[image: seal]UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, LOS ANGELES							     UCLA


BERKELEY  DAVIS  IRVINE  LOS ANGELES  MERCED  RIVERSIDE  SAN DIEGO  SAN FRANCISCO		    SANTA BARBARA  SANTA CRUZ




 
DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY
6265 BUNCHE HALL
BOX 951473
LOS ANGELES, CA 90095-1473

PHONE: (310) 825-4601
FAX: (310) 206-9630






UCLA Richard Hovannisian Endowed Chair in Modern Armenian History launches pathbreaking Western Armenian language translations of seminal historical works by Sanjay Subrahmanyam, Carlo Ginzburg, and Giovanni Levi in Yerevan, Armenia

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
October 25, 2024 
UCLA, Los Angeles, California

The UCLA Richard Hovannisian Chair of Modern Armenian History in collaboration with the Calouste Gulbenkian Foundation in Lisbon, Portugal, has sponsored the translations of key works in microhistory into Western Armenian. Two seminal studies by UCLA faculty, The Cheese and the Worms: The Cosmos of a Sixteenth Century Miller (1976) by renowned historian and Professor Emeritus Carlo Ginzburg and Three Ways to be Alien: Travails and Encounters in the Early Modern World (2011) by Sanjay Subrahmanyam, Distinguished Professor of History and Irving & Jean Stone Chair in Social Sciences at UCLA were translated into Western Armenian, a diasporic, post-genocide language designated by UNESCO as “definitely endangered” in their taxonomy of threatened languages. Professor Sebouh David Aslanian, holder of the Richard Hovannisian Chair, commissioned the translation of Ginzburg’s classic from the original Italian from Venice-based translator Minas Lourian, and Subrahmanyam’s more globally oriented study from Beirut-based translator Loucig Srabian Guloyan, contributing new introductions for each volume. The Western Armenian translations of these magnificent studies, along with canonic essays in microhistory by Giovanni Levi and Edoardo Grendi (co-founders of microhistory), marks the first time that works belonging to one of the most important schools of twentieth-century historical scholarship are available to readers in Armenian. 
To mark this auspicious occasion, the Richard Hovannisian Chair, in collaboration with the Armenian Ministry of Foreign Affairs under the auspices of the Yerevan Dialogue Initiative, organized an unprecedented event featuring Carlo Ginzburg, Giovanni Levi, and Sanjay Subrahmanyam. Titled From Menocchio to Manuzzi: Conversations on Microhistory, the book launch took place on September 10, 2024, in Yerevan’s internationally celebrated Cafesjian Center for the Arts, with a capacity audience, including the Italian ambassador His Excellency Alfonso Di Riso. A hundred copies of both works sold to fellow scholars and the warmly receptive public who gathered to witness this historic meeting. The Cheese and the Worms appeared in the prestigious Calouste Gulbenkian Translation Series, which also includes works by Benedict Anderson, Gayatri Spivak, John Rawls, Edward Said, and Jacques Le Goff, among others. Three Ways to be Alien is the inaugural publication of a new imprint for translations, in memory of the late UCLA Professor Richard G. Hovannisian, the Patma+Grakan Nor Horizonner (Historico-Literary New Horizons), with works by Natalie Zemon Davis and Emmanuel Le Roy Ladurie scheduled to appear next.  Professor Subrahmanyam also gave the keynote lecture at the two-day international conference Armenia in India/India in Armenia: Celebrating Four Centuries of Familiarity and Friendship that convened on September 11-12, 2024, also at the Cafesjian Center.
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