
 

 

     
 

 

Join us Thursday, November 9th 

for our Atlantic History Talk with 

Michael J. Jarvis 
 

Thursday, November 9th, 2023 
12:00 - 1:30 pm  

6275 Bunche Hall and on Zoom 
 
 

Castle Cormantine and Early English Africa, 1632-1672 
 

The English Guinea Company established its first permanent foothold in Africa on a rocky 
hill near the town of Kormantin (modern Ghana) in 1632 in order to enter the fiercely 
competitive gold trade. Over the next three decades, three different English companies 
enlarged and fortified this strategic base as a headquarters for developing new emerging 
Atlantic and global markets. Intense international rivalries over the Akan gold and West 
African slave trades directly led to the Second Anglo-Dutch War and England's loss of 
Cormatine to Dutch forces in 1665. My talk draws upon archaeological, archival, and digital 
modeling research to situate this "lost" English Atlantic site within broader understandings 
of European, African, Atlantic, Diasporic, and global histories of the early modern world, 
positioning Cormantine between the East and West Indies and among shifting European 
and West African rivalries. 
 
 
Michael J a rvis  is  an As s ociate Profes s or of His tory at the Univers ity of Roches ter, as  well as  the Director of the 
Digital Elmina Project and Director of Smiths  Is land Archaeology Project. His  res earch interes ts  center on 
unders tanding his torical worlds  in motion– people and things  trans iting oceanic and conceptual s paces  and the 
agents  who move them. Specifica lly, Dr. J arvis  s tudies  the creation of oceanic, imperial, international and 
intercolonial networks  of trade, migra tion, and communica tion and the maritime infras tructure tha t underpinned 
them His  work is  neces s arily interdis ciplinary; trained as  a  s ocia l his torian and his torical a rchaeologis t, He als o 
incorporates  materia l culture, architecture, lands cape/ s eas cape s tudies , environmental his tory, and s ens itivity to 
gender and race as  his torical cultural cons tructs  throughout the early Modern Atlantic World. 

https://ucla.zoom.us/j/94797125908
https://history.ucla.edu/academics/cross-field-clusters/atlantic-group

