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LETTER FROM THE DEPARTMENT CHAIR

Dear History Graduates,

On behalf of the UCLA Meyer & Renee Luskin Department of History, I extend
my heartfelt congratulations to you and your families, guardians, and friends
on this special day. [ know that you have worked hard to achieve this goal--you
should be proud of yourselves. A degree from a highly regarded History
department in the nation's best public university will serve you well in the
future. History teaches us to think and read critically, to speak and write
effectively, to do careful research, to evaluate sources of information, and to
seek the truth. These are valuable skills for any profession, and for global
citizens in a democratic nation.

History is so much more than a vocational major. You have also learned that
we cannot understand the present world without studying the past, and that
History can teach us lessons about how to proceed in the future. History does
not repeat itself, as the old saying goes, but people who fail to learn from
history are prone to repeat mistakes of the past. In 1905, George Santayana
wrote "those who cannot remember the past are condemned to repeat it," a
quote that Prime Minister Winston Churchill adapted in 1942 for a historic
speech in the House of Commons, when fascism threatened peoples
worldwide. Then and now, remembering the past is so important.

And perhaps in the course of your studies you have learned something about
your ancestors and yourselves. Let us reflect on our family history, think about
those who came before us and made so many sacrifices to make our success
possible. Like Bob Marley said in a famous song: "if you know your history,
then you would know where you're coming from." Know your history.

We're very proud of you and wish you the best of luck now and in the future.
Go Bruins!

Sincerely,
Pz

Kevin Terraciano
Professor and Robert Burr Chair of History
UCLA BA 1985, MA 1989, Ph.D 1994



COMMENCEMENT SCHEDULE

PROCESSION OF THE CLASS OF 2025

CHAIR’S WELCOME
PROFESSOR KEVIN TERRACIANO

COMMENCEMENT SPEAKER
VALERIA DE GONZALEZ,
LAW PARTNER, HADSELL STORMER RENICK & DAI LLP

RECOGNITION OF DEPARTMENT STUDENT ORGANIZATIONS AND HONORS
PHIALPHA THETA ¢ HISTORY UNDERGRADUATE ADVISORY BOARD ¢ HONORS THESES
PROFESSOR MICHAEL MERANZE, VICE CHAIR FOR UNDERGRADUATE AFFAIRS

RECOGNITION OF DEPARTMENTAL AWARDS
CAREY McWILLIAMS AWARD
MARY RITTER BEARD AWARD
PROFESSOR MICHAEL MERANZE, VICE CHAIR FOR UNDERGRADUATE AFFAIRS

PRESENTATION OF THE BACHELOR OF ARTS DEGREE
PROFESSOR ANDREA S. GOLDMAN ¢ PROFESSOR NILE GREEN

CLOSING REMARKS
PROFESSOR KEVIN TERRACIANO



COMMENCEMENT SPEAKER

Valeria De Gonzalez
Law Partner, Hadsell Stormer Renick & Dai LLP

Valeria De Gonzalez is a law partner at Hadsell Stormer Renick & Dai LLP. As
an immigration attorney, she has provided advice and counsel to hundreds of
families from around the world on U.S. immigration matters. Ms. De Gonzalez
is a San Diego native and daughter of working-class immigrant parents. She
earned her undergraduate degree in history from the University of California,
Los Angeles (UCLA) and received her law degree from Columbia Law School.

Ms. De Gonzalez began her legal career at the Los Angeles Center for Law and
Justice, where she advocated for survivors of domestic violence. Currently, she
represents hotel and restaurant workers throughout the LA area in their
immigration matters. Ms. De Gonzalez specializes in complex adjustment of
status, consular processing, and naturalization cases. She is the proud mom to
two young daughters who inspire her commitment to justice and to making
the world a better place.



RECOGNITION OF DEPARTMENT STUDENT ORGANIZATIONS

GRADUATING MEMBERS OF PHI ALPHA THETA, THETA UPSILON CHAPTER

Jessica Allen
Narod Arisian
Jack Barber
[sabella Brannon
Allison Bushong
Carter Castanha
Yuyang Chen
Emma Joy Chuidian
Kareen Cohen-Sadik
Michaela Esposito
Cecelia Fischer
Lauren Elizabeth Follis
Grace Elisabeth Funk
David Garcia
Nicolas Greamo
[sabella Grace Greenberg

Tate Heinse

[an Ifiigo-Lizarraga
Tess Koenig
Heedong Lee

Ellen Lu
Kurt Christian Lyle
Catherine Hope Martinez
Celia Minas
Jessica Naghi
Alicia Minji Park
Talin Popovic
Clara Prideaux
Simon Rahban
Victoria Raquel Salcedo
Niloufar Shiralian
William Spotts
Zipeng Tang
Daniel Zhang

GRADUATING MEMBERS OF HISTORY UNDERGRADUATE ADVISORY BOARD

Yasmeen Boraby
Emma Joy Chuidian

Tate Heinse

Elizabeth Karlin
Ellen Lu

Samai Bellen Wilson



RECOGNITION OF DEPARTMENTAL HONORS
HONORS THESES - DEPARTMENTAL HONORS

Geovanna Gomez
Alexander Harris
Noah Kim
Glenda Alisson Lechuga
Catherine Hope Martinez
Guillermo Daniel Miranda
Kevin Novokhatsky
Niloufar Shiralian
Jesse Gabriel Thau
Pamela Vega Rivas

Samai Bellen Wilson

HONORS THESES — HIGHEST DEPARTMENTAL HONORS

Narod Arisian
Michaela Esposito
Cecelia Fischer
Lauren Elizabeth Follis
Tate Heinse
Ellen Lu
Talin Popovic
Fernando Rodriguez
York Kuk Yue
Daniel Zhang

Jeremy Noah Zwick



RECOGNITION OF DEPARTMENTAL AWARDS

CAREY MCWILLIAMS 2024 AWARD RECIPIENT

Zipeng Tang
“Li Zubai and the Theory of a Western Christian Origin of Chinese Civilization”
Advisors: Andrea S. Goldman & Stefania Tutino

CAREY MCWILLIAMS 2025 AWARD RECIPIENTS

Cecelia Fischer

“Abraham Joshua Heschel and the Rejudaization of Christianity: The German
Intellectual Provenance of Jewish-Christian Encounters After the Holocaust”
Advisor: David Myers

Ellen Lu

“Laundry Swindlers & Lost Sisters: The Gendered Dimensions of Anti-Chinese
Activism, 1868-1905”
Advisor: Katherine Marino

MARY RITTER BEARD 2025 AWARD RECIPIENT

Ellen Lu

“Laundry Swindlers & Lost Sisters: The Gendered Dimensions of Anti-Chinese
Activism, 1868-1905”
Advisor: Katherine Marino



CONGRATULATIONS CLASS OF 2025

ARYA AFGHAM
DURRIYA AHMED

ESTEVAN ALCANTAR LIZARRAGA
SUMEYA ABDI ALI

JESSICA ALLEN

ILANA ALMANSKY

MIGUEL ALTUNA

SALVADOR ANGELES VIVAR
YESENIA ARAGON

BREANNA ARIANPOUR

NAROD ARISIAN

NATHANAEL JOHN ATMAJIAN
DANNY AYALA

PARRI AZAMY

MICHAEL AZIZI

NATALY AZIZI

WILLIAM BACON

MICHAEL ARSEN BAGHDASARYAN
JACQUELYN BAKSHIAN
GABRIELLE BANTAY

VANESSA BARAJAS

BRYAN BECERRA

COLE BEHSERESHT

NAXELY BELMONT PEREZ

COLE BIESEMEYER

ALINA BISHAY

LORIANNE CHRISTINE BODNAR
YASMEEN BORABY

EDEN BORNA

MISOL BOTELLO

JOSHUA BUCHER

PHI-HOANG BUI

BENJAMIN CHRISTOPHER BURGESS
DANIEL AIDEN BURNS

BRENDAN BURNS

7ZOE ANNABELLA BUSENBERG
ALLISON BUSHONG

DORA BUSTOS

ZHENXIANG CAI

ADRIANA CAMARILLO

LIZBETH CARDENAS

ADLER CARRISON

EMILY CARTER

CARTER CASTANHA

JAYLA CASTRO

ALYSSA CHAVEZ

YUYANG CHEN

KARIS LEE CHOI

EMMA JOY CHUIDIAN

CARLOS FRANCISCO CIENFUEGOS

KAREEN COHEN-SADIK
RYAN CONNELLY

ZACHARY GERSON COOPER
CARLOS COPPINI

OLLIE CORCOVELOS

PAIGE MADISON COSTIGLIOLO
ISABELLA CRONE-BARON
BRYANT CRONIN
GIANCARLO CUEVAS
MICHAEL CURATOLO
LAUREN DAVIES

CARLOS DE LA TORRE
FAITH DE NEVE

PAREN DER-SARKISSIAN
DAVIANNA DIAZ

MARIA YAMILETH DIAZ-LOBATO
WILTON DIEP

A'SHIYAH DOBBS

GLADYS EGGERS

KAREEM TARIK ELDIN
KYLIE NOUR ELYASHAR
MICHAELA ESPOSITO
MATTHEW SAM FELDMAN
AARON FELDNER

JESSICA FERLAZZO

JOSEPH FINKELSTEIN
CECELIA FISCHER

PAUL FITZGERALD II
MARIA FLORES

VIVIANA FLORES

LAUREN ELIZABETH FOLLIS
JOHN FONG (1968)

GRACE ELISABETH FUNK
AIDAN JAMES GALLARZO
DAVID GARCIA

JOSH GARLAND

AMY LIA GASPARDONE
TAMAR GEWIRTZ
GEOVANNA GOMEZ
ALEXEFRAIN GONZALEZ DIAZ
GAEL GRAJALES

NICOLAS GREAMO

CARMEN GUZMAN RODRIGUEZ
BORNA HAGHIGHAT
REUBEN HAI HAIIMPOOR
ROBBIE HALL

JACKSON HAMILTON

JAMES ABBAS HARANDI
TAYLOR RENEE HARDLEY
KELLY HARLAN



ALEXIS HAROUNI
ALEXANDER HARRIS
JEFFREY HASS

TATE HEINSE

JANE ALEXANDRA HEISE
JUSTIN HERAVI

LILIANA FLORES HEREDIA
FREDDIE HERNANDEZ JR
HARRISON HILL

ASMA YASMINE HIRECH
AUTUMN HORNBACK
STACEY HOVHANNISYAN
LUCY HUGHITT

CONNOR DALY HURST
MIGUEL HURTADO

IAN INIGO-LIZARRAGA
HANNA JALIFA REYES
ROWAN JAMES

JONATHAN JARRELL
ASTRID JUAREZ

XOCHITL JUAREZ

NISHKA KAPOOR
STEPHANIE KARAGUZIAN
ELIZABETH KARLIN
JUSTIN KATIRAIE

EITAN KAVOSH
MATTHEW KC-JORDAN
JAKE DAWSON KEHN
BROOKE KEYS

VARDGES KHACHATRIAN
ASHLEY KIM

NOAH KIM

RILEY KIM

ELLA ELIZABETH KITT
TESS KOENIG

TEHILLA LEAH KOHANTEB
GLENDA ALISSON LECHUGA
HEEDONG LEE

MINGYU LEE

ASHTON ] LEE

ASHTON LEVIAN

EDSON LEYVA

GRACE LIANG

CRYSTAL JUANITA LIMON REYNOSO
ELLEN LU

SABRINA LUJAN

CHASE ADAM LUYANDO
KURT CHRISTIAN LYLE
YUTAKA MAHE

FATIMA ELIZABETH MALIK
CHRISTOPHER MANCINI
PAIGE G MARTIN

CATHERINE HOPE MARTINEZ
CHRISTIAN MARTINEZ
GRACE SIERRA MAURO
AUDIE DANIEL MAYHUE
LAUREN MCNEIL

CARLY BROOKE MENDOLA
MAYA NAOMI MENDOZA
LINDSEY MICHELENA

CELIA MINAS

GUILLERMO DANIEL MIRANDA
PATRIK MOLIN

JAZMIN MORALES

MATTHEW MORENO

GISELLE MORENO

MARCOS MURILLO TORRES
JESSICA NAGHI

KYLA NASSIR

LUCY NETCHVOLODOFF
GORDON CONG NGUYEN

IAN NICOLSON

EMMA NOLL

ANGELINA NORTHCUTT
KEVIN NOVOKHATSKY
PATRICIA OLVERA

TAYLOR O'NEIL

CHARLES ORLOFF

NICHOLAS SEBASTIAN PADUA
ALICIA MINJI PARK

JOHN PFAU

NIMA PIRIAN

TALIN POPOVIC

LUCAS QIU

BRANDON QUINTANA

SIMON RAHBAN

CAMDEN THORNE RICHARDS
BEATRIZ CARMEN RIVAS RODRIGUEZ
DAVID RIVERA

LILIANA CELESTE RIVERA
ZACHARY JAMES ROBBINS
MORGAN HANNAH ROBINSKY
FERNANDO RODRIGUEZ
LILYROSE RODRIGUEZ

EMILY RUSTING

JONATHAN RYAN

OMRI SAGHEZI

DANIEL JACOB SAGHIZADEH
VICTORIA RAQUEL SALCEDO
NICHOLAS SALDUTTI

KOMAL SANDHU

RYAN SANDOVAL

LUIS EDUARDO INDIO SANDOVAL
CHRISTOPHER SANTANDER



JACOB SCHRADER-LANDE
DOMINIC SEIBOLD

ALEX SEMERJIAN

JOSHUA SHADROKH
NOJAN SHERF

NILOUFAR SHIRALIAN
EVIE SIJL

HUNTER SILVA

RAMON SILVA CAMARENA
NAVID SIMAEI
GABRIELLA ZINA SIROTA
JONATHAN SOLOUKI
ALEXA SOTERE

JESUS SOTO MEZA
WILLIAM SPOTTS
JOSHUA ANDREW SUCHOZA
JONATHAN K SUMEKH
ARCHRIS SYPRASERT
RAHEEL TAMBAWALA
SOPHIE TAN

ZIPENG TANG

AYALA TARASHANDEGAN
ANASTASIOS TASIGEORGOS
JUSTIN TAVAKOLI
DANIELLE TAYLOR

JESSE GABRIEL THAU
MARCELLA THILE

TARA TIMBERMAN
BRANDON TIZABGAR
GARO TOKATLIAN

BELEH TOMA

DERIK NATHANIEL TOMASIAN

HYKE TOROSYAN
RACHEL VALDEZ

CLAIRE LEVASSEUR VALENCIA

PAMELA VEGA RIVAS

ISABELLE CHANTHREA VENEGAS

CRISTIAN VILLA

ANNIKA ELISE WHITE
CURRAN WHITNEY-VAZQUEZ
HARVEY WILLING

SAMAI BELLEN WILSON
LEVIWOLD

SAM WOLF

AMY WONG

BRAYDEN WOOMER
ALEXANDRE JAMES WRIGHT
YULIN XIE

ILAN YAFEH

YORK KUK YUE

CRYSTAL ZAVALA

DANIEL ZHANG

TIANYI ZHAO

WESLEY ZHOU

JAKUB ZROSTLIK
NICHOLAS JOSEPH ZUCKER
DANIEL ZUPANC

JEREMY NOAH ZWICK
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