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LETTER FROM THE DEPARTMENT CHAIR

Dear History Graduates,

Congratulations to you and your families! I know that you have worked very hard to achieve
this goal. In fact, you class of 2024 graduates have overcome countless challenges since high
school due to the pandemic. We applaud your resilience and dedication. A History degree from
a highly regarded department in the nation's best public university will serve you well in the
future. History teaches us to think and read critically, to articulate ourselves in speech and
writing, and to do research. These are valuable skills in any profession. You have also learned
that we cannot understand the present without studying the past, and that History can teach
us valuable lessons about how to proceed in the future. And you have learned about
yourselves, for as Robert Marley said in a song: "if you know your history, then you would
know where you're coming from."

Part of my research involves learning Indigenous languages of Mexico, including the Nahuatl
or Aztec language. On this occasion I would like to quote part of a Nahuatl speech that was
recorded in the 16th century, almost 500 years ago, which I have translated into English. It is a
speech made by mothers and fathers to their sons and daughters when they came of age. |
think their timeless advice is appropriate now, as you prepare to go from Westwood into the
world.

Live peacefully among people. May everyone have your respect. Do not offend people,
don't blow like the wind against people. Rather, embrace them, have mercy. Think of
others, not just yourselves. We say this, for we are your mother, we are your father
who speak to you. Take our words and guard them. This is how we were raised by our
ancestors. When they left earth, they said only one thing: ‘Listen. The earth is a place
of learning.” Listen to these words, and with them lead your life, do your work. Do not
forget them; for they will become your torch, your light, all the time that you live on
earth. Because of you we will raise our heads high; you will make us great.

That phrase, "the earth is a place of learning," reminds me of a quote by a famous UCLA
teacher, a wise man who was not a professor but a coach who led our basketball team to 10
national championships. I refer to John Wooden, of course, who said: "Once you're through
learning, you're through." Indeed, never stop learning. Your time here at UCLA represents a
few giant steps in your life-long journey of learning. But it's only the beginning. That's why this
ceremony is called "commencement” and not "completion." Commence: to begin. You're
beginning to learn and the more you learn the more you will realize that you don’t know.
Learning is both a humbling and empowering experience. Learning how to help others can be
especially challenging. As you learn, teach those around you, help others, lead by example. For
you are bound to be leaders as educated, informed citizens in our democracy.

We're very proud of you and wish you the best of luck. Please come back to visit us as Bruin
alumni when you have a chance. Go Bruins!

Sincerely,
Pz

Kevin Terraciano
Professor and Robert Burr Chair of History



COMMENCEMENT SCHEDULE

PROCESSION OF THE CLASS OF 2024

CHAIR’S WELCOME
PROFESSOR KEVIN TERRACIANO

COMMENCEMENT SPEAKER
TEOFILO F. Ruiz,
DISTINGUISHED RESEARCH PROFESSOR

RECOGNITION OF DEPARTMENT STUDENT ORGANIZATIONS AND HONORS
PHI ALPHA THETA ¢ HISTORY UNDERGRADUATE ADVISORY BOARD ¢ HONORS THESES
PROFESSOR MICHAEL MERANZE, VICE CHAIR FOR UNDERGRADUATE AFFAIRS

RECOGNITION OF DEPARTMENTAL AWARDS
CAREY MCWILLIAMS AWARD
MARY RITTER BEARD AWARD
PROFESSOR MICHAEL MERANZE, VICE CHAIR FOR UNDERGRADUATE AFFAIRS

PRESENTATION OF THE BACHELOR OF ARTS DEGREE
PROFESSOR ANDREA S. GOLDMAN ¢ PROFESSOR CARLA PESTANA

CLOSING REMARKS
PROFESSOR KEVIN TERRACIANO



COMMENCEMENT SPEAKER

Tedfilo F. Ruiz

Distinguished Research Professor

Professor Teédfilo "Teo" Ruiz is a Distinguished Research Professor of History, Spanish and
Portuguese (Emeritus) at UCLA. Teo was born in Cuba and came to the U.S. when he was 19 years-
old. He received his B.A. from City College (CUNY) in History, graduating Magna Cum Laude in
1969. He went on to receive an MA from New York University in 1970 and then a Ph.D from
Princeton in 1974. Teo taught History at Brooklyn College and History and Spanish Medieval
Literature at the CUNY Graduate Center; he was also a visiting professor (three times) at Princeton
and Visiting Martin Luther King Jr. Professor at Michigan State University, among many other
appointments. He joined the History faculty at UCLA in 1998 and became Distinguished Professor
of History and Spanish and Portuguese in 2012. During his tenure at UCLA, he served as chair of the
History and Spanish and Portuguese Departments, and Faculty Director of the International
Education Office.

Professor Ruiz specializes in the history of medieval and early modern Iberia and the
Mediterranean. A list of his many publications, honors, fellowships, elections, and lectureships
would fill up this program. He has authored or co-authored 15 books and more than 100 research
articles. Teo received the National Humanities Medal from President Barack Obama in 2011 for his
"inspired teaching and writing." Two years later he was inducted into the American Academy of
Arts and Sciences. He has received fellowships from the National Endowment for the Humanities,
the Mellon and Guggenheim Foundations, the American Academy in Rome, the Institute for
Advanced Study (Princeton), and the American Council of Learned Societies, to name only a few. In
2021 he received the American Historical Association Award for Scholarly Distinction, the highest
award given by the AHA. And a few weeks ago, he received the UCLA Dickson Emeritus
Professorship Award for distinguished research, teaching and service since retiring in 2019.

In retirement, Professor Ruiz has continued to write and publish, to teach undergraduate lecture
classes with high enrollments, to serve on doctoral dissertation committees, and to teach dozens of
students in the Summer Travel Abroad Program in Paris. Teo is perhaps best known at UCLA for his
enthusiastic, outstanding teaching. He has taught tens of thousands of students since he came to
Westwood. He received the Academic Senate Distinguished Teaching Award in 2008. This spring
quarter he taught a lecture course on Magic and Witchcraft in the Middle Ages and a fiat lux course
for freshmen. He has volunteered to teach nearly 70 fiat lux courses since the program was
instituted. He has led more than 20 UCLA Alumni Travel groups all over the world; in fact, he
returned a few days ago from leading a group of alumni along the Danube River.

In spite of all the honors and achievements, Teo never rests on his laurels or toots his own horn. He
is one of our most active, modest, and gracious colleagues. For all these reasons, we are honored
and grateful that he has agreed to give our 2024 History commencement address.



RECOGNITION OF DEPARTMENT STUDENT ORGANIZATIONS

GRADUATING MEMBERS OF PHI ALPHA THETA, THETA UPSILON CHAPTER
Kaitlyn Coons
Lucille J. Curtis

Dylan Ek
Rachel Isabel Favela
Elliott Hall Franklin

Kai Haaland
Rafael Ibarra
Adam Jacobsen
Maria Tran Nguyen
Caro Slusarz
Katherine Spangler
Una Lea Stevanovic
Jessica Sumuano

Stephanie Anne Zager

GRADUATING MEMBERS OF HISTORY UNDERGRADUATE ADVISORY BOARD
Gwendolyn Berardinelli
Kaitlyn Coons
Elliott Hall Franklin
Erin Hughes

Dongshi Zhang



RECOGNITION OF DEPARTMENTAL HONORS
Avalon Baltera
Kaitlyn Coons*
Elliott Hall Franklin*
Jakob Johnson*
Grace Mauro
Daniel Rabkin*
Ching Hong Brian Yeung*

Dongshi Zhang*

*Highest departmental honors



RECOGNITION OF DEPARTMENTAL AWARDS

CAREY MCWILLIAMS AWARD

Jeff (Zipeng) Tang
“Li Zubai and the Theory of a Western Christian Origin of Chinese Civilization”
Advisors: Andrea S. Goldman & Stefania Tutino

MARY RITTER BEARD AWARD

Jakob Johnson

“Reframing an Epidemic and Recentering Gay Life Amid AIDS”
Advisor: Teofilo F. Ruiz



CONGRATULATIONS CLASS OF 2024

KURT CHRISTIAN LYLE
JAMES ABBAS HARANDI
BRIANA NOELLE SKINNER
NICOLAS ANTHONY PADRON
BEATRIZ CARMEN RIVAS
JACKSON HAMILTON
JOCELYN SOFIE HOLMES
UDOKA ABADA

ANTON ALARR

ADRIAN ALVAREZ

ISOBEL ANSTEY

ANTHONY AROYAN

DANA ALYSSA ASTRAQUILLO
PATRICK AVEDIKIAN

NEDA AFSHARIAN

ELAN AMONA

ANTHONY TYLER AYALA
PRINCESS BADUA
REMINGTON BALBOA
MARGARITA BALBUENA
AVALON BALTERA
MATTHEW BARCELLOS
BRYANT BARDEAU

MARY BEJANYAN
GWENDOLYN BERARDINELLI
NICHOLAS BERROTERAN
MISOL BOTELLO

MOLLY BOYLE

BRYCE BUSCH

ALEKSANDR VLADIMIROVICH
BAGDASARYAN

AARON RUDOLPH BROWN
SEBASTIAN CACEDA

ISABEL CARSON

JACOB CASTANEDA
ELIZABETH CERVANTES
DANI CHAVEZ

ALEXIS CHAZARES-LOPEZ
AARON CHEN

ALYSON CHOI

STEVE JUSTIN CHOI

JOSEPH CHUN

JADEN COHEN

BRYAN CONTRERAS
KAITLYN COONS

JACKSON CORD

ROCIO GUADALUPE CORNEJO DE LOA
LUCILLE ] CURTIS

JOISEL CABRERA TOLEDO
KEILI MICHELLE CHIEN

FINN PATRICK CORRIGAN
IXAYAC CALLI CORTEZ
NATHAN KOBE DAROUGAR
SHREYA DODBALLAPUR
JENNIFER A. DOWLING
COLIN DOWNS

DYLAN DU

ANGELA DUGALIC
ISABELLA DUTRA

REBECA DAEE

AUDREY DOWLING
GEORGE EKMEKJIAN
BLAKE ERICKSON

SEAN ESHRAGHI

RACHEL ISABEL FAVELA
KEVIN FERMIN

AIDAN FISKE

JIDDU FITZSIMONS

JACOB FLORES

BRANDON FUJIMOTO
DYLON FURSETH

TREVOR ANDREW FERMIN
JOHN FONG

MIA MACLAREN FONG
TALIA FOULADIAN
ELLIOTT HALL FRANKLIN
AUNDRE GABAT

OSEAS NEPTALI GARCIA
JAMES GAYER

BIXBY GEILER-INGHAM
LAYLA GHALILI

BROOKE GOMAN

EDGAR GOMEZ JR

CORINA GONZALEZ

AMARI GRAVES

GAGE GREEN

JEANINE GRIMES
FERNANDO GUTIERREZ
RAFAEL GUZMAN

AIDAN GYSLER

ELY ELAZAR GABBAYPOUR
ALVARO GARCIA

AYRTON GARCIA-JURADO
JOSHUA ETHAN GEORGE
ALEXANDRIA MAE GILLIGAN
JOHN YUXUAN HA
KAI HAALAND
JACK HAGAR
ROCCO HAGE
WESTON HARTUV



MARTIN HARUTYUNYAN
OLIVIA HAWKINS
LAUREN TILLY HEIBERG
ISABEL HELM

ANGELA MARCELLE HERNANDEZ

BENJAMIN HEWITT

CHRISTOPHER KELLGREEN HIGHAM

ETHAN HUANG

ZHEN HUANG

ERIN HUGHES

BIONA HUI

MYRA HUSSAIN

HANNAH HYDORN
MORGAN PATRICK HALME

ELEANORE HEATHER HOFFMEYER

EVAN BLAKE HOLTER
RAFAEL IBARRA
ALEXANDER IRVINE

ADAM JACOBSEN

JAKOB JOHNSON
FRANCISCO JORQUIERA
LIANA KARAPETYAN
SAMAN KHALIFIAN

AARON KOHANBASH
AARON KOHANBASH
BRAM KORNFELD

BODHI KRUFT

DOHUN KWON

TARA MEYTAL KAHROBAIE
JACOB BENJAMIN KHORSANDI
SAMUEL REUBEN KOHANTEB
ASHLEY MALCA KOHEN
IAN LEE

AIDAN LESLEIN

ARI LIBENSON

MICHELLE LIN

JORDAN LINDSTROM
ANNA ELIZABETH LYTZ
CHRISTOPHER LACASSE
GRACE LIU

DANIELA FERNANDA LOPEZ
SAMANTHA ALEXIS LOPEZ
FATIMA ELIZABETH MALIK
SHAYAN MANSOURIAN
MATTHEW MARSH
VALERIE MARTINEZ

ZANA MASLESA

GRACE MAURO

ESTEFANI MAZARIEGOS-CARRILLO

LILI MCKAY
LAUREN MCNEIL
ALEXANDER MEZA

GUS MORROW
GAVIN MOSELEY

LIEL MOYAL

BRENDA MARTINEZ

LOGAN MCCULLOUGH
CHRISTOPHER GABRIEL MCCULLOUGH
ROWAN ALEXANDER MCKEREGHAN
MICHELLE MEDINA

JOBANY MENENDEZ

DOMINIQUE N MILLER

AARON ALEXANDER MOVSHOVICH
LUKE EDWARD MULLEN
BRANDON M. NASIRI

SOFIA NAWAZ

RYAN NELSON-FLACK

JENNIFER THU HONG NGUYEN-MEZA
IAN NICOLSON

THOMAS MICHAEL NATOLI

MARIA TRAN NGUYEN

ALICE OGANESIAN

DANNY JESUS PATINO

MICHAEL PEREZ

JESUS PERFINO

DYLAN PERRY

EMMA PIERCE

SAMUEL PORTER

LUKE PREBLE

LUPE PEREZ

ALESSANDRA POGGI-LI

DEISY YANNARA PONCE

PAULA ILONA PREDA

BRANDON ALEXANDER QUINTANA
DANIEL RABKIN

BREANA REYES

MIA RIEDEL

FRANK ROJAS

SHANYA ROSTAMI

CHRISTOPHER RACLE

DAVID RAMAZYAN

BRADLEY S. REED

OSCAR REYNA JR

KEYON NAJEE RILEY

NATALIE MARIA RODRIGUEZ
ANGELICA RODRIGUEZ

KRYSTLE SAMSON

CATHERINE SANCHEZ ROCHA
ANDREW SAYEGH

JAKE SEAWICK

NICHOLAS SERRANO

AVNER SHAMTOUB

BENJAMIN SHIRAZI

CADEN SHIRK



GAVIN SHORT

CARO SLUSARZ

SEAN SMITH

BRIANNA HOKULANI SOBRERO
KATHERINE SPANGLER
UNA LEA STEVANOVIC
KRISTINA STOLBOVA
MICHAEL STRONG

JESSICA SUMUANO

DAVID SAGHIZADEH

KEVIN SANTOS

MICHAEL KARIM SHAW
OLHA SHYTETS

ANGELA JOANNE SWAN
LAUREN TOLEDO

MIA TUMBAGA

ANDREAS TUNNEY

SARKIS VARTANYAN
GRACIE VIDAL-RAMOS
DYLAN JAKE VIZANKO
BROOKE CHAIA VALLONE
INDIA WHITE CLOUD
CURRAN WHITNEY-VAZQUEZ
LAURYN OLINA WANG
GABRIEL YEE

CHING HONG BRIAN YEUNG
STEPHANIE ANNE ZAGER
ELIZABETH ZANONI
AARON ZENDEDEL
DONGSHI ZHANG

TIANYI ZHAO

ALEXANDER WILLIAM ZOLOTAR
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