
This presentation examines the lives of three Black women who had been enslaved 
in the British North American colonies at the time of the American Revolution. 
The presentation reflects on their lives by considering the ways historians have nav-
igated the archival gaps and silences about Black women’s presence. The presenta-
tion follows the women’s voluntary and forced migrations, their Diasporic routes, 
within the Americas and across the Atlantic. This focus on Black women’s routes 
of resistance, liberation and deportation adds a new dimension to the more famil
iar and male dominated stories of slavery, Black Loyalists and the American Revolu-
tion.

Barbara Krauthamer is Professor of History and Dean of the College of Human-
ities and Fine Arts at the University of Massachusetts Amherst. She is the 
author of Black Slaves, Indian Masters: Slavery, Emancipation and Citizen-
ship in the Native American South and co-author of the award-winning Envi-
sioning Emancipation: Black Americans and the End of Slavery.  She is cur-
rently working on a study of runaway slaves in the era of the American Revolu-
t
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