewcaniers, who were considered far more
skilled) and those who chased wild boar, for the sale of meat and fat to
the planters.*8 The latter were called merely hunters and were known for
their technique of forming the meat into long strips, the distinctive form
of smoking used and its delicious taste. The two groups appear to have
been quite distinct. Since the former was considered more skilled, it may
have been principally an occupation practised by Europeans who had run
away from positions as bond servants or ships’ crew: The latter were fre-
quently runaway slaves ot half castes, locally known as menferes, who prac-
tised occasional swidden agriculture but were principally itinerant hunters
whose diet consisted of large quantities of meat (at times caten raw

45 Labat, Iajes o das ielar de b Amiética, p. 238.

46 Quoted in Michicl Baud, ‘Peasant Socicty Under Siege: Fobacco Cultivators in the
Cibao (Dominican Republic), 1870-1930," PhiD dissertation, Utceche (1991), p. 19.

47 While Ovicdo said that in 1535 hunters could kill 500 animals in 2 morning, later
accounts testify to as many as 100 per day (Moreau de St Mecy, Descripan, p. 99;

. Galvin, Patterns of Pillage, p. 114).

48 Visguemcling, The Buceaieers of America, translated by Alexis Brown (London, 1969),
p. 54 Tabat, Viajes a las islas de la Aniérica, p. 234, Labat describes the smoking process
and praises the quality of the meat.
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appatently).? They would remain in the mountains for stints of a year or
two and then descend to La Tortuga for necessities such as muskets and
shot, where they wete known for drinking to excess and womanising,

By the late seventeenth century Spanish mercantilist restrictions had
spawned a thriving contraband economy in which the pillage of gold, sil-
ver and peatls was combined with a bustling contraband trade in hides.
Frequently semi-officialised European corsairs and freebooters seeking to
break the Spanish maritime stronghold combined with Spanish colonists
in dite need of slaves and manufactured goods to develop a veritable sub-
culture with its own rules and regulations that operated in the interstices
of Spanish mercantilism. The larger ships would operate under cover of
official trade, obtaining all necessary permissions for the bulk of the cargo
and then trading the concealed contraband merchandise on the side. The
smaller ships, which were typically English, Dutch, Freach or Danish,
would trade far from the principal cities at subordinate ports or at the
mouths of tivers. The ritual of contraband trade started with cannon fire
to alert local colonists that a ship had arrived, and always occurred at night.
Called “inifico d la pica’, this commerce occurred in cash, among heavily
armed men in small groups. Only a small array of goods was displayed,
most remaining on ship to facilitate rapid disembarcation if necessary, and
large sales to distinguished individuals were honoured with cannonfire.3?

Forged in opposition to Spanish rule, a truly Creole culture emerged
through this prosperous contraband economy, one which provided ample
space for formet slaves to find upward mobility through a combination of
stnuggling and swidden agriculture and hunting, along with marooned
shipmen and deserters, adventurers and runaway bondsmen who would try
their fortune. As such a new symbiosis was forged between what Mintz has
termed a ‘protopeasant’ economy based on shifting cultivation and wild
boat and oxen hunting, scores of herds of which had multiplied in the
wake of the withdrawal of the plantation economy, and the smugglers. A

49 William Whiton describes the maroon bunting activities in some detail, especially
those in the cavirons of Neyba; sce his Prosent State of the Spanisth Colonies, pp. 31-6.
For more on the history and ccology of the menfers, see Raymundo Gonzilez,
‘deologia del progrese y campesinado en ol siplo XIX, Eeos, vol. 1, no. 2 (1993), pp.
25443, ‘Fhbe ffbarn is the Puerto Rican cquivalent, for which there is 2 more developed
literature than the Dominican version; see Scarano “The Jédbare Masquerade) pp.
13981431, for a treatment that stresses the ftinerancy and hunting features of the
pheanomenon. See Jorge Duany, ‘Bthnicity in the Spanish Caribbean. Notes on the
Consolidation of Creole Hentity in Cuba and Puerto Rico, 1762-1868, Ethiic Gronps,
vol. 6 (1985), pp. 99123, esp. 112, for an account that deseribes the #bare as princi-
pally a small-scale agricultumlist. One should not fix unduly the bauadary sepasating
hunters and pirates, however, since 2 good many hunters beeame pirates, and pre-
sumably vice versa,

50 Labat, Figfer a b isle de la Awsérica, p. 144
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new subculture was forged in which, due to mercantilist restrictions that
stymied commerce, those on the margins of colonial socicty — fugitives,
runaway slaves and servants, and merizos who had nothing to lose — {led
to the coasts where [inding their knowledge of local tetritory and skills
with a cutlass highly useful, many freedmen joined ships. For example, Sir
Francis Drake, who pillaged the shores of Santo Domingo in 1571, picked
up during his travels a ‘faithful negro’, Diego, who helped him establish
communication with runaway slave communities in Panama who kept
watch on Spanish whereabouts while hie was looting their gold.>! After the
stocks of wild game were depleted, diminishing the output of hides and
smoked meat, Mispaniolan hunters scoured the coasts in small vesscls
secking Spanish ctaft to plunder for gold and slaves. Indeed, these smug-
glers were so successful that the Spanish took to forcibly burning all set-
flements and their cattle along the northern coast in 1606 so as to force the
population into the interior. But contraband continued to thrive and most
likely even increased due to greater Caribbean Sea traffic.

With the rise of the Haitian sugar economy came a dramatic rise in
trade to Hispaniola, and with it the stakes of freebooting, By the cigh-
teenth century, corsairs from Hispaniola were not only notorious for their
expertise as far aficld as Mexico, but were capturing small fortunes. Not
surpesingly, many were mulattos, especially among the small crews. In
1749 one Domingo Sanchez Moreno and his colleague took a British
frigate of 22 cannon, 192 slaves, ivory, wax and dye, at an estimated worth
of 32,000 pesos. Lorenzo Danicl was particularly fearsome duc to his
record capture of mote than 70 English war and trade ships.32 And the
mulatto shoemaker Miguel Entiquez became one of the wealthiest men in
Puerto Rico through pitacy; he lent money to the Chutch and had his own
fleet of corsairs in the service of the Spanish Crown; he even succeeded
in expelling the English from Vieques Island on two occasions.® During
the cra of contraband, northern coastal towns such as Monte Cristl and
Port-de-Paix became cosmopolitan metropoles, teeming with Portuguese
money and exotic spices, and attracting many freedmen looking to find
their fortune. One contemporary observer attributed the development of
agriculture /n fofo during the mid-cighteenth century to the bounties of
contraband, which made more specie available to purchase slaves, which in
turn increased production.™ While a wild speculation to be sure, one pet-

51 Sir Richard Carnac Vemple, The WWorid Encompassed and Analogons Comtensparary Docunuents
concerning Sir Franeds Drake® s Circnmmarigation of the Warld (London, 1926), p. xxi.

52 Antonio Sanchez Valverde, La Idea del vator en ls isla espaiiolo {Ciudad "Lrujillo, 1947
|1780s]), p. 142,

53 Juan Guisti Cordero, Department of Fistory, University of Puerto Rico at Rio
Piedras, personal communication.

54 Sancher Valverde, Idea def ralor, p. 16
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son maintained that contraband accounted for a full one-sixth of all com-
merce, although an even higher figure might be conceivable.5% Trade in con-
traband eventually became so financially rewarding that it began to take its
toll on farming, By the turn of the eighteenth century, a petition was filed to
the Crown for black slaves ‘on credit’ to help stimulate agriculture.5

In the Spanish colony during the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries
slavery devolved into a system that barely resembled the corporate model
elsewhete. The feature that made the Dominican case distinctive was that
the free black population constituted the majority by the cighteenth cen-
tury.3’ Colonial poverty made slave imports prohibitive outside the largest
of firms; most plantations could only afford to purchase a handful. A
Dutch bondservant himself employed by the French West India Company,
Exquemelin, noted how scarce African slaves were on Hispaniola even by
the late seventeenth century. He also claimed that, due to their short-term
contracts, white bondsmen were worked harder and punished more
severely than slaves, particularly when under contract to the huntets.”®

Ranching required a far looser regime of control than sugar, and thus
consequently nurtured far more trust between mastets and slaves. The fact
that most slaves were employed singly or in pairs in cattle ranching encout-
aged paternalism and fostered identification with & patron who could offer
vatious petks, privileges and upward mobility; it also helped forge vertical
as well as horizontal ties of patron clientelism across the social divides?
On the cattle ranches, slave-master relations were quite intitate, particu-
latly since the hafos typically only employed one or two slaves and the
rancher and his men would spend weeks at a time on the road together.®
In eighteenth-century Uruguay, for example, four or five slaves could con-
trof a herd of 250,000. Ranching was particularly appropriate to an econ-
omy in which capital was scarce and land was plentiful.! Indeed, labour

55 Ihid, p. 159.

56  francisco Franco de Torquemada, Representacion, in Emilic Roddguez Demorizi
(cil), Relacdones bistiricas de Santo Dontinge, cited in Silvio Torres Saillant, ‘Creoleness or
Blackness?, p. 30,

57 Moreau de St Mery claims that there were fewer #bertor than whites, but many in ecla-
tion to blacks” although he could have been including many mulattos who passed as
white in that category (Moreaa de St Mery, Deseripeidn, p. 92).

58 Fsyuemeling, The Bucancers of lmerica (1969), p. 64,

59 Aichicl Baud notes tat among the tobaeco producers of the Cibao valley in the nine-
teenth century, cross-class intereacial unions out of wedlock through the institution
of the mistress were the norm (Michicl Baud, Peasants and Tobacco i the Dominican
Repubiie, 18701930 [iKnoxville, TN, 1995)).

60 For more on slavesy and duarronage in the Dominican Republic, see Cardos Esteban
Dive, Las grervilleros negros: esclavas fugitivos y amarrones en Sante Dominge (Santo
Domiago, 1989); and Ruben Silié, Ecowowia, exclavitid p pebiacidn: ensgyos de intes pretacidn
histirica del Santo Domingo espaiial en ef siple X1/TH (Santo Domingo, 1976}

61 Rodrguez Molas cited in Barcetta and bMackoff, *Cattle Frontiers in Latin America’, p.
599.
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telations in not only cattle but also contraband tended toward intensely
personal bonds. Considered inviolable, buccaneers wete characteristically
fietcely loyal to each other, sharing all booty together. Called malelotage, the
bonds forged in the intimate ties of codependency among cotsairs and
pirates were bighly ritualised and typically included homosexual ties.#2
While it may not be fair to describe slavery in the Dominican Republic
as more benign than elsewhere, one can say that relations with owners and
coployers tended to be intimate, if hierarchical. Most Dominican slaves
were domestic, and many of those who relied on slave labour commonly
rented it for the day, since they were too poor to pucchase it outright. Slave
lahour was cven tenited by the day in fairly capitalised firms, such as cigar
factories.t? 1n the most technologically advanced enterprise of the period
— sugar — the largest firm in the country was composed of 200 slaves —
far inferior to Jamaica, for example. And even on the largest plantations,
ties of ritual co-parentage actually linked whites and slaves, making lor a
less distanced style of authority relations than other slave regimes.%t
Dominicans did own slaves, yet after the collapse of the carly planta-
tion economy, these were most often acquired illicitly. This fact must have
fostered Dominicans’ tendency to define slavery as something not really
their own. Indeed, the bulk of slaves artiving in Santo Domingo during
this period wete not bought dircetly, but rather plundered as spoils at sca
or stolen and resold. Given the shortage of slave labous, a thriving branch
of the contraband cconomy was that of brigands who operated in the bor-
det regions of Hait and the Dominican Republic who cither captured run-
aways or stole slaves from large French plantations and then bartered them
off for cash or cattle. They were also known for kidnapping whites and
charging ransom in slaves. Some individuals based in Santiago Lroldly teav-
clled to Haiti where they tobbed slaves to sell in Spanish territory, pre-
sumably at locally affordable prices, undercutting slavers with high over-
heads to recoup. The problem became so severe under "Toussaint
Louverture that a formal complaint was lodged against the Spanish author-
itics. Many of these brigands were themselves black or brown, probably
Spanish Creoles.5 And most slaves purchased on Spanish terrain were not
paid for in cash, but rather swapped for tobacco, cattle or other livestock

62 B.R. Burg, Sodomy and the Pirate Tradition. English Sea Rorers fu the Seventeemth-Century
Caribbean (New York, 1983), p. 128. For more on pirate culture during this period, sce
Rediker, Between the Derif and the Deep Blwe Sea, and W Jelleey Bolster, Black Jacks:
African American Seansen in the Age af Sail (Cambridge, MA, 1997).

63 Sincher Valverde, Ensgres (Santo Domingo, 1988), pp. 249-50.

G4 David Barry Gaspar, ‘Slave Resistance in the Spanish Caribbean in the Mid-1790s] in
David Barey Gaspar and David Patrick Gegpus (eds.), A Turbulent Time: The French
Repolution aud the Groater Carithean (Bloomington, 1997), p. 142,

65 lod, p. 143, note 197,
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ot otherwise acquited. This fact is particularly notable since both tobacco
and cattle, as we shall see, are major symbols of Spanish Creole identity. TF
slavery in the Dominican Republic was associated with illicit wealth origi-
nating outside the nation, petceived as stolen booty, one can begin to sce
why. By the eighteenth century, slaves were rarely categorised generically as
a unit, as “esdarer’, but rather it was always noted whether they were ‘arclavos
franceses' or Creoles, the former presumed to be fugitives escaping hatsh
crimes, runaways or illegitimately acquired. In the Dominican Republic,
not only was slavery perceived as exogenous, as exotic and illegitimate, but
blackness was not primarily associated with the slve condition since most
Blacks in the Spanish colony wete freedmen.

There was enough colonial legistation seeking to curb the advances of
freedmen to indicate that they were not only doing well, but too well
Moreau de St. Mety, who visited Santo Domingo in 1783, reported that
‘color prejudice, which in other countries has erected a barrier between
whites and freecdimen or their descendents almost does not exist.” But then,
how could it, when ‘the great majority of the Spanish colonists are mest-
20506 Laws wete passed restricting blacks from wearing the finery of their
social supetiors such as gold jewellery, pearls, silk or draping shawls, which
must have been quite commonplace to merit official intervention. Thete
was also a law preventing freedmen from certain professions, such as sec-
retaries, notaries, the judiciaty, the militaty or the civil service. Yet clearly
these juridical bartiers wete being frequently violated, since the assimila-
tion and advance of mulattos was such that it drew protests from the
metropolis when freedmnen were encroaching on teaching and the priest-
hood by the eatly 1700597 ‘Racial deift’ or the effective absorption of
mixed-race into the social category of whiteness cither by acquiring capi-
tal or adopting the demeanour of the upper class must have been com-
monplace given St Mery’s observation that ‘the political construction of
the Spanish colony docs not allow deference before the civil status of a
white and a freedman’.% By 1794 there were nearly a third more freedimen
than slaves, and the numbers of both greatly outstripped that of whites.%”

The frontier natute of the economy provided more avenues for upward
mobility than the more developed corners of the Spanish Empire. For
example, given the lax disciplinary controls of the catde cconomy, it was
relatively easy for labourets to escape the ranches and either commence

66 Moreau de Saiat Mery, Deseriperdn, p. 93

67 Hoctink, The Dominican Peaple, 1850—1900. Notes for a Histarical Socofagy, translated by
Stephen K. Ault (Baltimore, 1982) p. 182

68 Morcau de Saint Mery, Desergperdn, p. 94, On “racial drift’, see uznesof and Schwartz,
‘Race, Class and Gender: A Conversation,” Calonfal Latin Awerdcan Review, vol. 4, no. 1
(1995), pp. 153-201.

69 The Dominican Peple, p. 183.
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their own herd, or stact their own business selling cattle parts. This must
have been quite commonplace, given ordinances specifically aimed at cur-
tailing frecd black eattle rustlers by resettling them on the outskirts of the
capital city.™ Indeed, the tension between agriculturalists and hunters,
which was commonplace throughout Latin American frontiers, had a racial
valence in this case, with whiter farmers, frustrated by wild boar herds, tak-
ing specific legislative aim at the colouted population. Complaints also
arose in the wotld of commetce that ‘the white population does ot have
useful employment because the mechanical trades and retail business are in
the hands of free blacks and dark coloureds’ 7! Travellers were consistent-
ly shocked at the ‘hauteur and overbearing pride’ of the Creoles, who
probably challenged their sense of approptiate demeanour for those who
had only faidy recently escaped the shackles of slavery.”?

However, the most important Afro-Creole dommin was the backwoods,
where many @marrdn communities had formed, one of which was even
officially recognised by both French and Spanish authorities. Lundahl esti-
mates that by the 1770s, Haitian maroons wete the majority in Dominican
border towns, and at mid-century 3,000 slaves from the French colony
were resident in Spanish border ateas (although to be fair the borderline
itself was only really established in 1777 when the western area was ceded
to France in the Treaty of Aranjucz).’

But to mention only the runaway slave communities presumes that
black culture was merely an isolated enclave. Indeed, the fact that slavery
was not practised in a discrete zone meant that blackness was patently not
bounded, but rather (as Esteban Deive argues) touched Dominican culture
as a whole.” Indeed, the free black and mulatto nomadic peasantry prac-
tising slash and burn cultivation and only occasional cash cropping as
needed was neither marginal not a minority. Rather, they formed the bulk
of the rural population outside the Cibao valley, where the export crop
tobacco was produced.’ And even the proud Santiago de los Caballeros,

T b, p 1406,

71 Ibid, p. 183

72 Whalton, Present State of the Spanish Colonies, p. 380, Comments of this naturc appear in
nearly every travel account cited here, Bryan Edwards wages the same nature of com-
plaint about West Tadian Creoles, who he said suffered [rom ‘ostentattous peide, a
‘ridicutous affectation of splendor’ and an exaggerated ‘consciousness of solf impor.
tance’ (The History, Ciril and Commerical, of the British Cofoies in the West Ludies, vol. 111
fLondon, 1801, . 9.

73 Mats Lundahl, ‘Flaitian Migeation to the Dominican Republic) in his The Haitfan
Bcononry: Man, Land and Markets INew York, 1993), pp. 112-13,

74 Cados Lswchan Deive, La echitud del negro en Santo Domsingo (1492-1844), vols. | and
H (Sunto Domingo, 1980}

75 Lora sense of the prevalence of the menfers, see Sincher, Valverde, Tdea def ralor: Walton
(Present State of the Spanish Colenies) describies the ubiquity of both menferes and maroons.

Race, National Identity and the Idea of Value 23

considered the seat of the agrarian atistocracy, was described in 1666 as 2
town of hunters and planters (in that order).0 Called monteria, this style of
rural existence was the bane of eighteenth and ninetcenth century liberals,
who saw its dispersion as anathema to a cultural grid that privileged urban-
ism as the seat of civilisation and culture. They lamented that the monieros
‘never see the capital just like the first Indians’ and wortied incessantly about
how to harness their labour for national development.”” This free coloured
community was also seen as patenty dangerous because it could serve as a
sponge for escaped slaves fleeing ingenfos and haciendas, Yet it is clear that
the monters mountain peasant was critical in defining a patently Creole
fifestyle, one that resisted sedentary agticulture, developing small subsistence
plots called ameos only as needed, and only partially enteting matket rela-
tions. Yet, contrary to protopeasants elsewhete in the Catibbean, these were
first and foremost hunters, and only very partially agriculturalists.”

Contemporary observers vilified the mounteres as the quintessential bar-
barians who refused to sell at market, wear proper clothes or live in towns.
They were ‘a funny sight’, with their black rags, stained with blood and
grease, a leather belt threaded with four daggers and a eartridge box and
rough-hewn sandals.” They actually figure far more negatively than slaves
because they tesided completely outside the social order. The slave was
subhuman but he at least was Jocated within society — even if on the bot-
tom rung, A 1793 rural report wrote, '

the free blacks are the worst ... they are hopeless; they usually live in the
bush, as they desite total freedom and independence; they run around
almost naked, and are the cause of alt the problems that are committed
and could be committed on the island, Estos negros son la mayor parte
vagos, malentretenidos ... amancebados, ebrios y ladrones.

To the monferor credit, however, shifting agriculture was a sensible
response to the low demographic density of ecastern Hispaniola. As late as
1871 only one tenth of the land in La Vega province was in cultivation.®!

76 Bsquemeling, The Buceaneers, p. 24.

77 Sancher Valverde, Idea de pafor, . 148. The state was too weak to effect a passbook sys-
tem, which succeeded in sedentising the coeresponding fare population in Pucrto Rico.

78 ‘Fhus this mede] resembles more the Puerto Rican style of peasantry than that of
Hhaiti or the British West Indies, where provision grounds were the basis of market
relations even within slavery, and thus the basis of the protopeasantry” for Mintz and
Creole society for Trouiflot; sce Michel-Rolph Trouillot, ‘Culture on the Fdges:
Creolization in the Plantation Context, Plantation Sadiety fn the Ansericas, vol. V, no. |1
{Spring 1998), pp. 8-28.

79 Labat, iges a fas ishas de lo América, p. 246,

80 Raymundo Gonzdlez, ‘Hay tres clases de gentes en Ia campafia ...} Ef Caribe, 23
November 1991, p. 18.

8t Foetink, The Dominican People, p. 5.
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Contrary to the fears of havendader and bateror, however, free blacks in
the Spanish colony appear to have rarcly identified with slaves. Indeed,
during the rutal tumult caused by the Haitian Revolution in the 1790s, the
monteras more often offered their services in the marechansée — groups
formed to hunt slave runaways. In the view of a visitor to the iskand in
1828, there were:

few slaves on this part of the island and these were living in so great a
state of equality with the people that slavery was only known by name.
They evinced no desire whatsoever to throw off their adherence to
theis masters and join their brethren of the west®2

Further evidence of the exemplary patriotism of free coloureds is that a
group of upstanding mulattos helped fight the Buitish to actually maintain
Spanish colonial control in 1810.43 Some nototious moreno ctiminals even
focused their attacks primatily on slaves, killing and injuring them.8!
French minister Raybaud wrote that Dominican Blacks

felt too proud of the social superiority that daily contact with their
masters imparted them over the slaves tn the French section to consent
to imitate the lateer whom they haughtily called “/os m:‘ng’.Bs

If the Spanish colonists petceived the monteros as completely autarchic, that
was not entirely the case. Spatially autonomous, these mountain peasants
did maintain active if sporadic relations with the market. Indeed, the mon-
teros commenced tobacco production for trading putposes in the latter six-
teenth century, finding the British, French and Dutch avid putchasers.b6
Tobacco served their needs because it could be dited and easily transport-
ed, as well as saved; tobacco, alongside the pig, rapidly became the savings
bank of the rural poor, a means of quick and ready cash. By 1678 some
two million pounds of tobacco leaf wete exported to France.? These two
valuable exports — tobacco and livestocl —— created a symbiosis between

82 James Feanklin, The Present State of Hayti (Saine Donrings) with Renrarks on itt Alpticuiture,
Comtmerve, Liaws, Religron, Fitarnces, and Popnilation, efe., ofr, (Westport, CT, 1970 {1828}, p.
184, .

83 Fradiue Lizasde, Cafltura afitcana en Santo Domingo (Santo Domingo, 1979), p. 53, cited
in ‘Torres Saillant, ‘Creolencess ot Blackaess?’ p. 31

84 1 have in mind the case of the ‘e inggaite; see Raymundo Gonzilez, ‘T
“Comegente” atacaba personas y propiedades cerea de las poblaciones,” E/ Carile, 28
September 1991, Although Gonzalez argues that the attacks on blacks may have been
an attack on the most precious property of Spanish colonial society, and thus not real-
Iy o the blacks per se at alk,

85 Raybaud cited in Hoctink, The Dominican Propfe, p. 186.

86 Jisquemeling states that tobacco production was begun expressly for the pusposcs of
tracke (The Buccaneers of America, p. 48).

87  Baud, ‘Peasant Svcicty under Siege)” p. 20.
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the monteros and smugglers, as producers and traders, both of which were
‘marked by vigorous, often violent antipathy against traditional authority8#
— to Spanish colonial society and its mercantile restrictions.

As a result, tobacco and cattle came to symbolise an emetgent Creole
identity, one associated if tmplicitly with free blacks and mulattos and a
racial democracy in which there were multiple opportunities for upward
mobility, unlike plantation crops such as cacao or sugar which required
stave labour and produced a rigid virtual caste system. This is clear in the
writings of nineteenth century Dominican liberal Pedro Francisco Bond,
whose ideas regarding the virtues of tobacco cultivation influenced Cuban
anthropologist Fernando Ortiz’s musings about tobacco and sugar. In the
words of Bond, ‘cacao is oligarchical and tobaceo is democratic ... all the
wotkers work together, all of them earning, producing and consuming
national produce and giving life to society’P? Bond saw tobacco as one of
the key formative influences in the development of this cosmopolitan
society and new ‘race’, which was a mixture of the caucasian, the Indian
and the African, which he contrasted to Haiti, which was seen as exelu-
stvely black.? Indeed, tobacco became a key trope for late eighteenth and
nineteenth century liberal boosters who wanted to promote national devel-
opment through challenging the pessimism of Eurocentric racial theotis-
ing. Just as tobacco was supetior to sugar (which produced ‘excessive prof-
it and caused a risk to our nationalities’),”! Dominican riolos were superi-
ot to the French colonists of neighbouring Haiti who wete consumed by
the tropics; Creoles, by contrast, live longer and get stronger the farther
they are from their European otigin92

If intellectuals such as Bond constructed tobacco and sugar as symbols
of Creole identity and its antithesis, thus the Dominican Republic and its
difference to Haiti, they did not entirely invent them. Given the pervasive

88 Rediker, Befveen the Deril and the Deep Blue Sea, p. 275,

89 Rodrguerz Demorizi (ed), Papeles de Pedro I Bond, p. 363.

90 Ibid, p. 399. Interestingly, while Bond embraces tobacco and the racial democracy it
helped forge, he vilifies its primary producers, the monteras, for their stubborn refusal
to live in groups or towns. As he states, ‘Nuestro pueblo, seitor A, ticne prendas rel-
evantisimas individuales, es bravo, audaz, es boadddoso, hospitalario, sencillo, traba-
indf:r, inteligente, empreadedor. Separsdamente individuo por individuo, es de To
mejor que hay en el mundo, pero tomado colectivarnente s casi inditll; no tiene In
socicdad dominicana esa cohesion indispensable de toda agrupacion humana que
quicre ser definitivamente independiente, duchia absoluta de sus destinos, £ {fondo de
nuestro cardcter nacionat lo constituye o particulatsmo, ¢ individualismo. No se
percibe en ninguno de sus actos la nota predominante que constituye ¢f alma de las
maciones estables” (p. 399).

N b, p. 610, For more on Bond, see Raymundo Gongdlez, ‘Bl pensamicnto de Bond:
Nacion y clases trabajadoras, in Gowwdlez et al. {cds), Pofitia, identidad y pensantients
sodial, pp. H1=64; and Boud, s intelecinal,

92 Sincher Valverde, Idea def vafer; p. 163.
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poverty and lack of specie, Dominican traders more frequently swapped
tobacco for slaves than bought them with cash. Indeed, tobacco, the key
smallholder cash crop, and cattle, collected by free black hunters on the
north coast or produced by southern ranchers, were the two most impor-
tant surrogate cutrencies used for acquiting slaves.?? It is not surprising,
then, that cattle and tobacco became popular linked symbols of national
value, race misture and Creole identity. Evidence is the fact that
Dominican pensants class their tobacco leaf into two varieties, ool and
oler. Being from local sceds (ofer sceds were originally from Cuba) eriollo 1s
favoured for cxport due fo its rich growth and large leaf. The language
used to describe the Creole leaf not sutprisingly invokes the mestize: dark
brown or dark cinnamen in colour and slightly chocolate in aroma. If both
the kitchen garden or provision ground and its produce, food, are staple
symbols of /o criollo, then it makes sense that the montero style of tobacco
planting was to intersperse it with food crops such as manioc, corn and
beans in the comnco, the small subsistence food plots of the itinerant wonlere
ot free black.? Significantly, tobacco was also planted inside the backyard
pigpen.d Interestingly, there are other local tobacco varieties that are not
exported and which all invoke cattle: ranchero, lengua de vaca, rabo de mitla and
¢f haters 6 The cross-pollination of tobacco and cattle names here is sig-
nificant since it underscores their common identity as linked Creole sym-
bols that form part of the same regime of value, which seemed to become
even more Creole in the very act of exchange with outsiders. Tobacco and
cattle were thus ‘earmarked monies’ which came to represent the emerg-
ing domestic Creole identity of the Spanish colonists, ones which were
seen as distinct from the fabulous yet clandestine wealth of the #llicit ‘sweet
teade’ whose bounty of gold, silver, slaves, pearls, specie, sugar and other
forms of treasure scemed to appear out of nowhere, and often vanished
just as fast7 Although the montero-buccancer relationship was symbiotic,

93 Ihid, p 137,

94 haud, *Peasant Production,” p. 24 and Baud, ‘A Colonial Counter Heonomy: Tobacco
Production on Eepaitola, 1500-1870, Nempe West-Indische Gidsf New West Indian Griide,
vol. 65, nos. band 2 (1991); pp. 2749, Trauillot places the provision grounds at the
centre of Creole identity production tn ‘Culture on the Edges”. Sanchez Valverde states:
‘Comcos se faman en Santo Domingo s labranzs de frutos del pads, que en cicrlo
néinero de vams de terreno hacen regularmente los negro libees, ete., o los esclavos jor-
naicros, 2 yuieacs lo conceden los proprictarios que no pueden cultivar In aren de su
pertenencia, por ¢f precier de einco pesos al ane’ (Sanchez Valverde, Tdea del ralor, . 202).

95 Sanches Valverde, Idea def tafor, p. 157.

96 Baud, ‘Peasant Society under Siege, appendixc: pp. 20001, For more on Bond and his
contribution to the symbolics of Creole identity in the Dominican Republic, see my
essay, ‘Gringo Chickens with Worms’,

97 The notion of carmarked monics is from Viviana A, Zelizer, The Soral Meaning of
Mouncy: Pin Moy, Payehecks, Poor Reficf, and other Crrrencies (New Yorl, 1994), pp. 1-35.
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they were distinguished by the fact that the latter had far mote ready access
to cash, the lack of which made for certain critical scarcities on land, par-
ticulacly of manufactured goods. For example, the clothes of Sp;nish
colonists were so ragged that mass was held before suntise to avoid embar-
rassment and many women avoided mass altogether for lack of proper
shawls.?® While buccaneers sought exclusively treasure and high value lux-
ury goqu, moniteros wete quite particular about the goods they traded for.
requesting only items useful to their hunting needs, such as cloth, shot and
gunpowder; they were not intetested in accumulation for its own sake,%?

Indeed, catte functioned as a virtual curtency within the Spanish
colony. Interestingly, the very term otiginated in the Mediaeval Latin agp/-
tale, which meant funds or holdings. Cattle and its byproducts from the
Spanish colony were highly valued in the tegion, and were taken to be a
standard of value, within the colony and without.!™ Indeed, even if pay-
ment was reckoned in terms of pieces of eight, seventeenth-century
Spanish currency; leather was as good as silver when it came to reckoning
ransom and was commonly used as specie. ! Smoked meat was recog-
nised to be the lifeblood of the economy.'¥2 The Church accepted tithe in
calvezs. So cential were cattle to the contraband economy that when the
Spanish sought in vain to curtail the black market along the north coast of
the island, they did so by ordering the slaughter of all cattle in 1684. Cattle
were so singulatly important that they served as a means of political cur-
rency and leverage by the state.!V? If slaves were the m-commodity par
excellence of the eighteenth century, cattle were their mitror, and the two
were often coupled as related yet distinct in the imagination of the time.
The commensurability of cattle and slaves, for example, was key to the
exchange rate of the slave teade in the Caribbean; it was also taken for
granted in contemporaty parlance. !

The Haitian Occupation

The period when sugar and cattle were solidified as signs of alterity was
the nineteenth century when Haiti entered the sugar bonanza and the

98 Moreau de St Mery, Descrifidn, p. 85.

99 Labat, f;t.«gm a fas ishas de Jo América, p. 245, Galvin, Patterns of Piflage, mentions the for-
tunes of former buccancers who retired to civit seevice Ti
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H0  Sec Labat’s comments on how delicious and unique was the taste of the cured meat
prnducc‘td by Sante Domingo buccancers, which he says s infinitely more delicious
nfzd 1'§c§:catc than other smoked meats (Fafer o fas iofar de dmdrica, pp. 234--35).

101 Galvin, Pafterns of Pillage, p. 132; and Ldwards, odn Flistoriad Swrvey, p. 136.

102 Moreau de St hMery, Descriprion, p. 105.

103 As ’}VilCI; the Spanish governor froze alf French cattle withdrawals to pressuse them
te sign the border Treaty of Aranjuez in 1773 (Morean de 8 edd
. ‘ ; 5 4 at e St Merey, Descripefdn, 1 29).

104 Lidwards, British Colonter, p. 151 ! P 2)
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Dominican econtomy was cast as its primary source for oxen, mules, meat
and hide. Sugar came to stand in for the cluster of associations surround-
ing the contraband economy. Deployed as a currency, West Indian planters
cven paid their taxes in sugar in the cighteenth century.!" As surrogate
specie, then, sugat invoked the economy of piracy that virtually monopo-
lised most repional currency from the sixteenth to the eighteenth centuries.
By the mid-cighteenth century, the spectacular growth of sugar production
in Haiti had created a thriving matket for skins and smoked meat products,

“and as a result the Dominican ranching cconomy expanded, especially in
the frontier areas due to their proximity to Port-au-Prince, the Haitian cap-
ital. A guaranteed market also provided an incentive to improve herds, and
cattle quality improved along with yields.!'"® Ruben Sili¢ describes the
Dominican Republic as ‘doubly dependent’ during this period,®7 upon
Spain as well as Haiti, which became the primary consumer of Dominican
products, as well as its key link to global matkets for products such as
mahogany and dyewoods, which were shipped through Haitl to Eutope.
One observer estimated that the French purchased upwards of 25,000
head of cattle and 2,500 mules and hotses, and that the Spanish spent
some half a million dollars per year in Haiti purchasing manufactured
goods, tools and slaves.!™ This trade was so profitable that the Crown tried
hard to tax if, though in vain.!®? By the onset of the Haitian Revolution
(1791-1804) thete was a clear sense of symbiotically linked yet distinct
modes of production on the island, with a flourishing and extensive ranch-
ing economy in the east, and a far mote prosperous sugar cconomy in the
west (even if the Haitian revolutionary period had been depressionaty,
since the frontier zones were evacuated and the cast was drawn into the
civil war). Although the Haitian Revolution itself, which brought succes-
sive waves of French, Flaitian and British troops onto Dominican terrain,
piqued nationalist sensibilities among Dominicans, most slaves actually
allied with their owners.!! In the aftermath of the Haitian Revolution
fears of possible further foreign intervention drove HMaitian leaders to
invade and finally occupy the Dominican Republic (18224},

The Dominican response was complex and varied considerably by
region and social group. In response to rumours encouraged by Haiti that
free coloureds could be reenslaved by the French, there was popular sup-
pott for the intervention in certain regions. Dominican slaves certainly

105 At a time when produce was inadmissible. See Long, The History of Jawaica, p. 537,

106 Franldin, The Presenr State of Hayti, p. 26.

107 Sulie, Econouda, esclavitad y polilacidn, pp. 33 and 24.

Y8 Vrankling Presear State of Flapti, p. 35.

109 Sianchez Valverde, Ideg def rafor, p. 157,

110 Franklin, Present State of Fapi, p. 28. See Gegpus ‘Slave Resistance’ for an account of
slave revolts in Santo Domingo and Cuba during the revelution.
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rejoiced at the unilateral abolition of slavery, which had been declared ear-
lier by Louverture but not enforced. Dominicans in the border zones sup-
potted incorporation, since Hlaiti was their primary market. Morcover,
many of the poor were captivated by promises of Iand grants to freedmen
and the abolition of taxes. And some clites felt that union with Haiti would
be progressive and could help spur economic development in the east.
There was even intellectual suppott among certain liberals, who rallied in
favour of an island confederation.!!!

The basic thrust of Haitian President Boyer’s economic policy was the
modernisation of land and labour in the Dominican Republic, in an effort
to reinvigotate a sagging economy in Haitl, The privatisaton of land
tenure and the promotion of cash cropping for export became the key
watchwords. The revolutionary war had rung the death knell for the plan-
tation economy, as former slaves fled into the countryside to become sub-
sistence farmers. At the same time, the government had agreed to pay an
indemnity to France in exchange for recognition and needed to jump-start
the ailing economy in order to commence these payments. The first step
was the privatisation of land, which had dramatic repercussions in the east
where most land was ¢ffdo or public land for ranching purposes, and most
private property was held in common, as ferrenos comnnerss. Chusch proper-
tics were nationalised, and émigré and public lands were recouped, some
of which were doled out to revolutionary war veterans instead of a pen-
sion. All land that could not prove private ownership was subject to
nationalisation for the purposcs of redistribution.!!? In an effort to con-
duct mote cffective tasation the government issued a new round of cur-
rency, # highiy unpopulqr move since papet cmissions were seen as infla-
tionary, ‘ruinous’ and cven ‘fatal’, and the new copper coinage was
described as too ‘diminutive’ for Fait’s ‘national greatness’.11? The State
sought to counter a widespread culture of economic subterfuge, such as
the peasantry’s proclivity to engage in ‘subterranean investments in capi-
tal’.!'4 Many merchants operated through exchanges of coffee credit
rather than cash; and the peasantry frequently invested their earnings in

111 Bendin Demorsd {ed), Papeles de Pedro F. Bond, p. 610.

112 For more on the land question during the Faitian period, see Frank Moya Pons’ essay,
“the Land Question in Haiti and SantoDomingo: The Sociopolitical Context of the
Teansition from Skavery to Free Labor, 18011843, in Manuct Moreno Fraginals ct
al. (eds.), The Spanish Speaking Carthbean in the Nineteentl Centriry {Baltimore, 1985), pp.
181~214; for more on fervenar cosuneros, sce Samuel iazard, Sante Doniingo, Past and
Present; with a Glance at Hayti (New York, 1873), pp. 481-84, and Sanchez Valverde,
Idea del valor, p. 149

113 For a criticism of paper currency cmissions, see Loog, Hisory of Jamaica, p. 333; foc
the rationale against copper eoinage and Phitian national value, see Brown, Sanke
Bomingo, p. 262.

114 Thid, p. 287.
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‘treasure’, which they buried alongside th‘e'tr coil.mgc‘ C-%rcatispl;}:sdoé rc;:j:
dic disappear in this way, even though this practice was pt.o gi 1Ec .m}} c‘—.
In 1837, for example, 20,000 gold doubloons —a cm‘lsldcm e ;:;1. 1 :
wete discovered under a plantation near Cap Pmm;oks,sanci smaller troves
were found hidden near Port-au-Prince and St Mage.!! -1
The main obstacle to the effective executton of these :r.:casmifsdwn%_t 1¢
confused system of land tenancy in the Dominican R?pubhc.l IC:\ ci fe::;/zi
commneras, much of the land in the east was held collectively, Wltl'l each (?n et
possessing shares (pasor ot aciones) in usufruct, a system de\..'e loping 10‘?““
seventeenth century during a period when the man-land mtxo_was‘ ver
whelmingly in favour of the latter. The resultant lack of.ciegr pn\rgtcc{:‘t [to
erty in land was scen by the HMutian regime as a ma;o;: imgccli Tind o
progess; as a result, legislation was mtrodt_:ccd to force sa c; qf;\ : q for
which tenancy could not be proved.”iﬁ Simultancous to c ari )n;% Fm.mr
Jand tenure, the regime sought to require production for export. 1t 1o o
Haitian slaves withdrew from plantatiox} labour due to its assoctation \X; :
slavery, the Domiaican problem was different: there fsnizpiy was ntc;{\:: tg-
spread practice of commercial agticulture, market rclauons.wcilc no ! bqnd
tous and there was a long history, as we h:wc_: seen, of barter and contra (; :
To add muscle to this effort, Boyer then implemented the iiumf: Co i,v::
vagrancy law requiring everyonc to till the land, e:-;ccptmg Of‘k g_f asoc;;\f 1§o v
leged categories of professionals, SL.!Ch as civil servants mlz pto cl s e gfed
clearly had his own reasons for secking to augment state mz{rcgues. theneel
to offset the repeasantisation of the Haitian economy an - e msx;j ; _:11 ok
lapsc of the sugar plantation economy. But tl}ese moves wcn::I most : ZZ )mqgm
alded by Dominican liberals who had long since tried to find a wn)1 o 1‘] ke
peasants out of the monferos — to capture the lilbour of a groupd which s
successfully resisted state capture. As José Ramon Abad lamented,

The land should be the well-guaranteed property of the cultured mnln,

the always fertile workshop of regular and orderly work, not the

wrong-headed, unproductive and anonymous pastures of ranching, nor
i ife 117

the silent theatre of a vagabond life.

While the voices of liberal critics becm?‘xc louder over the cours;: of 312
nineteenth century, a shrill minority at m;d-century 5aunche!d_ nittnc xsEgno n;
tinerant black peasantry as an ﬂnu-:_mtionai force, one which cc;u mi
become ‘true citizens’ through the victues of commercial agriculture s

115 1bid.

116 This account derives from |
Santiage, 1973). i ) o

147 gc:é} l:imt'm :\)bmi, La Repibiica Doninicapa: reseila general geagreifico-estacdistica (Santo
-Domingn, 1888), 1. 288.

ank Moya Vons, Lo dominacion baitiaua: 182244
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participation in national markets.!!8 Boyer’s efforts were ultimately a fail-
ure, due to the monumentality of the task of ovethauling and modernising
the land system and the lack of state resources for surveying. And the zer-
renos commnneros were one issuc that united elite and peasant Dominican
opposition to Boyer alike, since anyone engaged in some sedentary agri-
culture used this archaic and deeply Creole system for apportioning
usufruct, one in which rights to cultivate, harvest and cull wood, for exam-
ple, on a single plot were discrete and could be assigned to dilferent indi-
viduals.1?? If 1822 was a good year for the economy, by 1835 a general
agticultural decline had set in throughout the island, exacerbated by the US
economnic crisis, which Boyer sought in vain to avert through infladonary
money emissions — by devaluing the Haitian gourde 250 per cent. And
the contraband economy based on cattle ground to a halt since unification
climinated trade with Haiti, 120

The Haitian occupation created a head-on clash between two econom-
ic logics. As a result of the sugar plantation cconomy, Haiti had experi-
enced a far more thorough integration into global commerce and com-
mercial agriculture than the Dominican Republic — the strength of its
national currency until the revolution being a ptime example. A history of
mnching, wild meat hunting and shifting agriculnural production based on
communal lands made for a tadically different cconomic logic, one that
clashed with the Haitian State’s agenda when it sought to foster commet-
cial agriculture. The occupation was to confirm the difference between
these two regimes of value: if Haiti had 2 monopoly on what were con-
sidered the key seventeenth and eighteenth century commodities ~ bul-
lion, specie, sugar and slaves - the independent state had money. 2! The
impoverished east by contrast had only cattle, tobacco, mahogany and land
— all of which had served as alternative protocurrencies in inter-istand
trade, but had more limited exchange value on the global stage. If the cco-
nomic distuption brought by the Haitian Revolution had created a situa-
tion in which ‘the widespread poverty was such that distinct classes almost

H8 The ‘true citizens’ quote is from Hoctink, The Dominican Peaple, p. 9. Sec also
Raymundo Gonzilez, ‘Ideologia del progreso y campesinade,” pp. 25-44. My thanks
to Raymundo for sharing with me his extensive knowledge of nineteenth century
Dominican primary sources,

19 Hazaed, noted in Hoctink, The Dominican People, Hoetink argues that fervenos commneror
were a Creole invention in Mérner {ed.), Rave and Class, p. 103, noting that Del Monte
y Tejeda mentions fifty bater or ranches that had been individually owned, but which
subsequently devolved into ferrenos conserss. On the other hand, diserete and distinet
overlapping Forms of usufruct was a featuce of mediacval Spanish land teaure as well,

120 Franklin, The Present State of Hayti, p. 297.

121 The Dominican Republic pot its first national currency in 1944, when the National
Bank was formed by Rafel Trujillo; before that time a series of regional currencics
and the US dolfar cicculated.
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ceased to exist; the purchasing powers of the lavendado and the frec mulat-
to wete on a par’.i22 This process of social levelling was furthered by the
Haitian occupation due to the attack on the two key factors of production:
large landowners and slaves.

During the latter half of the ninctcenth century, the racial topography
of the Dominican Republic witnessed dramatic change. But the major
change occurred in the 1870s, when US corporate firms began installing
enormous sugar cenfrales along the southern coast of the island. To staff
these enormous enterprises cheaply, they imported contract labour from
Faiti and the West Indies for seasonal wotk cutting cane during the milling
season. If the Dominican Republic successfully avoided the first wave of
plantation agriculture and the resultant pattern of sharp racial and class
stratification, they suffered the second acutely in ways that had dramatic
repetcussions for the relationship between tace and national identity. The
creation of a foreign labour niche almost exclusively staffed by IHaitians
created a new association between blackness and a particularly opprobii-
ous form of labour ~— unskilled, underpaid, highly dangerous and back-
breaking — based on contracts resembling slavery. This new ethnic
enclave had been foisted upon the country by US firms and thus was per-
ceived uitimately as yet another US insult to the national patrimony, as
Baud asserts, “Anti-Yankee feelings thus confivmed and reinforced anti-
Haitian feelings”.!23 This new cthnic labour matket segmentation had the
dual effect of both denationalising blackness, by making it synonymous
with Haiti (as well as the evil machinations of the USA), just as it enabled
Dominicans to claim whiteness as a result of the fact they could suddenly
sec themselves as ‘superior’ to Haitians for avoiding any participation in
this new, disagreeable unskilled form of labour!24

This new triangle formed between the USA, Haiti and the Dominican
Republic was reinforced even further during the 1920s US military occu-
pations of the two nations. In the US racial gaze, both countrics were
cqually black, since US racial taxonomies did not allow for mixed-race sta-
tus. The new demeaning conflation between unskilled work and blackness
may have created a logic whereby Dominicans sought to reclaim social

122 tloetink, The Dontinivan Peaple, p. 168.

123 Baud, ‘Constitutionally White, pp. 131-2. Torres Saillaat has another take on this,
arguing that the ideology of Dominican whitening has arisen in telation to US impe-
rial penetration, representing Dominican clites” need 1o be recognised and valued by
the USA (Creoleness or Blackness?’, p. 40). Aviva Chomsky alteges that a similar hix
of anti-imperalism and anti-[aitianism developed in Cuba as @ result of contract
fabour; sce her essay, ‘Barbados or Canada?”.

124 Sce Nocl bgnatiey, How the Irish Becanse White (New York, 1995), for a pacallel argu-
ment about Irish identity and labour martket segmentation in nincteenth-century
urban America.
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- honour by distancing themselves as far as possible from Hait and Haitians,
30 as to move closer to whiteness. Only in this way could they avoid bear-

ing the brunt of US sambo stereotypes at a moment when, under US
direct rule, they were suddenly painfully aware of the US perception of
them as black due to the imposition of Jim Crow segregation on their
home terrain. Thus, by providing an avenue for accentuating their differ-
ence from Haidd, anti-Flaitianism scemed to move Dominicans closer to
whiteness on a scale of gradation. In sum, the contract labour scheme
inaugurated an entirely new phase in the changing relationship between
race and national identity inn the Dominican Republic, as blackness was eth-
nicised through labour force segmentation, reinforcing Dominicans’ pro-
clivity to see blackness as a thing apart,!2

Conclusion

‘Of money, as a central sign of civilization.” 126
Daniel Webb

While traditional Domintcan historians have maintained that and-
Haitianism commenced with the Haitian occupation and continucd
unabated until the present, I would argue that this view accowds far too
much causal weight to the occupation itself. It provides a nationalist nar-
rative that is sentimentally appealing, and one which assuages contempo-
rary guilt for the 1937 Haitian massacre in which some 20,000 Haitian bor-
der migrants were staughtered by Dominican troops (which then becomes
the Dominican riposte to the ‘domination’), but which is ultimately inac-
curate. Boyer sought to impose a systemn of commodified property rela-
tions in a couniry in which this was deeply alien; one without a national
curtency, for which the lion’s share of national trade was conducted sur-
reptitiously through contraband; a nation without private property in land
or even much sedentary agriculture to speak of. Even if this project ulti-
mately failed, it reinforced the association between Hait and processes of
commodification as embodied in the key symbols of sugar, slaves and
specie which originated in seventeenth-century inter-island trade, as we
have seen. The paired contrasting terms of sugar and tobacco, and slavery

i25 Hoctink places more stress on the stratification praduced by sugac itsell] than Eaitian
importation. See his essays: “Race and Color in the Caribbean, in Mintz and Price
(eds.), Cariblean Contours, pp. 55-84; and “Fhe Dominican Republic in the Nincteenth
Century: Some Notes on Steatification, Immigeation and Raee)” in Magnus Morner
{eely, Race and Class, pp. 96-120.

126 Danicl Webb, esy., . General History of the Aneticans, of their Crstants, Meners, and Cofanrs,
Aw Fistory of the Blafords, and White Negrees. History of Pern. An History of the Mamiers,
Citstoms, etc., of the Chinese aud Egyptians, sclected by M. Pauw (Rochdale, 1306).
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and ranching, were thus surrogates for the symbolic opposition of com-
modity versus gift exchange, key signs of difference which helped give
shape to cmerging national distinctions on the istand.

Nor were the symbols of sugar and slaves merely significant on the
island of Hispaniola; they were the very substance of West Indian colonial
commaetce since slaves were used as a general form of value against which
quantities of other products were measured, and sugar itself was used as a
currency in the cighteenth century.1?7 It was these two items that gave
Haitian products their market value and Haiti its national worth. In the
cighteenth century, slaves were unique since they were renewable propet-
ty; they were commodities which themselves produced value. If Faiti had
slaves, the Dominican Republic had not even the cash to pay for them and
was forced to resort to stealing or kidnapping or battering them for the
homely but trusted Creole products of mules, wild cattle and horses,
tobacco, wood and wax. Through its hypermodern industrial sugar contrales,
Haiti scemed to manufacture money in stark contrast to the natural econ-
omy of gathering that ruled in the east. Somehow this economy of swap-
ping came to appeat as stealing to Dominicans, since the terms of
exchange seemed to make Haiti grow at Dominicans’ expense. Hait has
been marked ever since this formative petiod, malking Dominicans fecl
inadequate since, unlike Hait, they could not afford to purchase (and the
Crown would not grant them) the m-form of commodity — slaves —
which pethaps would have provided them the spectacular economic devel-
opment Haiti witnessed (if hopefully not the revolution). In sum, this carly
formative period matked Haid as embodying a special kind of value —
one that seemed to beget money out of nothing, steadily but surrepti-
tiously, leaving the Dominican Republic with just the evanescent phantasm
of its ‘idea’, in the words of Dominican mulatto priest Antonio Sinchez
Valverde. This ealy phase also posited the notion of Haitian value as itle-
gitimate, as the very embodiment of primitive accumulation through the
plundeting of gold, treasure and slaves since even though neither nation
had yet been formed at that time, Haiti has been blamed by subsequent
Dominican anti-Faitian writers as the key agent and instigator of that law-
less and thieving seventeenth-century economy of piracy.1?8

Anti-Haitianism was thus neither a product of the nincteenth-century
occupation, nor does it consist of flat racism. This idea of Haiti as the virtual
embodiment of commodity vatue — of gold, silver, specic and slaves — dates

127 Adam Semith, A Tuguiry iuto the Natare and Canes of the Wealth of Nations, edited by
[idwin Canmsan (Chicago, 1976), p. 27. Por more on the symbalics of sugar in the
Dominican Republic, sce my essay, ‘Gringo Chickens with Worms’.

128 Arturo Manudl Peiia Batlle, Ler Isla de la Tortuga: plaga de armas, refiigio y seminaria de fos
eueniigar de Egpara en Indias (Madrid, 1952).
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from the early buccaneer economy; yet this detived initially from an attitude of
reverence, not depreciation. Haiti also had the symbolic capital of the revolu-
tion — of having won their independence from Europe at gunpoint.!? Ant-
Haitianism was transformed into a racially-marked posture of superiotity only
after the idea of Haiti was cthnicised; when Haitian migrants become syn-
onymous with lagge scale contract labour imports and the back-breaking and
brutal task of cane cutting (which itself is reminiscent of slavery) in the late
nineteenth-century. Before that date, it was far more an awe of Haitian poten-
cy — economic, political and religious — and a form of racialised national
identity. Anti-Flaitianism defined blackness as a Haitian monopoly, but it also
recognised it as something Dominicans needed to have in otder to develop
(but continued to lack), given the cighteenth-century logic that great nations
were made by plenty of slave labour — and bullion.

The expulsion of blackness from the Dominican nation had repercus-
sions for the meaning of Creole identity. As we have seen, a history of colo-
nial poverty and the openness of the ranching, wonteria and smuggling
economies provided many opportunities for freedmen to advance socially
and economically. The nineteenth-century multiple interventions and wars
also helped enable the formation of an emergent black middle sector
through the armed forces, for example, which used the military as a spring-
board to politics. Indeed, order and progress dictator Ulises Fleureaux who
ruled for most of the 1880s was but one example of a powerful conserva-
tive mulatto strongman; liberal Gregorio Lupetén was yet another (not to
mention dictator Rafael Trujillo, who ruled from 1930-61). just as Joaquin
Balaguer chided Francisco Pefia Gomez in the penultimate Dominican clec-
tions as a ‘secret Haitan® and thus not Dominican enough to rule, in the
18805 Luperon accused Heureaux as being a US stooge and squashing the
‘mestizo race’, the Dominican indio’, through black timportation (not sue-
prsingly, Heureaux himself had Haitian lineage). With the late nineteenth
cenrtury sugar boom fuelling state formation and the resultant creation of
effective party patronage machines, blacks became an important part of
both liberal and conservative political factions. Of course, it was the very
success of these Dominican mestizos, as well as the fact that all Dominicans
have some ‘black behind the ear’ {as Dominicans say), that has made race so
useful as an available negative political cutrency in clectoral discourse.

The fact that creolisation occurred outside the plantation economy in
the Dominican Republic shaped a uniquely open pattern of race and class

129 Jonathan Brown complained that “The mass of the people are not only uninstructedd,
but so profoundly stupid as te give rise to doubts if they are furnished with any intel-
lect whatever. They know nothing of their age or of the eveats of their life but by refer-
ring to some promincat epoch in the history of their country as the “awien regine”, the
“omvertire dir nord” or the “tengps de Towstaint™, (from Samto Dominge, vols. tand 1L
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stratification, one in which movement within the social order was surpris-
inly generalised, and blackness was not coincident with lowly class status.
This was compounded by the fact that freedmen outnumbered slaves very
catly on, so blackness was not stigmatised in quite the same way as else-
whete by an association with slawvery. ¢ The fact of multiple criterin in race
marking has meant that almost anyone can scek upward movement
through the status order, cither through class ascent, or through lineage
claims. 13 Unlike white or black, what distinguishes the mulatto is his abil-
ity to move into a higher social station than his ascribed status — that of
the family he was bosn into.!32 A sign of this potential movement is that
unlike the twin poles of the racial order — black and white — mestizaje is
marked linguistically by shades of gradation — #riguedo, indio, indio ¢laro,
indio oscrro, etc., even if hair, ear and lip characteristics are also markers.
Howeves, what determines one’s ascribed identity in this system is more
complicated than appears at first glance since Dominican relations of con-
sanguinity are inherently unstable. They ate typically defined by the moth-
er, since the unmarried matrifocal family pattern is most common, but can
be overridden by the father’s family since it is 2 putatively patrilineal sys-
ten.133 Indeed, in popular terms the father’s ‘blood’ is at times considered
to have more weight in establishing the race of the child (unlike the British
West Indies, where it is said that the mother’s is decisive).!3 Moreover, the
relationship between race as a status matker and familial identity is further
complicated by the fact that Dominican families inevitably include: mult-
ple hues, and thus even sibling rivalries can become in a sense ‘racialised’
In the colonial petiod, individuals of staturce passed by acquiring cédulus de
gravias al saar by presenting public testimony of their respectable
demeanout. Those without resoutces o friends in high places, today, as in
the seventeenth century, change contexts and reinvent themselves, even it

130 While Silvio Torres Saillant makes this point, he places primacy on demogeaphy not

mode of production. | would concur with Mintz and Hoctink that it is not just the

numbers of freedmen in proportion to staves, but rather the forms of class and race
relation that are produced that are significant.

131 As Jonathan Brown stated in 1837, the inhabitants .. make unceasing endeavars
appear whiter than they really are. No parvenu pretender ever Iaboured with more
eaperness (o gain admission into the highest ranks of fashion than these multi-cal-
ored republicans, to be included among those of the class next beyond them in
approach to the whites” (Santo Desmingo), p. 284, ’

132 Although the prestige value of one’s region of origin is a fuctor as well.

133 Scc Raymond 1. Smith, The Matrifocal Fawiily: Power, Pluratism, end Poiitics (New York,
1996).

134 Although the practice of pregnant mothers drdnking milk of magnesia to “whiten' |

their unborn child may contradict this clim (Howard, ‘Colouring). This contrasts
with Jamaica, where ‘Mother-blood™ is considered more significant; see Smith,
Matrifocal Famify, p. 47
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the rise of the sugar economy testricted these options considerably. Puerto
&can educator Hostos observed in the 1880s the distinctive style of iden-
tity this culture produced when he stated that the opportunities for abrupt
mobility have created a species of ‘secret respect for oneself” that domi-

~ nates in all Dominicans, a feature which may not even have been note-

worthy if they were white and not so very brown.!%

135 Hoctink, The Dominican People, p. 170.



